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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Read chapters 
1-2. 

Read ch. 3-4. Read ch. 5-6. Read ch. 7-8. Discussion and 
exercises. 

Read ch. 9-
10. 

Read ch. 11-12. Read ch. 13-14. Read ch. 15-
16. 

Discussion and 
exercises. 

Read ch. 17-
18. 

Read ch. 19-20. Read ch. 21-22. Read ch. 23-
24. 

Discussion and 
exercises. 

Read ch. 25-
27. 

Read ch. 28-30. Read ch. 31-33. Read ch. 34-
35. 

Read 36-37 and 
lit analysis. 

Discussion 
and writing. 

Discussion and 
writing. 

Discussion and 
writing. 

Final Activity 
Project 

Final Activity 
Project 

 
 
Decide on your schedule for book.  
2 chapters/ day plus written work, for 4 days/wk = 18-19 days, about 5 weeks, with 
discussion on the 5th days of each week and on days 21-25 for final projects.  
3 chapters/day plus written work, 4 days/wk = 12-13 days, 3 weeks, with discussion on 
the 5th day. Take a few days on the 4th week to discuss and do the plot sheet.  
 
We only did the 3-chapters option for Week 4 Monday through Wednesday, because the 
book gets very exciting, and I knew my boys would want to read ahead to finish it. This 
made the book discussion very long on those days, but it still allowed us to finish the 
book in four weeks. Because of the long reading assignments and discussions on those 
days, I decreased the written work for those days and moved it to the fifth week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright Amy Meyers 2020. Please do not copy this teacher’s guide or the student guide 
for other people. Direct them to my blog (www.itavitaafrican.wordpress.com) or to the 
MFW ECC Facebook page for the direct download of the files. 
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Day One: Chapters 1-2 
 
Teacher Check:  

• Do they understand how you want them to annotate? 

• Which vocabulary option will you be using? 

• Help them set up their notebooks, if needed. 

• Check their précis. Give any help that is needed. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like. I would go easy on the literary 
devices in the beginning of the book until they learn more in their guide, but 
make sure to bring out character elements right from the beginning. 

Literary devices:  

• allusion—pg. 1 Byron 

• Fogg—he’s obscure. No one knows much about his background. pg. 2 “But those 
who knew him best oculd not imagine how he had made his fortune, and Mr. Fogg 
was the last person to whom to apply for the information….least communicative of 
men.” pg. 3 “…seemed all the more mysterious for his taciturn manner….the wits 
of the curious were fairly puzzled.” 

• figure of speech: “second sight” pg. 3 what does that mean? 

• simile and imagery: pg. 5 “Fogg was seated squarely in his armchair, his feet 
close together like those of a grenadier on parade, his hands resting on his knees, 
his body straight, his head erect.” Fogg is compared “to a grenadier, or a certain 
type of soldier. This emphasizes his stoic, hardened nature, setting up the 
emotional wall in front of him that will continue to persist throughout his journey 
until his love for Aouda finally breaks it down.”1  

• Theme of time: pg. 5 “…he was steadily watching a complicated clock which 
indicated the hours, the minutes, the seconds, the days, the months, and the 
years.” 

• symbol: Pass’s watch p. 6 Fogg says it’s too slow, Pass says that’s impossible. 

• simile/hyperbole? ch. 2 “I’ve seen people at Madame Tussaud’s as lively as my 
new master!” Madame Tussaud’s people were wax.  

• ch. 2 allusions: English composure which Angelica Kauffmann represented on 
canvas; p. 9 “Passepartout was by no means one of those pert dunces depicted 
by Moliere, with a bold gaze and a nose held high in the air…” 

• simile p. 9 “…he gave the idea of being perfectly well-balanced, as exactly 
regulated as a Leroy chronometer.” 

• allusion p. 10 “the ancient sculptors are said to have known eighteen methods of 
arranging Minerva’s tresses” 

• foreshadowing? p. 10 “rash to predict how Passepartout’s lively nature would 

                                                
1 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Metaphors and Similes". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 16 May 2020. 
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agree with Mr. Fogg.”  We’re already seeing how different they are.  

• simile: the mansion pleased him, seemed to him “like a snail’s shell…” 

• metaphor: ch. 2: “Ah, we shall get on together, Mr. Fogg and I! What a domestic 
and regular gentleman! A real machine; well, I don’t mind serving a machine.” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• Why is it likely that Phileas Fogg had journeyed quite a bit before? 

• What does the fact that Fogg fired his servant because the shaving water was two 
degrees less than desired reveal about him? 

• Why is the last name “Passepartout” fitting to his character? 

• Why does Mr. Fogg immediately say he’ll use the name Passepartout right after 
Pass mentions that he’d like to forget that name? 

Research: Byron, clubs, British Empire Victorian era, Moliere, Angelica Kauffman, wax 
figures 

Activity:  

• Phileas Fogg’s life was very organised. What is your daily routine? What time do 
you get up and what else do you do each day? Make this into a pie chart. 

• Only rich Victorian families could afford to have butlers and servants. Nowadays 
machines have replaced many of the jobs that servants did using their hands. As 
his butler, Passepartout helped Phileas Fogg keep to his daily timetable. Can you 
invent a machine that would help you save time every day? What will it do for you 
and how will it work? Draw a picture or diagram. 

• Play whist 
• Make a schedule/pie chart of his schedule and yours. Are you as disciplined as 

him? 
 

Character/Bible: What does the Bible say about self-discipline? ch. 2 p. 9 “Phileas Fogg 
was, indeed, exactitude personified, and this was betrayed even in the expression of his 
very hands and feet; for in men, as well as in animals, the limbs themselves are 
expressive of the passions.” The Disciplined Life is an excellent book you may want to 
read with your older children. Some chapters at the end discuss teaching yourself to 
discipline even your body movements.    

Also see the chapter 2 copywork quote below: he knew that relationships with other 
people would “slow” him down because of “friction” or arguments/conflict. So he’d rather 
not have relationships than to be bothered from his routines and habits in any way. Can 
self-discipline be had to an extreme? Are there extremes to all character traits? Discuss 
Aristotle’s idea of the Golden Mean: this is the desirable middle between two extremes, 
one of excess and the other of deficiency. All good qualities are a balance of moderation 
in the middle. “Moderation in all things.” (For example: Courage is the Golden Mean 
between cowardice [lack of courage] and rashness [excess of courage]. 

Copywork or Dictation: Ch. 1: pg. 5 “If to live in this style is to be eccentric, it must 
be confessed that there is something good in eccentricity.” Ch. 2: “He lived alone, and so 
to speak, outside of every social relation; and as he knew that in this world account must 
be taken of friction, and that friction retards, he never rubbed against anybody.”  
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Day 2: Chapters 3-4 

Teacher Check:  

• Did they annotate anything in the book? 

• Did they do their vocabulary work? 

• Check their précis. Give any help that is needed. 

• Help them set up their notebook, if needed. Check their character page on Mr. 
Fogg. Make sure they followed directions. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like. I would go easy on the literary 
devices in the beginning of the book until they learn more in their guide, but 
make sure to bring out character elements right from the beginning. 

Minor characters introduced: Andrew Stuart, an engineer; John Sullivan and Samuel 
Fallentin, bankers; Thomas Flanagan, a brewer; and Gauthier Ralph, one of the Directors 
of the Bank of England. 

Literary devices:  

• play on words “was more than surprised to see his master guilty of the 
inexactness of appearing at this unaccustomed hour” 

• irony: What does Pass want? p. 10 “Pass had been a sort of vagrant in his early 
years, and now yearned for repose; but so far he had failed to find it…” He won’t 
get it with Fogg, either, though he certainly should have been able to, considering 
Fogg’s descriptions thus far. Also p. 10 he’d heard that Fogg didn’t travel. “Early 
on in the novel, after Passepartout has just been introduced, he announces that 
he has come to work for Fogg "in the hope of living with him a tranquil life" (pg. 
3), which is ironic since tranquil is the last thing Passepartout's life will be as he 
serves Fogg and gets dragged on a madcap journey around the world.”2 Pass sees 
the irony aforementioned. He says, “That’s good, that is! And I, who wanted to 
remain quiet!...Was this a joke, then?” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• What is the pivotal moment of the book in this chapter? 

"I'd like to see you do it in eighty days." Mr. Stuart, Reform Club Member—Ch. 3 
“This is the very moment that Fogg is challenged to the wager that will drive the 
entire journey. It comes after they read a claim in the newspaper that the world 
can be traversed in eighty days. Fogg, not one to turn down a challenge to his 
honor, accepts the bet, and the trip round the world truly begins.”3 

• The men argue with Fogg that he is not being practical, but theoretical when he 
says that it is possible to go around the world in eighty days. He says he is simply 
mathematical. Explain the difference between them. With whom do you agree? 

                                                
2 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Irony". GradeSaver, 24 October 2015 
Web. 16 May 2020. 
3 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 24 
October 2015 Web. 16 May 2020. 
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• What does Mr. Fogg command Passepartout to take for their voyage? 

• What good action of Mr. Fogg touched Passepartout’s heart? Why does witnessing 
this type of charity make a person tear up? (It’s unexpected and admirable?) 

• How does the interaction between Passepartout and Mr. Fogg about the gas 
burning in his room reveal their characters? Do you ever leave the lights on or 
water running and your parents remind you not to do that? Perhaps you should 
get in the habit now of checking your rooms before you leave them to make sure 
nothing is wasting resources. That way you’ll never be caught in Passepartout’s 
situation, no matter how frazzled or rushed you may be!  

• Mr. Fogg says, “A true Englishman doesn’t joke when he is talking about so 
serious a thing as a wager.” Is this a good example of the “No true Scotsman” 
fallacy or not? (see Doug Wilson’s Bestiary of Logical Fallacies) 

• “Well, but where can he fly to?’ asked Ralph. ‘No country is safe for him.’ ‘Pshaw!’ 
‘Where could he go, then?’ ‘Oh, I don’t know that. The world is big enough.’ ‘It 
was once,’ said Phileas Fogg, in a low tone.’” Foreshadowing: Fogg won’t be able 
to get away from Fix even though he goes all over the world. Secondly, this can 
be distinctly said during the Victorian era about British people only because of the 
British Empire.  

• On pg. 17, Ralph says, “ ‘I agree with Mr. Fogg. The world has grown smaller, 
since a man can now go round it ten times more quickly than a hundred years 
ago. And that is why the search for this thief will be more likely to succeed.’ ‘And 
also why the thief can get away more easily.’” What about now? If this was true in 
their day, 150 years ago, how much more true now? How quickly can a person 
travel in the world today? And what are the negatives of this easy travel? They 
mention that bad people, criminals, can just as easily use this fact as can good 
people. What are the positives and negatives of being able to travel quickly and 
easily, of the world being “smaller” now? 

Research: the role of gentlemen’s clubs in the Victorian Era 

Activity: How many ways of traveling do you know? Make a list. Example: biking, 
walking…  This story takes place in 1872. Which ways of traveling from your list do you 
think you would find in a story about a journey around the world in 1872? 

Character/Bible:  

• Mr. Fogg says, “The unforeseen does not exist,” when the men worry that he 
would lose twenty thousand pounds “by a single accidental delay!” According to 
Proverbs 20:24-25, how is he right and how is he wrong?  

• p. 21 “A memorandum of the wager was at once drawn up and signed by the six 
parties, during which Phileas Fogg preserved a stoical composure. He certainly did 
not bet to win…. As for his antagonists, they seemed much agitated; not so much 
by the value of their stake, as because they had some scruples about betting 
under conditions so difficult to their friend.”  What does the Bible say about 
gambling? Pr. 22:3, Eph. 4:28, 10th Commandment, Lk. 10:27 Should his 
antagonists have scruples about this bet? [Discuss: They should… they realize 
that they may be the ruin of him.] Is it good or bad that Fogg is stoical about the 
wager? It is good that he doesn’t seem to care about money and isn’t betting in 
order to enrich himself. It is not wise to bet, however, and he should be a better 
steward of what God has given him. (What is another evidence that he doesn’t 
care about money? He gives his earnings in the whist game to a beggar woman.) 
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• How did Passepartout respond when he learned that there were 20,000 pounds in 
the carpetbag? How would you feel if you had the responsibility for that much 
money? See how much money that would be today. (Look for an online 
calculator.) 

Copywork or Dictation: “The unforeseen does not exist,” quietly replied Phileas Fogg. 
“A well-used minimum suffices for everything.” 

Day Three: Chapters 5-6 

Teacher Check:  

• Did they annotate anything in the book? 

• Did they do their vocabulary work? 

• Check their précis. Give any help that is needed. 

• Check their character page on Passepartout. Make sure they followed directions. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like. I would go easy on the literary 
devices in the beginning of the book until they learn more in their guide, but 
make sure to bring out character elements right from the beginning. 

Major characters introduced: Detective Fix 

Literary devices:  

• Historical allusion: see below for a quick article explaining Alabama claims. 

• Personification: ch. 5 p. 30: “This article made a great deal of noise…” 

• Cliché: ch. 6 p. 35 “He’ll not slip through my fingers.”  

• Understatement: “Mr. Fix evidently was not wanting in a tinge of self-conceit.” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• Did Phileas Fogg think that his going around the world would be a big commotion? 
 

• Did most people think he would be able to make it around the world in 80 days? 
See the first paragraph of chapter 5: “the large majority shook their heads and 
declared against him; it was absurd, impossible, they declared, that the tour of 
the world could be made, except theoretically and on paper, in this minimum of 
time, and with the existing means of travelling.” Do you agree? What would you 
write if you were writing for the news? Most newspapers “scouted Mr. Fogg’s 
project as madness; the Daily Telegraph alone hesitatingly supported him.” 

• Mr. Fix says that a scent for tracking down criminals is like a sixth sense which 
combines what three senses? hearing, seeing, and smelling 

• The consul tells Mr. Fix, “An English criminal, you know, is always better 
concealed in London than anywhere else.” Explain what he means. 

• "The artistic thing is, to unmask honest countenances; it's no light task, I admit, 
but a real art." Detective Fix—Chapter VI, pg. 18 “This quote reveals Fix's 
motivation throughout the entire story. He is convinced that there is a ruthless 
bank robber hidden beneath Fogg's honest exterior. It also reveals a lot about 
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Fix's character; he truly believes that what he is doing is right, and on top of that, 
he is exceedingly confident in his own abilities.”4 

• “If the thing is feasible, the first to do it ought to be an Englishman.” This is a 
good example of British thinking during the Victorian era when the British Empire 
spread all over the world. Notice who said this—an “elderly gentleman…noble 
lord.” See Story of the World Volume 4, Chapter One for more background. 

• In ch. 6, p. 35, Detective Fix says to the consul, “…great robbers always resemble 
honest folks.” Notice the universal term “always.” A restatement of that sentence 
into proper logical form might say, “All great robbers are folks having an honest 
appearance.” Is this true? Wouldn’t this idea tend toward a very suspicious nature 
in the person who thought it? How trusting or suspicious of others should we be? 

• Already we have observed good character traits in Phileas Fogg. List three that 
you can remember so far. 

 

Research:  

• Why was the Suez Canal built? What is the British connection to the Suez Canal 
through its history?   

• How does the stock market work? “How the Stock Exchange Works” (Dummies) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3QpgXBtDeo               or “How Does the 
Stock Market Work?” TED-Ed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7HKvqRI_Bo  

• Historical allusion: what is an Alabama claim? (see appendix for an article) 

Activity: Writing exercise—how many words for “boat” can you find in chapter 6? ship, 
steamer, boat, fishing-smack, galley (even Mongolia, the proper name for a ship)   Try to 
write using exact, descriptive words. Also think of synonyms you could say in its place. 

Character/Bible:  

• Ch. 5: “Everybody knows that England is the world of betting men, who are of a 
higher class than mere gamblers; to bet is in the English temperament.” This is 
an interesting statement. In what way are they in a “higher” class than “mere” 
gamblers? What do you think that means? Is this blaming a vice (gambling) on 
something that is unalterable (temperament)? Does one have vices or sins 
because they were born that way or it is somehow inherent in them, or because 
they have been brought up somehow to do it? (nature vs. nurture) Can we say 
that certain vices or virtues are in an “English” temperament? Do different people 
groups as a whole have a “temperament”? And finally, is it gambling to risk 
money in the stock market? How should Christians feel about or interact with the 
stock market? Notice in other English books of the century, such as in Pride and 
Prejudice (Mr. Wickham’s gambling debts) or in Charles Dickens’s Nicholas 
Nickleby (Nicholas’s father dies after losing all of his money in a bad investment) 
how much angst debts would cause as well as ruin of reputation. Look at “The 
Ladder of Fortune” by Currier and Ives: https://fineartamerica.com/featured/1-
the-ladder-of-fortune-currier-and-ives.html 

Copywork or Dictation: “If the thing is feasible, the first to do it ought to be an 
Englishman.” 

                                                
4 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 24 May 2020. 



 9 

Day Four: Chapters 7-8 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Give any help that is needed. 

• Check their character page on Mr. Fix. Make sure they followed directions. Remind 
them that on some days in the future, they should add to these character pages 
when they see something revealing about the character or if they see any change. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Literary devices:  

• Metaphor: “…whilst Fix observed, or rather devoured, the stranger with his eyes 
from a corner of the room.” 

• I suggest that you save this one for the end of the book so as not to spoil the 
ending! Discuss this in the book discussions after the child has finished reading 
the book… Foreshadowing: "You have kept London time, which is two hours 
behind that of Suez. You ought to regulate your watch at noon in each country." 
Detective Fix—Chapter 8, pg. 23 “This is the first big clue that Verne drops about 
time and setting watches. Multiple references to Passepartout's watch and London 
time will point to the novel's resolution, in which Passepartout realizes that they 
gained a day by traveling eastward and crossing the International Date Line. Time 
is even more important than they originally thought.”5 

Questions and Discussion:  

• The consul says at the beginning of chapter 7, “A robber doesn’t quite like to 
leave traces of his flight behind him; and, besides, he is not obliged to have his 
passport countersigned.” The last time we see this minor character the consul, he 
is expressing doubts about Mr. Fix’s theory that Mr. Fogg is the robber. Why do 
you think Fix is not swayed in the least from his idea, even when Mr. Fogg comes 
to get his visa signed? 

• What was the reason Phileas Fogg gave the consul for getting his passport 
visaed? He wants to prove that he came by the Suez Canal. 

• By the end of your reading today, was Phileas Fogg behind or ahead of time 
according to his schedule? Neither 

• Why didn’t Mr. Fogg even think of going out to see the town there at the Suez 
Canal? He was “one of those Englishmen who are wont to see foreign countries 
through the eyes of their domestics.” Why do most people go on a journey? To 
tour a place, to see it! A journey just for the sake of a wager based on time 
seems to be against the point. We see here in Mr. Fogg’s mechanical personality 
little of the virtues of wonder, intellectual curiosity, or enjoying beauty.  

• Why wasn’t Passepartout’s watch showing the correct time?  

Research: What do the roots of the word chronometer mean? chronos—time; meter—
measure. Again this is an example of a good usage of synonyms in writing. Keep your 
eyes open for all of the references to time in this book. 

                                                
5 Ibid.  
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Character/Bible: Yesterday we saw Mr. Fix’s pride. Today notice how Passepartout 
would not admit that his family watch was wrong even when that meant that he had to 
hold to a ridiculous position. What was that position? “So much the worse for the sun, 
monsieur. The sun will be wrong, then!” Eccl. 1:5, Ps. 104:19, Ps. 72:17 In these verses 
we see the dependability of the sun that God made. It’s laughable that a man would 
claim his watch, made by a man, would be more dependable. Pride can lead a person to 
be foolish; and then pride can keep him from humbly admitting his foolishness, even 
when it’s obvious to all, including him, that he is being ridiculous. 

Copywork or Dictation: "You have kept London time, which is two hours behind that of 
Suez. You ought to regulate your watch at noon in each country." Fix—Ch. 8 

Day Five: 

Teacher Check:  

• Project 1A: Have a world map printed for their map project. Check to see that 
they drew Fogg’s route that he has taken so far. They should write in the names 
of the cities he visited. 

• Project 1B (optional): Print the passport page for them. (Feel free to make it 
more fancy-looking if you like. I suggest cardstock.) Explain, if needed. 

• Project 2: Check their paragraph about the setting. You may have to help them 
find a book to research quickly for some background. The first paragraph should 
talk about Imperial Britain and how it relates to the novel. Older students should 
write a second paragraph on one of the options listed in their guide, somehow 
related to the setting. Alternatively, they may choose to do one of the following 
projects on currencies and time zones.  

• Currency Chart: Phileas Fogg takes 20,000 pounds around the world with him. 
Using this link, look up the basic unit of currency for each of the countries to 
which Fogg travels, and see how much a pound is worth in modern times.    
https://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/convert/?Amount=1&From=GBP&To=EUR 

Great Britain Pound =  
Epypt Pound  _______ 
India Rupee  _______ 
China Yuan  _______ 
Japan Yen  _______ 
Singapore Dollar  _______ 
United States Dollar _________ 
Ireland Euro  _______ 

 
• Time Zones Chart: Make a chart of different countries in the book—start with your 

time zone and choose a time of day. Can you find out what time it will be in other 
countries on your list? Also, for larger countries like America or China, do they use 
different time zones or keep everyone on one time zone? Why are times different 
around the world? Use the list above for countries.
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Day Six: Chapters 9-10 

Teacher Check: It’s important that the student reads the lesson in his guide on “New 
Daily Routine: Literary Devices” before reading the chapters in the novel today. 

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they watching for 
descriptions about their characters? Did they update their map/passport? 

• Check to see that at the least they have recorded two of the four kinds of literary 
devices explained, with one example for each. Hopefully, they found time to do 
one example for each of the four literary devices.  

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Literary devices:  

• Historical allusion: ch. 9 “Among the passengers was a number of officials and 
military officers of various grades, the latter being either attached to the regular 
British forces, or commanding the Sepoy troops and receiving high salaries ever 
since the central government has assumed the powers of the East India 
Company…” 

• Simile: “Always the same impassible member of the Reform Club, whom no 
incident could surprise, as unvarying as the ship’s chronometers, and seldom 
having the curiosity even to go on deck, he passed through the memorable 
scenes of the Red Sea with cold indifference; did not care to recognize the historic 
towns and villages which, along its borders, raised their picturesque outlines 
against the sky…” [Phileas Fogg—compared to a clock, a time machine—again, 
another reference to time. Also portrays his character—he doesn’t care about 
enjoying the scenery. Is this a sort of oxymoron? Who takes a journey just for the 
sake of doing it as fast as possible? Most travelers travel for the sake of 
sightseeing and touring.] 

• Historical allusion: ch. 9 “…and betrayed no fear of the dangers of the Arabic Gulf, 
which the old historians always spoke of with horror, and upon which the ancient 
navigators never ventured without propitiating the gods by ample sacrifices.”  

• Metaphor and historical allusion: “He gazed with wonder upon the fortifications 
which make this place the Gibraltar of the Indian Ocean, and the vast cisterns 
where the English engineers were still at work, two thousand years after the 
engineers of Solomon.”  

• Metaphor: “The steamer entered the road formed by the islands in the bay, and 
at half-past four she hauled up at the quays of Bombay.” Is this an archipelago? 
Geography and vocabulary 

• Another simile about time: “Mr. Fogg…with his regular step, which beat to the 
second, like an astronomical clock, directed his steps to the passport office.”  

• Foreshadowing: “No, I’ll stay,” muttered he. “An offence has been committed on 
Indian soil. I’ve got my man.” Now Passepartout will be a casualty to Phileas 
Fogg. 

Questions and Discussion:  

• What does the “l.” stand for in ch. 9: “the sub-lieutenants get 280l…” 
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• Fogg offered the engineer of the Mongolia a reward if he could do what? 
• What sea was the Mongolia traveling on? 
• Name six of the sights in India that Fix told Pass about. (mosques, minarets, 

temples, fakirs, pagodas, tigers, snakes, elephants) 
• Explain what this means: Aden is considered to be the “Gibraltar of the Indian 

Ocean.”  
• In ch. 9, did you catch the contrast between Passepartout and Mr. Fogg? How are 

they different in their travels? (…mainly that Fogg doesn’t care about sightseeing 
and plays whist constantly, whereas Passepartout enjoys sightseeing and eating 
and talking. Also, Passepartout’s quote “You see, a man of sound sense ought not 
to spend his life jumping from a steamer upon a railway train, and from a railway 
train upon a steamer again, pretending to make the tour of the world in eighty 
days!” reveals that he still can’t quite believe that they’re really doing this 
journey, and his view of the sanity level of someone who really would do it.) Did 
you add any of these descriptions to your character pages? Also notice in chapter 
10, Fogg is totally on mission. He goes directly to the passport office and doesn’t 
care “a straw” to see any of the wonders of Bombay.  

• How does Mr. Fogg feel about his gain of two days at Bombay? calm 

• How does Passepartout feel towards Mr. Fix? “…was enchanted with the congenial 
companion which chance had secured him in the person of the delightful Fix.” 

• What are some of the wonders of Bombay which Fogg “cared not a straw to see”? 
“its famous city hall, its splendid library, its forts and docks, its bazaars, mosques, 
synagogues, its Armenian churches, and the noble pagoda on Malebar Hill with its 
two polygonal towers…the masterpieces of Elephanta, or the mysterious 
hypogea…remains of Buddhist architecture, the Kanherian grottoes…” 

Research:  

• What are Sepoy troops? (ch. 9-10 Ch. 10 mentions “down to the time of the great 
Sepoy insurrection”) Perhaps read Story of the World vol. 4 “The Sepoy Mutiny.” 

• Look up the geographical points mentioned at the end of chapter nine, “the Strait 
of Bab-el-Mandeb” for example, to make the line on your map as accurate as 
possible.  

• Fuelling steamers: compare the price listed in the novel to costs for fuelling big 
ships today. (See appendix for an article about steamers and commercial 
shipping.) 

• Research the history of the steamship and the Industrial Revolution. (See 
appendix.) 

• Research: was the Arabic Gulf dangerous to travel? Is it even now dangerous? 

• Aden=the Gibraltar of the Indian Ocean: what does that mean? What was its 
history dating back to “the engineers of Solomon”? 

• What is the history of British India? (See article in appendix.) 

• Railroads (read the article in the appendix on British railways in India and Africa) 

• the religion of the Parsees: “These descendants of the sect of Zoroaster – the 
most thrifty, civilized, intelligent and austere of the East Indians, among whom 
are counted the richest native merchants of Bombay…” Or research the religion of 
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Zoroaster. [Note: the GradeSaver article insinuates it’s a racist slur to call the 
upcoming minor character the “Parsee” when other minor characters have names. 
But this reference to the Parsees is positive; in fact, I haven’t found a negative 
comment about the Parsees in the novel. Furthermore, Verne calls it “the wise 
policy of the British Government severely punishes a disregard of the practices of 
the native religions” in regard to Passepartout being “quite ignorant that it is 
forbidden to Christians to enter certain indian temples.” So Verne shows a respect 
for the freedom of religion here.] 

• Amy Carmichael, single woman missionary to India, who would enter Indian 
temples in disguise in an attempt to rescue little girls kept there for prostitution. 

Activity:  

• Read four articles in the appendix on steamers, commercial shipping, British 
Imperial railways, and India under the British Empire. Use a map to understand 
where the British railway went in India, as described in the novel. (ch. 10) 

• Watch Torchlighters Amy Carmichael video. 

• Can you find out what goes on in a Hindu temple today?  

Character/Bible: “Very curious, very curious,” said Passepartout to himself, on 
returning to the steamer. “I see that it is by no means useless to travel, if a man wants 
to see something new.” Intellectual Curiosity is a disposition to wonder, ponder, and ask 
why. A thirst for understanding and a desire to explore. Slogan: Ask questions! Pr. 2:3-
5.  Notice that Passepartout has this while Fogg doesn’t, but Passepartout hadn’t even 
wanted to travel!  

Notes: p. 54 “But this delay, as it was foreseen, did not affect Phileas Fogg’s 
programme…” Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s 
statement that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly 
does meet up with unforeseen delays. 

Also notice p. 57 “The aspect of the country, as well as the manners and distinctions of 
race, is daily changing.” Verne is does not overlook that wrongs of the British 
imperialists, for example when he says that it seldom paid the chiefs when it “purchased” 
provinces from them. This quote, however, does seem to fit with the British mindset of 
the time, that they would improve the countries over which they had control. It seems 
like it has a positive connotation. 

Copywork or Dictation: “Very curious, very curious,” said Passepartout to himself, on 
returning to the steamer. “I see that it is by no means useless to travel, if a man wants 
to see something new.” 
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Day Seven: Chapters 11-12 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they watching for 
descriptions about their characters and more examples of the literary devices? 
(They need to get 3-5 similes, 2-3 metaphors, 2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing 
examples.) 

• Check their paragraph regarding religion in India. Give them any help needed to 
research for their topic and write their paragraph.  

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters introduced: Sir Francis Cromarty, the Parsee guide, and Aouda (her 
name will appear in chapter 13 with more information) 

Literary devices:  

• Historical allusion: “Sir Francis…who had greatly distinguished himself in the last 
Sepoy revolt.” 

• Chremamorphism is a kind of reverse personification, when the qualities of 
inanimate objects are attributed to humans. We have seen Fogg described as a 
machine before, and here again we see similar terminology: “But Phileas Fogg, 
who was not travelling, but only describing a circumference [emphasis mine—
discuss what that means], took no pains to inquire into these subjects [e.g. ‘the 
customs, history and character of India and its people’: again we see that he is 
not really “travelling” according to Verne and really the proper definition of 
travelling!]; he was a solid body, traversing an orbit around the terrestrial globe, 
according to the laws of rational mechanics.” He is likened to the moon, 
mechanically following set laws of motion that cannot be altered. He cares more 
about time than people.  

• Is it a kind of irony or foreshadowing that Sir Francis thinks of Fogg’s trip and 
wager as “a useless eccentricity and a lack of sound common sense. In the way 
this strange gentleman was going on, he would leave the world without having 
done any good to himself or anybody else.” Notice how in just a few chapters, he 
will have done good to someone else, and indeed we will find in the end, that he 
also did good to himself, ultimately through the very trip that Sir Francis thought 
useless. 

• Cliché: “Passepartout, his feet comfortably wrapped in his travelling-blanket, was 
sound asleep, and did not dream that anybody was talking about him.” This is a 
common or overused phrase, but here used in a pun since he is actually asleep. 

• Don’t discuss this one with your students until the end of the book! 
Foreshadowing and theme: p. 68 Passepartout’s watch mentioned again, this time 
with Cromarty telling him to regulate it in each new time zone. This time, it 
references “going eastward, that is in the face of the sun, and therefore the days 
were shorter by four minutes for each degree gone over…” This is an overt hint, 
but most readers won’t get the hint. The hint goes even farther into irony: “It was 
an innocent delusion which could harm no one.” –Really? They’ll all find out later 
that going east was very important to the success of their venture! 

• Simile: about watches again!—“The papers were like some watches, which have a 
way of getting too fast, and had been premature in their announcement of the 
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completion of the line.” 

• Simile: Passepartout “vaulted like a clown on a spring-board” while on the 
elephant. This is an apt simile, since we find out that Passepartout actually has a 
history with the circus. 

• Personification: “The country soon presented a very savage aspect.” 

• Simile: “…bananas, the fruit of which, as healthy as bread and as succulent as 
cream…” 

• Metaphor: “The whole district north of the Vindhias is the theatre of incessant 
murders and pillage.” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• Did you notice or add to your character chart all of the clues to Mr. Fogg’s 
character? The narrator, his actions, and the minor character of Sir Francis reveal 
more about him to us. Why would he have “rubbed his hands for satisfaction”? 
Because they’re making good time. Why is that described as “a useless 
demonstration” that wouldn’t be “in his nature”? Remember in chapter one how 
he even disciplined his body motions. Even mentally, he is “calculating…the 
number of hours spent since his departure from London.” He is like a clock. 

• What two things does Sir Francis wonder about Fogg? 1—“whether a human heart 
really beat beneath this cold exterior, and…” 2—“whether PHileas Fogg had any 
sense of the beauties of nature.” 

• What does Sir Francis conclude about Fogg in his own thoughts? “…of all the 
eccentric persons he had ever met, none was comparable to this product of the 
exact sciences.” [There’s another metaphor like the one above, relating Fogg to 
fixed unalterable scientific laws.] 

• What does Sir Francis think of Fogg’s trip and wager? “a useless eccentricity and a 
lack of sound common sense. In the way this strange gentleman was going on, he 
would leave the world without having done any good to himself or anybody else.” 

• Why is Fogg not concerned about Passepartout’s illegality of entering the Hindu 
temple when Cromarty warns him that it may be a difficulty to him? He won’t let 
it stop his trip if Passepartout is caught, condemned, or punished, and sent 
quietly back to Europe. Notice this repeated reference to how Passepartout is a 
hindrance, a casualty, to Fogg because of that incident.  

• Did you notice the changes in Passepartout and write some notes down on his 
character page? “He came to regard his master’s project as intended in good 
earnest, believed in the reality of the bet, and therefore the tour of the world, and 
the necessity of making it without fail within the designated period. Already he 
began to worry about possible delays…He recognized himself as being personally 
interested in the wager, and trembled at the thought that that he might have 
been the means of losing it by his unpardonable folly of the night before. Being 
much less cool-headed than Mr. Fogg, he was much more restless…mentally 
blaming…” It is credible that Passepartout would change first, before Mr. Fogg. He 
is less methodical. The descriptions are consistent with how their natures were 
described. p. 67-68 

• What is the first great problem to the quest in chapter 11? The railroad isn’t done. 
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• How do each of the characters respond to this problem? Cromarty and 
Passepartout are furious, but Fogg is calm. He says “it was foreseen.” 

• How does Fogg explain his calmness about the delay? He has two extra days to 
sacrifice. 

• Which character found the solution for their transport in the elephant? 
Passepartout 

• How do the characters react to the rough elephant ride? Fogg and Cromarty with 
“British phlegm, talking little,” and Passepartout (“worthy fellow”) with laughter. 

• What phrases show the tension of the Parsee as he tries to keep the group away 
from local Indians? “The Parsee avoided them as much as possible….he preferred 
to travel under cover of the woods. They had not as yet had any unpleasant 
encounters…. ‘A procession of Brahmins…We must prevent their seeing us, if 
possible.’ …asking the travellers not to stir…should flight become necessary….The 
Parsee made a motion to keep silence….put his finger to his lips.” 

• How is the Hindu goddess Kali described, and is it positive or negative? “a hideous 
statue with four arms, the body coloured a dull red, with haggard eyes, 
disheveled hair, protruding tongue, and lips tinted with betel. It stood upright 
upon the figure of a prostrate and headless giant…. ‘Of death, perhaps,’ muttered 
back Passepartout, ‘but of love – that old hag? Never!’” 

• What does Sir Francis explain as the two options for Hindu widows? 1—suttee; 
2—live a frightful existence until she dies unloved and uncared for. 

• Why is it important that the Parsee explained that the sacrifice that would take 
place was “not a voluntary one”? This especially motivated the men to rescue her. 

• "Why, you are a man of heart!" 

"Sometimes," replied Phileas Fogg quietly; "when I have the time." 

Sir Francis and Phileas Fogg—Chapter 12, pg. 43  

This quote suggests that Fogg would not have decided to save Aouda if he didn't 
have time to spare. This mentality shows that Fogg has not yet undergone his 
emotional transformation, since later on he will realize that love for Aouda is the 
greatest thing he gained from this trip. It also reaffirms his stoic countenance for 
the others; he does not want them to think him too emotional, and wants to show 
that he is driven by logic and reason rather than by his heart.6  

I tend to think that Fogg is being self-effacing here, and that this is an excellent 
example of the worth of his character. What do you think? Do you think that his 
decision is only based on whether or not he has the time to rescue her, or do you 
agree with Sir Francis that this is an evidence that Fogg has a good heart? 

Research:  

• Research or read a biography of William Carey and his co-workers, Mr. Marshman 
and Mr. Ward—the Serampore Trio—who fought against suttee and did many 
other noble works in India. Carey at one point worked in an area under Danish 

                                                
6 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 24 
October 2015 Web. 4 June 2020. 
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control because the British would not let missionaries into their area. Shortly after 
Carey arrived, in desperation to find a place to live and to work to supply for the 
mission’s and his family’s needs, he found work as an indigo factory manager. 
The second sentence of chapter 11 mentions “indigo merchants.” Notice also the 
mention of opium: we can research this more when we leave India and get to 
China.  

• Here is a lengthy, but excellent, quote by Charles James Napier, a British official 
in India after Carey. It may be used in research or for copywork. “Be it so. This 
burning of widows is your custom; prepare the funeral pile. But my nation has 
also a custom. When men burn women alive we hang them, and confiscate all 
their property. My carpenters shall therefore erect gibbets on which to hang all 
concerned when the widow is consumed. Let us all act according to national 
customs. [To Hindu priests complaining to him about the prohibition of Sati 
religious funeral practice of burning widows alive on her husband’s funeral pyre.]” 

 
• Amy Carmichael, single woman missionary to India, who would enter Indian 

temples in disguise in an attempt to rescue little girls kept there for prostitution. 

• They could research the train lines and map points discussed throughout chapter 
11. 

• The history of India and the spice trade “wars.” Chapter 11 mentions a list of 
spices for which India is known.  

• Research Indian art in its architecture: The same section mentions “the 
exhaustless ornamentation of Indian architecture.” 

• Geography: study tributaries. Ch. 12 mentions “the village of Kallenger, on the 
Cani, one of the branches of the Ganges.” 

• Research what it means that “they had intoxicated her with fumes of hemp and 
opium” and what that would do to a person’s system. 

Activity:  

• Watch Torchlighters Amy Carmichael video. 

• Write a paragraph about sleeping in an abandoned cabin at night in the forest 
using many adjectives.  

Character/Bible:  

• Sir Francis thinks of Fogg’s trip and wager as “a useless eccentricity and a lack of 
sound common sense. In the way this strange gentleman was going on, he would 
leave the world without having done any good to himself or anybody else.” Do 
you agree that Fogg’s trip is a wasteful quest? What does 1 Cor. 10:31 and the 
Westminster Catechism say about a Christian’s chief purpose or goal in life? My 
purpose in life is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

• What “one thought troubled the worthy servant” Passepartout on their elephant 
journey? What to do with the elephant. Contrast the Indian’s care of the elephant 
with Passepartout’s concern for him. According to Pr. 12:10, how should 
Christians feel about animals?  

• As the party travels through the jungle with the elephant, they sleep in a setting 
that does not seem conducive to rest, yet Mr. Fogg “slumbered as peacefully as if 
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he had been in his serene mansion in Saville Row.” Could you sleep with the 
stress of fulfilling the bet and wild animals and hostile nationals near? Ps. 127:1-2 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays.  p. 65, ch. 11: “Such a delay would not have deranged my 
plans in the least,” said Mr. Fogg. “I have constantly foreseen the likelihood of certain 
obstacles.” p. 70 “No, Sir Francis; it was foreseen.” How does he explain this latter 
comment? “…I knew that some obstacle or other would sooner or later arise on my 
route. Nothing, therefore is lost. I have two days, which I have already gained, to 
sacrifice.”  

Copywork or Dictation: “The general only saw in the wager a useless eccentricity and 
a lack of sound common sense. In the way this strange gentleman was going on, he 
would leave the world without having done any good to himself or anybody else.” 

Day Eight: Chapters 13-14 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they watching for 
descriptions about their characters and more examples of the literary devices? 
(They need to get 3-5 similes, 2-3 metaphors, 2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing 
examples.) 

• Did they choose a minor character to write about? Did they answer the questions, 
especially regarding Verne’s purpose for that minor character? They need to write 
about 2-3 minor characters by the end of the book. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters introduced: Aouda  

Literary devices:  

• Simile: “The ground was covered by groups of the Indians, motionless in their 
drunken sleep; it seemed a battle-field strewn with the dead.” p. 88 

• Simile: “Passepartout, who had perched himself on the lower branches of a tree, 
was resolving an idea which had at first struck him like a flash…” 

• Foreshadowing: We are told that Passepartout has an idea for how to save her, 
and that he’s in the tree, and that his idea depends on the drunken stupor of the 
people. 

• Metaphor: Passepartout “slipped, with the suppleness of a serpent, to the lower 
branches…” 

• Simile: “The old rajah was not dead, then, since he rose of a sudden, like a 
spectre,…clouds of smoke, which only heightened his ghostly appearance.” 

• Literary allusion: The long quote from the poet-king, Ucaf Uddaul, to celebrate 
“the charms of the queen of Ahmehnagara…”  

• Imagery: The whole description of the poet-king of the queen, including: "Her 
teeth, fine, equal, and white, glitter between her smiling lips like dewdrops in a 
passion-flower's half-enveloped breast." (Chapter 14, pg. 97) (Simile) Verne uses 
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simile in his description of Aouda, highlighting her delicate perfection. Her 
feminine presence contrasts with the rest of Fogg's party. All of the other 
characters who show up for even just a chapter or two have been male, so the 
ethereal language that Verne uses to describe Aouda sets her apart from 
everyone else.7  

• Simile: “…beneath her long silken lashes the purest reflection and a celestial light 
swim, as in the sacred lakes of Himalaya, in the black pupiils of her great clear 
eyes.” 

• Hyperbole? Irony? “It is enough to say, without applying this poetical rhapsody to 
Aouda, that she was a charming woman, in all the European acceptation of the 
phrase.” He already did apply it to Aouda.  

• Simile/Metaphor: “like Mahomet’s tomb…the Athens of India” –a city Benares. 

• Imagery: India: “As the group traverses the Indian countryside first by train and 
then by elephant, Verne includes a few paragraphs of intense imagery describing 
the incredible scene as it unfolds before them. He notes that the forests around 
them were "still haunted by elephants which, with pensive eyes, gazed at the 
train as it passed." This imagery highlights the intense differences between India 
and the refined European cities that the group is used to.”8 

Questions and Discussion:  

• Discuss what does the subtitle of chapter 13 mean? “In which Passepartout 
receives a new proof that fortune favours the brave.” 

• How is Mr. Fogg described in heroic terms in chapter 13? “The project was a bold 
one, full of difficulty, perhaps impracticable. Mr. Fogg was going to risk life, or at 
least liberty, and therefore the success of his tour. But he did not hesitate, and he 
found in Sir Francis Cromarty an enthusiastic ally.” Also, even the subtitle uses 
the term “brave.”  

• How does Mr. Fogg’s proposal affect Passepartout? “His master’s idea charmed 
him; he perceived a heart, a soul, under that icy exterior. [This confirms more 
what we asked yesterday—do you agree with Cromarty that Fogg’s decision is 
evidence that he has a great heart? Passepartout agrees with Cromarty.] He 
began to love Phileas Fogg.”  Don’t you, also, when you see this heroic decision? 
Note these important changes in Passepartout on his character page. 

• What motivation does the Parsee give for helping to aid in the rescue? A tribal 
one, rather than a moral one. “I am a Parsee, and this woman is a Parsee.” Is this 
a sign of Providence, then, that their guide would be of the same people group as 
the woman, in order to make him sympathetic to the cause? 

• These chapters offer information to study the difference in the characters. For 
example on p. 90, “They could not reach the victim; howm then, could they save 
her? Sir Francis shook his fists, Passepartout was beside himself, and the guide 
gnashed his teeth with rage. The tranquil Fogg waited, without betraying any 
emotion.”  

• What is the significance of Sir Francis finding an open knife in Mr. Fogg’s hand? It 
                                                
7 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Metaphors and Similes". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 13 June 2020. 
8 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Imagery". GradeSaver, 24 October 
2015 Web. 13 June 2020. 
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seems that he is planning to save Aouda, regardless of the risk to himself. Notice 
also how the guide and Sir Francis had to hold back Fogg from rushing on the 
pyre, and ultimately couldn’t hold him back, when Passepartout jumped in.  

• “…the fakirs, who escorted her with their wild, religious cries…” Here is another 
example of how Satan loves death. So often in false religions, the practices lead 
to death. Also notice how false religion is the enemy of progress. p. 101 “What 
would these divinities think of India, anglicized as it is today, with steamers 
whistling and scudding along the Ganges, frightening the gulls which float upon its 
surface, the turtles swarming along its banks, and the faithful dwelling upon its 
borders?” 

• Why was Sir Francis still disturbed, even after they had managed to rescue 
Aouda? He felt responsible for her safety in the future. 

• How much did passepartout pay for clothing for Aouda? 75 pounds! That’s 
8,208.49 pounds today [June 2020]! (or $10,297.14) 

• “…the guide had not exaggerated in saying that the young Parsee had been 
transformed by her bringing up.” Discuss how the difference in religion affects 
culture, and how the English culture really did bring about good, as a case in 
point here. She was not brought up according to the Hindu religion and culture. 

• Why was Passepartout astonished that Mr. Fogg didn’t pay the guide more than 
was agreed upon? Because it didn’t seem fair. Considering all the extra help and 
fine service the guide had offered to them, especially in the extra effort of saving 
Aouda, it seems Fogg should have paid more. But of course, Fogg had already 
thought of payment for both the “service” and the “devotion,” as well as the 
problem of what to do with the elephant. The Parsee’s extra service should be 
paid for, and it was extravagantly done so with the elephant. The Parsee 
acknowledges that it’s a “fortune!” Passepartout is learning through these 
encounters to trust his master more. 

• How can Mr. Fogg say that even after he pays the Parsee guide with the elephant 
that he would “still be your debtor”? Because he is showing how invaluable life is. 
Saving Aouda’s life was worth more than even a fortune could pay for. Think of 
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. How could He pay for the lives of all those 
who trust in Him? This shows the value of Christ, as well as the worth He put on 
us to pay for the church, His Bride, with such a cost.  

• Notice end of the chapter, which states how Fogg is doing regarding time. 

• Foreshadowing: Share this at the end, so as not to spoil the surprise of Fogg 
marrying Aouda: “The two days gained between London and Bombay had been 
lost, as has been seen, in the journey across India. But it is not to be supposed 
that Phileas Fogg regretted them.” Fogg doesn’t see any of India as a tourist, but 
he gains in relationship.  

Research:  

• What are the historical background, meaning, and alternate wordings of the 
phrase “Fortune favors the brave”? 

• Indian or Hindu arranged marriages or child brides: “…Aouda. Left an orphan, she 
was married against her will…she escaped…” 

• Allahabad is called “the City of God” and is at the “junction of the two sacred 
rivers, Ganges and Jumna, the waters of which attract pilgrims from every part of 
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the peninsula. The Ganges, according to the legends of the Ramayana, rises in 
heaven, whence owing to Brahma’s agency, it descends to the earth.” Find this 
city on a map and read more about its history (as described “it was formerly 
defended by a noble fort…”) and religious significance in India. Alternatively, 
research the significance of Benares, the “Athens of India,” built on the ancient 
Casi, and the Brahmin legends about it. Or simply research the Ganges River and 
its religious significance to the Hindus, as referenced in the sections on Allahabad 
and after Benares (p. 100). Then on p. 101, there are several more options for 
researching the history or geography of India: “the fort of Chupenie…ancient 
stronghold of the rajahs…Ghazipur and its famous rose-water factories…tomb of 
Lord Cornwallis…fortified town of Buxar…principal opium market…Monghir…as 
English as Manchester or Birmingham…” 

Activity:  

• Eat Indian food! Try samosas or a homemade curry with basmati rice. For an easy 
homemade version, fry a diced onion until soft, add some minced garlic and fry 
for 30 seconds more, and then 2 T. mild or medium curry powder, fried just for 
20 seconds. (Make sure there’s enough oil and the curry powder doesn’t burn!) 
Throw into a slow cooker along with 5-6 chicken breasts (doesn’t matter if they’re 
frozen) and 3-4 cans diced tomatoes. (Process them in a blender first if they don’t 
have a lot of juice. The longer way is to grate up several fresh tomatoes—discard 
the peels.) Add a chicken stock cube, 1-2 T. salt, and 1 T. sugar. Cook on low for 
6 hours or high for 3 or until the chicken is cooked. Chop chicken. Make sure you 
taste test before serving over basmati rice (cook 2-3 cups) to see if you need to 
add sugar or salt. If too salty, add a tsp. of sugar. If too acidic, add some salt. 

• Imagine you’re Passepartout; write a short story about how you planned to 
rescue Aouda.  

Character/Bible:  

• The importance of hope to perseverance is so important. When it looks like they 
won’t be able to save Aouda, Sir Francis, echoed by the guide suggest that there 
is “nothing to do but to go away.” Fogg wishes to wait a bit longer, and Sir 
Francis asks, “But what can you hope to do? In a few hours, it will be daylight…” 
Fogg replies, “The chance which now seems lost may present itself at the last 
moment.” This is foreshadowing, giving us a hint that they will still be able to 
save her. But more than that, it is a commentary on how important hope is to 
perseverance. Rom. 5:3-4 Verne then proceeds to explain how utterly foolish it 
would be to save the girl from that point on, yet they stay.  

• Ch. 14 begins with Passepartout’s joy over his success, and the other characters’ 
responses to him. “…and his master said, ‘Well done!’ which, from him, was high 
commendation; to which Passepartout replied that all the credit of the affair 
belonged to Mr. Fogg.” Humility is outdoing others in showing honor. Rom. 12:10 
In heaven, we want to hear our Master say, Well done, and all we should say in 
return is Luke 17:10 “I have done what was my duty.” 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays. p. 86 When warned by the Parsee of death or torture if 
captured by the Hindus, Fogg says, “That is foreseen.” 

Copywork or Dictation: “He was therefore neither behindhand nor ahead of time. The 
two days gained between London and Bombay had been lost, as has been seen, in the 
journey across India. But it is not to be supposed that Phileas Fogg regretted them.”  
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Day Nine: Chapters 15-16 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they still taking notes 
about the three major characters and two minor characters? Did they get more 
examples of the literary devices? (They need to get 3-5 similes, 2-3 metaphors, 
2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing examples.) Move on the map from India to 
Hong Kong. 

• Today is for catching up. They may have written about a second minor character 
or more literary devices or major character notes. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters introduced: Judge Obadiah  

Literary devices:  

• dramatic irony: They think they are taken prisoners for having captured Aouda, 
but we know, if we remember, that Fix had determined to catch them for 
Passepartout’s having desecrated the Hindu temple. 

• Simile: “He’s as prodigal as a thief!” 

• Metaphor: automaton:  used in similes and comparisons to refer to a person who 
seems to act in a mechanical or unemotional way: “He treated her with the 
strictest politeness, but with the precision of an automaton, the movements of 
which had been arranged for this purpose.” Once again, he is compared to a 
machine, a kind of robot in this case.  

Questions and Discussion:  

• What did they think they were taken prisoner for? For having helped Aouda 

• Why was Passepartout’s exclamation in the court room “imprudent”? Because 
when he cried out “My shoes!” he’d admitted his guilt of the crime. 

• What do we learn about English law in the imperial nations in this chapter? It 
“protects equally and sternly the religions of the Indian people.” It provided for 
freedom of religion, so long as it didn’t kill people, such as we already studied 
with suttee and the Thuggees. 

• How was Passepartout a hindrance to Mr. Fogg in this chapter and how did he feel 
about it? His master would lose the wager because of their prison sentence. Then 
he lost 2,000 pounds to get them out on bail.  

• Often the chapters begin or conclude with an update or summary about time—
how much time has Fogg lost or gained? But chapter 15 ends differently. Chapter 
15 ends with an update on what? Money—how much money has Fogg had to 
spend of his 20,000 cash that he brought with him—already spent over 5,000 
pounds.  

• Notice the chapter title of chapter 16. Why does Fix not understand what is said 
to him? Because he wants to believe that Fogg is a bad guy; therefore, he can’t 
understand anything that doesn’t fit his idea. How is Fix like Fogg in this regard? 
Both are single-minded and absolutely determined to accomplish their tasks. 
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• Ch. 16 describes Mr. Fogg as phlegmatic and “not betraying the slightest 
emotion” when dealing with Aouda. How do we know that he is not “cold” towards 
her in fact? the words “apparently at least” give the hint that his inner life may be 
different from what he chooses to reveal on the outside Also, Verne gives several 
examples of how solicitous he is to her.  

• Why does ch. 16 say that “she owed Phileas Fogg her life” instead of 
Passepartout? Remember that it was Fogg who decided to take the time and risk 
his venture in order to rescue her. Passepartout in the end accomplished the task, 
but even then, Fogg was trying. It was all due to Fogg’s direction.  

• If you were Aouda, would it comfort you, when wondering if your relative in a far-
off country would take you under his protection, to hear Mr. Fogg say that 
“everything would be mathematically arranged”? 

• Do we have any sign of a romance up to this point between Aouda and one of the 
men? Ch. 16 distinctly says that Fogg showed no signs of attraction to her. 
“Aouda fastened her great eyes, ‘clear as the sacred lakes of the Himalayas’, upon 
him; but the intractable Fogg, as reserved as ever, did not seem inclined to throw 
himself into this lake.”  

• Why does Verne describe Aouda as belonging “to the highest of the native races 
of India” and also “the savage Papuans, who are in the lowest scale of humanity, 
but are not, as has been asserted, cannibals…”? Is this referring to evolution? It 
seems to be related to how civilized the people groups were. Cannibals, even 
though Verne asserts they are not cannibals, are definitely thought by the 
civilized world to be one of the most uncivilized peoples possible. The civilizations 
would be categorized in a hierarchy by things like whether or not they had a 
written language, the ability to record music, codes of law, etc. 

• Why did Fix reacquaint himself with Passepartout even though he didn’t want him 
to become suspicious? He needed more information. He couldn’t figure out who 
Aouda was and wanted to know whether he could use her to delay Fogg in order 
to arrest him.  

• Why was it important for Detective Fix to arrest Mr. Fogg at Hong Kong? Hong 
Kong was the last place under English control. Beyond, he would have to obtain a 
different kind of warrant to get the foreign government to hand over Mr. Fogg to 
him. It’s ironic, because we’ve already seen Mr. Fogg’s respect for the law, and so 
has Mr. Fix. Yet he interpreted those actions as proof that he was a thief. He also 
says that if he fails at Hong Kong his “reputation is lost.” So he’s also motivated 
by the pride of his reputation as a detective.  

Research:  

• Check your map for where is Andaman, “the principal of the islands in the Bay of 
Bengal, with its picturesque Saddle Peak…savage Papuans.” See if the names 
have changed. Also look for the Straits of Malacca, and perhaps research the 
history of them in regard to the Spice Wars.  

Activity:  

• Imagine you are a reporter writing for a newspaper and you are in court to see 
Passepartout’s case. Write an article about it.  
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Character/Bible:  

• In chapter 6, “Mr. Fix evidently was not wanting in a tinge of self-conceit.” Look 
up Pr. 16:18 to see what the Bible says about pride and its consequences. The 
Bible tells us that pride is the root of evil. Pride can lead to many other sins. What 
are some sins to which pride can lead? Notice how Fix’s prideful presuppositions 
influence him throughout the book and blind him to the truth. Here in chapter 15, 
notice how even though Fix is surprised at Fogg’s paying the 2,000 pounds for 
bail, still because of his presupposition that Fogg is the thief, he interprets all of 
Fogg’s actions in light of that. If something doesn’t fit with his presupposition, he 
discards it. If it can be made to fit, it will all go to prove that he’s a thief. So in 
this case, his sacrificing 2,000 pounds only proves that he’s wasteful, as a thief 
would be. Why is it a concern to Fix that he keeps spending money? Because a 
reward of a percentage of the sum recovered from the bank robber was promised 
to the detectives who helped to catch him. Every pound spent is less of a reward 
for Fix.  

Copywork or Dictation: Mr. Fogg betrayed no surprise whatever. The policeman was a 
representative of the law, and law is sacred to an Englishman. 

 

Day Ten:  

Teacher Check:  

• Did they read the literary analysis articles? What did they think about Mr. Fogg 
giving away the elephant—self-interest or kindness? Anything else they agreed or 
disagreed with in the articles? 

• They should have made a notebook page about literary elements and noted the 
genre, point of view, and tone and mood in complete sentences. 

• If they have extra time, they may research any of the research suggestions 
above; or read some of the articles on British railways, the steamship, 
commercial shipping, and the history of British India from this manual’s appendix.  

 

Day Eleven: Chapters 17-18 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters and finishing their literary devices? (They need to find 3-5 
similes, 2-3 metaphors, 2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing examples.) Did they 
update their map today? 

• Check to see if they added conflict with explanation to the list of literary elements 
begun on Day Ten. They may copy the example in their guide if they desire.   

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters introduced: the pilot 
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Literary devices:  

• Conflict:  “…the tempestuous sea, which seemed to be struggling especially to 
delay him…” Ch. 18: “The storm exasperated him, the gale made him furious, and 
he longed to lash the obstinate sea into obedience.”  

• Character: You also see Passepartout becoming more and more earnestly 
involved in his master’s concerns. “Passepartout was as much excited as if the 
twenty thousand pounds were to come from his own pocket.”  

• Dramatic irony: Passepartout is proud of himself for having been so clever to 
figure out why Detective Fix is really following them, but we know that Fix is 
actually a detective who thinks that they are robbers and they are false in their 
wager. 

• Imagery: The group only makes a short stop in Singapore while on the steamer 
from Calcutta to Hong Kong, but Verne includes a paragraph of imagery 
describing the island. This includes lines like "A handsome carriage, drawn by a 
sleek pair of New Holland horses, carried Phileas Fogg and Aouda into the midst 
of rows of palms with brilliant foliage, and of clove-trees, whereof the cloves form 
the heart of a half-open flower".9 

• Historical allusion: “But no! the charms of Aouda failed to act, to Passepartout’s 
great surprise and the disturbances, if they existed, would have been more 
difficult to calculate than those of Uranus which led to the discovery of Neptune.”  

• Chremamorphism is a kind of reverse personification, when the qualities of 
inanimate objects are attributed to humans. “Meanwhile Phileas Fogg moved 
about above them in the most majestic and unconscious indifference. He was 
passing methodically in his orbit around the world, regardless of the lesser stars 
which gravitated around him.” Is this saying he’s like the sun?  

• Personification: “Earth and sea had seemed to be at his master’s service; 
steamers and railways obeyed him; wind and steam united to speed his journey.” 

• Character: “’Thank you,’ returned Mr. Fogg, descending mathematically to the 
saloon.” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• How far behind are they when they reach Hong Kong? ch. 17 estimates they’ll be 
20 hours behind time, more if the storm lasts. Ch. 18 says he was 24 hours 
behind. 

• What was Aouda amazed to see in Mr. Fogg? His calmness in spite of the boat 
being so delayed to reach Hong Kong; he didn’t show any impatience or 
annoyance. This could be added to Mr. Fogg’s character sheet, or to Aouda’s, if 
studying her.  

• What explanation does Passepartout invent for why Fix is following them?  He 
must be sent by Mr. Fogg’s Reform Club friends to see that they really are going 
around the world.   

• When the Rangoon was slowed due to defective construction, what excuse or 

                                                
9 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Imagery". GradeSaver, 24 October 
2015 Web. 18 June 2020. 
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explanation does Verne give for why Passepartout should be more hotly 
“impatient” than Fogg? The gas is burning in his room in London at his expense. 

• Who is the “disturbing star” which might affect Fogg’s methodical “orbit” around 
the world? Aouda 

• Why does Passepartout conclude in the end of ch. 17 that Mr. Fogg must be 
“quite heartless”? He doesn’t respond to beautiful Aouda’s grateful eyes, and he 
has no sentiment about the journeys and seeing or touring, while Passepartout is 
continually affected by the journey. 

• Why does the storm and its delay of the Rangoon please Fix? It will give time for 
the warrant to reach Hong Kong while Fogg is delayed there, so he can arrest 
him. 

• Why had the Carnatic not left Hong Kong? It needed repairs. 

Research:  

• What is this referring to? How was Neptune discovered?— “But no! the charms of 
Aouda failed to act, to Passepartout’s great surprise and the disturbances, if they 
existed, would have been more difficult to calculate than those of Uranus which 
led to the discovery of Neptune.”  

Activity:  

• Eat Chinese food! 

Character/Bible:  

• Pr. 25:25 “As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.” 
Look at Passepartout’s response to the pilot when he found out that they wouldn’t 
be too far behind. “The pilot probably does not know to this day why his 
responses won him this enthusiastic greeting.” Romans 10:13-15 “For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” If 
you are a born-again believer, you have the chance to bring Good News to others!  

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays. p. 128-129 “He never changed countenance for an instant, 
though a delay of twenty hours, by making him too late for the Yokohama boat, would 
almost inevitably cause the loss of the wager. But this man of nerve manifested neither 
impatience nor annoyance; it seemed as if the storm were a part of his programme, and 
had been foreseen.” 

Copywork or Dictation: “The valves are not sufficiently charged!” he exclaimed. “We 
are not going. Oh, these English! If this was an American craft, we should blow up, 
perhaps, but we should at all events go faster!” (funny stereotype of Americans) 
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Day Twelve: Chapters 19-20 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters and finishing their literary devices? (They need to find 3-5 
similes, 2-3 metaphors, 2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing examples.) Did they 
update their map today? 

• Print the articles in the appendix for them to read about the British Empire in 
Hong Kong and India and about the Opium Wars. You may want to buy or make 
some poppy seed muffins or bread to serve with a tea. For English tea you don’t 
need special flavored teas or clotted cream. You can simply serve the tea with a 
spoonful of sugar and some milk, and it’s delicious. Other finger foods and dainty 
desserts are nice, but not necessary. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters introduced: John Bunsby, master of the Tankadere 

Literary devices:  

• Historical allusion: Hong Kong in possession of the English by treaty of Nankin 
after the war of 1842 ff. 

• Motif—British Empire: “Hong Kong seemed to him not unlike Bombay, Calcutta, 
and Singapore, since, like them, it betrayed everywhere the evidence of English 
supremacy. At the Victoria port he found a confused mass of ships of all nations: 
English, French, American and Dutch…” 

• Metaphor: “I come from a village where they don’t eat that kind of bread!” They 
don’t engage in bribery.  

• Simile: “Fix, stupefied, followed; it seemed as if he were attached to Mr. Fogg by 
an invisible thread.” 

• Conflict: reference to fate: “Chance, however, appeared really to have abandoned 
the man it had hitherto served so well.”  

• Simile: “The Tankadere…as gracefully built as if she were a racing yacht….her 
deck, white as ivory…” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• Old men over 80 years old in Hong Kong were allowed to wear what color and 
why? yellow, the Imperial color. Why do you think that Passepartout thought this 
was funny? Anything incongruous with what is expected can by funny. Probably 
he thought it was funny to assign the color yellow to royalty and put an age limit. 
Have you seen other cultures do things that you thought were funny? What do 
you think other people might see in your customs that they’d find funny? 

• What “bold move” did Fix decide upon and why? “…to tell Passepartout all. It 
seemed to be the only possible means of keeping Phileas Fogg several days 
longer at Hong Kong.” 

• Formerly Verne has referenced the glory of the British Empire and their strong 
points. “…the colonizing genius of the English has created upon it an important 
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city and an excellent port.” But here he blames the British: “Fix and Passepartout 
saw that they were in a smoking-house haunted by those wretched, cadaverous, 
idiotic creatures, to whom the English merchants sell every year the miserable 
drug called opium, to the mount of one million four hundred thousand pounds – 
thousands devoted to one of the most despicable vices which afflict humanity! 
The Chinese government has in vain attempted to deal with the evil by stringent 
laws.” We should remember that while colonists could and did help the native 
peoples where they colonized, at times, they hurt them. In our patriotism, we 
must still own up to past sins of our rulers or people; and in our embarrassment 
of those past sins, we must also not succumb to sin, such as historical revisionism 
(lying—saying it was all bad, for example), bitterness, and removing personal 
responsibility from whole people groups because of past wrongs done to them.  

• "What nonsense! My master is the most honorable of men!" Passepartout—
Chapter 19 “Passepartout repeatedly denies his master's guilt as Fix insists that 
Fogg is a ruthless bank robber, thus affirming the deep loyalty that he has 
developed towards his master. Passepartout has come to align himself firmly with 
Fogg's goals as the journey as progressed, and is truly an honorable friend to him 
throughout the entire ordeal.”10 

• When Mr. Fogg misses the Carnatic, how does he change his plans? He hears that 
the American steamer from Yokohama sets out from Shanghai, so he decides to 
try to catch it there. 

• Character: Mr. Fogg “It was all very well for an Englishman like Mr. Fogg to make 
the tour of the world with a carpet-bag; a lady could not be expected to travel 
comfortably under such conditions.” A gentleman treats a lady with dignity and 
honor. He also doesn’t make her feel that she is an inconvenience. “It is in the 
interest of my journey—a part of my programme.” He inspires her with courage 
and cares for her fears. “’You would not be afraid, would you, madam?’ ‘Not with 
you, Mr. Fogg,’ was her answer.” 

• Why did the detective have “a feeling akin to humiliation in profiting by the 
kindness of Mr. Fogg”? Because he knew he was the cause of all the trouble. If he 
hadn’t made Passepartout drunk, they would have all been on the Carnatic. 

• "It's certain," thought he, "though rascal as he is, he is a polite one!" Detective 
Fix “Throughout the journey, Fix is forced to spend quite a bit of time with the 
man who he believes is a criminal. As such, he starts to realize that Fogg is 
perhaps not as bad of a man as he originally thought. He does not let this distract 
him from his goal of arresting him and doing his duty, however; it simply provides 
him with a greater moral struggle when it comes to accomplishing this.”11 

Research:  

• the history of Hong Kong: Which country did Hong Kong belong to before it joined 
the British Empire? What is the war of 1842 and treaty of Nankin referenced at 
the beginning of ch. 19? How far was it from Hong Kong to Shanghai? 

• the Spice Wars and the part the Portuguese played in them. Why was there a 
“Portuguese town of Macao” near Hong Kong, and why does Verne say that “Hong 
Kong has beaten Macao in the struggle for the Chinese trade…” 

• the Opium wars and /or the effects of opium 

                                                
10 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 20 June 2020. 
11 Ibid. 
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Activity:  

• Victorian Tea: You can make this as fancy as you wish. Tea is served with cream 
(or milk) and sugar in Britain, so make sure you don’t forget those additions. Find 
a nice recipe for poppy seed bread or muffins to go along with your tea.  

Character/Bible:  

• Passepartout’s quote (see copywork) can instruct us in two ways: First, why does 
he support Mr. Fogg, even though Mr. Fix is right that he doesn’t know him well, 
he has seen Mr. Fix’s credentials as a detective, and Fix has threatened him with 
arrest as an accomplice? Passepartout lists two reasons: he is still in Fogg’s 
service, and he has seen Fogg’s character—his generosity and goodness. So one 
reason is loyalty, and the other is Phileas Fogg’s ethos. The ancient Greeks taught 
that three components made an effective or winsome speech or composition: 
ethos, logos, and pathos. Simply put, pathos referred to the passions or appealing 
to your listener’s emotions. Logos had to do with the logic and how your 
argument was supported and ordered. Ethos had to do with what your listeners 
knew about you—your manner, character, and way of life; our word ethics is 
related. The Greeks taught that of the three, ethos was the most convincing. You 
might have the best logic and know how to pull heartstrings, but if people thought 
of you as a bad or dishonest person, you would not be believed. Here we see this 
principle in action. Mr. Fogg’s ethos has convinced Passepartout. He hasn’t used 
words to convince him, just dependable, good actions. Pr. 12:3 “A man shall not 
be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved.”  

• Secondly, Passepartout rejects helping Mr. Fix because Fix offers him money. This 
is bribery. Passepartout knows this is wrong. The Bible speaks of bribes in Exodus 
23:8, Dt. 10:17 and 16:19, and Pr. 17:23. What does the Bible say that a bribe 
does to those who take it? How does God feel about a bribe? 

• In this chapter we have two close-up views of the shamefulness of opioid 
addictions and drunkenness. Read Hab. 2:15. Mr. Fix purposely helps 
Passepartout to succumb to the effects of alcohol and opium in order to obtain his 
goal. He is sure he is right about his goal, though we’re pretty sure at this point 
that he is wrong, aren’t we? Fix knows he is wrong to aid Passepartout in smoking 
opium because he justifies his actions: “..at all hazards…” Is it ever right to do 
wrong in order to do right? Our second view was actually first in the chapter—the 
descriptions of the terrible effects of opium. Prov. 23:29-35 is an excellent 
description of what an alcohol addiction will do to a person, but it’s description 
also fits an opioid addiction. When we see the terrible state of these Chinese men 
or of Passepartout himself, how should Christians respond? 1—with 
determination, never to partake at all of any addictive substances. Desire to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit instead. (Eph. 5:18) Beware of stories or movies that 
portray these dangerous substances in a glamorous light. 2—with compassion, 
prayer, and aid for those caught in an addiction.  

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays. When they find the Carnatic sailed and Passepartout 
nowhere, he says, “It is an accident, madam; nothing more.” 

Copywork or Dictation: “Even should what you say be true—if my master is really the 
robber you are seeking for—which I deny—I have been, am, in his service; I have seen 
his generosity and goodness; and I will never betray him—not for all the gold in the 
world. I come from a village where they don’t eat that kind of bread!” 
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Day Thirteen: Chapters 21-22 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters and finishing their literary devices? (They need to find 3-5 
similes, 2-3 metaphors, 2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing examples.) Did they 
update their map today? (Fogg, Aouda, and Fix went to Shanghai; Passepartout 
went to Yokohama.) 

• Check to see if they added three more literary devices with examples, either from 
the guide or from their reading. If from their reading, make sure they are correct. 
They added personification, chremamorphism, and imagery today. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters: John Bunsby, master of the Tankadere; purser on the Carnatic 

Literary devices:  

• Simile: p. 154 “But John Bunsby believed in the Tankadere, which rode on the 
waves like a seagull; and perhaps he was not wrong. 

• Simile: “Above her head rustled the white sails, which seemed like great white 
wings. The boat, carried forward by the wind, seemed to be flying in the air." (Ch. 
21, pg. 155) “The boat that the group takes from Hong Kong to Shanghai to catch 
the steamer is compared to a great white bird, which accentuates its speed and 
majesty as it sails across the East China Sea. This speed is extremely important, 
since once again, time is swiftly running out.”12 

• Simile and characterization: “Phileas Fogg, with body erect and legs wide apart, 
standing like a sailor, gazed without staggering at the swelling waters.” Again, we 
have a hint that Fogg is comfortable with sailing and has traveled before. 

• Simile and allusion: “They worked as desperately as if they were contesting in a 
Royal yacht regatta.” 

• Simile: “At a less advanced season of the year the typhoon, according to a 
famous meteorologist, would have passed away like a luminous cascade of 
electric flame…” 

• Simile: “…the Tankadere was lifted like a feather by a wind… To compare her 
speed to four times that of a locomotive going on full steam would be below the 
truth.” 

• Imagery: “The boat scudded thus northward…borne on by monstrous 
waves…seemed almost to be submerged by these mountains of water which rose 
behind her.” 

• Foreshadowing (for end of the book) and characterization: “Fix cursed it [the 
spray], no doubt; but Aouda, with her eyes fastened upon her protector, whose 
coolness amazed her, showed herself worthy of him, and bravely weathered the 
storm. As for Phileas Fogg, it seemed just as if the typhoon were a part of his 
programme.” 

                                                
12 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Metaphors and Similes". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 1 July 2020. 
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• Simile: “He helped himself as generously as if Japan were a desert, where nothing 
to eat was to be looked for.” 

• Allusion: the Sons of the Sun, the “promontory of the Treaty” where the 
Europeans lived, the Mikado who absorbed the Tycoon’s office into his own. 

• Simile: “The Frenchman felt himself as much alone among them as if he had 
dropped down in the midst of Hottentots.” This might be the only mention to 
Africa in the entire book about going “around the world”! 

Questions and Discussion:  

• Why was the voyage of the Tankadere especially perilous? It was a small craft in 
a bad season of terrible winds and it had to go 800 miles! 

• Why did Mr. Fix keep himself apart from Mr. Fogg on the Tankadere? 1—He knew 
that Mr. Fogg had a taciturn manner. 2—“…he did not quite like to talk to the man 
whose favours he had accepted.”  

• What is Mr. Fix’s dilemma in ch. 21? He’s accepted the favors of a man whom he’s 
trying to arrest. He is worried about whether or not he should abandon this man 
Fogg or keep tracking him even to America. “It was his duty, and he would fulfil it 
to the end.” He also want to make sure that Passepartout doesn’t get a chance to 
tell his master about himself and his designs. 

• Wasn’t it cruel of Mr. Fogg to leave without Passepartout? Why did he do that? He 
thinks Passepartout is on track still and may have boarded the Carnatic at the last 
moment. p. 156 

• When the pilot suggested that they make for a port on the coast, what was Fogg’s 
response? Just to continue on to Shanghai. “The pilot, at first, did not seem to 
comprehend; he could scarcely realize so much determination and tenacity.” 

• Why did Passepartout eat so much on the Carnatic? He had no money and didn’t 
know what he would do when he got to Japan. 

• What was the one resource that Passepartout had in Japan that he shrank from 
using? going to the French and English consuls for help 

• Notice in ch. 22: Most of our cultural and geographical information in this book 
come through Passepartout. There is so much description and imagery in this 
chapter, all through Passepartout’s eyes. This is a difference we’ve mentioned 
before between Pass and Fogg, but it shows in this chapter as well. 

• What bird did the Japanese consider to be sacred, symbolizing long life and 
prosperity? crane 

• What options did Passepartout think of for fixing his problems in Japan? He could 
sell his watch, sing for his supper, sell his clothes, or get a job as a cook or 
servant in exchange for passage to San Francisco. 

Research:  

• Geography: equinoxes and sailing weather in China (especially early November) 

• “the Straits of Fo-Kien, which separate the island of Formosa from the Chinese 
coast…crossed the Tropic of Cancer. The sea was very rough in the straits, full of 
eddies formed by the counter currents…” Where is this? Why is it rough there? 



 32 

• Geography and history: port of Yokohama: “important waystation in the Pacific, 
where all the mail-steamers, and those carrying travellers between North 
America, China, Japan, and the Oriental islands, put in. It is situated in the bay of 
Yeddo, and at but a short distance from that second capital of the Japanese 
Empire, and the residence of the Tycoon, the civil Emperor, before the Mikado, 
the spiritual Emperor, absorbed his office in his own….territory of the Sons of the 
Sun.” 

• religion of Japan: “The Japanese quarter…is called Benten, after the goddess of 
the sea, who is worshipped on the islands round about…Buddhist priests and 
sectaries of Confucius…” 

• Why is “the military profession as much respected in Japan as it is despised in 
China”? 

• “complexions varying from copper-colour to a dead white, but never yellow, like 
the Chinese, from whom the Japanese widely differ.” Look into the differences 
between China and Japan before and in World War II.  

Activity:  

• Watch the Torchlighters movie on Gladys Aylward. Passepartout saw “the 
women—whom he thought not especially handsome—who took little steps with 
their little feet…teeth fashionably blackened...” This quote comes from Japan, but 
Aylward was a missionary in China who helped to end foot binding of women. 

• See what parts of the violets can be eaten, and why Passepartout couldn’t eat 
odourless ones? Try making some homemade violet jelly.  

Character/Bible:  

•  Notice Passepartout’s pluck and determination in Japan. He could go to the 
consulates for help and depend on others to get him out of this scrape. But after 
having shamed himself by ruining his master’s chances at getting on the Carnatic 
(because of Fix), he doesn’t wish to bring his master’s affairs before the attention 
of the public officials. He handles himself very responsibly, and rather than falling 
into a panic, is resourceful in thinking up solutions for his predicament that don’t 
involve the government. A less hopeful person might fall into despair and give up. 
Fix, in contrast, feels guilty for having to accept Fogg’s help when he knows he is 
his enemy and the sole reason for Fogg’s having missed the Carnatic. 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays. p. 159 “Mr. Fogg might hope that he would be able to reach 
Yokohama without recording any delay in his journal; in which case, the only 
misadventure which had overtaken him since he left London would not seriously affect 
his journey.” p. 161 “As for Phileas Fogg, it seemed just as if the typhoon were a part of 
his programme.” 

Copywork or Dictation: “Fix cursed it [the spray], no doubt; but Aouda, with her eyes 
fastened upon her protector, whose coolness amazed her, showed herself worthy of him, 
and bravely weathered the storm. As for Phileas Fogg, it seemed just as if the typhoon 
were a part of his programme.” 
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Day Fourteen: Chapters 23-24 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters and finishing their literary devices? (They need to find 3-5 
similes, 2-3 metaphors, 2-3 allusions, and 2 foreshadowing examples.) Are they 
still watching for the words “unforeseen” to figure out the conflict? Did they 
update their map today? (to San Francisco) 

• Check to see if they added symbolism and motif with explanation to the list of 
literary devices. They may copy the example in their guide if they desire.   

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters: the Honourable Mr. Batulcar 

Literary devices:  

• Personification / Cliché : p. 176 “Passepartout was not the man to let an idea go 
begging.” 

• allusion: the 50 Long Noses were to “represent the Car of Juggernaut.” This is a 
huge wagon or car that carried the Hindu god in a Hindu sacred rite. 

• Simile: “...one of the lower noses vanished from the pyramid, and the human 
monument was shattered like a castle built of cards.” 

• Allusion: “The ‘Pacific’ almost justified its name.” What does “Pacific” Ocean 
mean? peaceful 

Questions and Discussion:  

• What options did Passepartout think of for fixing his problems in Japan? He could 
sell his watch, sing for his supper, sell his clothes, or get a job as a cook or 
servant in exchange for passage to San Francisco. 

• Why was Passepartout “a little vexed that his nationality should cause this 
question [about grimaces]”? “We Frenchmen know how to make grimaces, it is 
true—but not any better than the Americans do.” It’s annoying to be stereotyped 
when it doesn’t seem complimentary.  

• What was Passepartout supposed to do in the show? Be a part of the bottom of a 
‘human pyramid.’ 

• Fill in the blank: “…it must be confessed that the Japanese are the first ________ 
in the world.” equilibrists 

• Why did Mr. Fogg have to pay money in Japan? Passepartout’s new and fleeting 
boss, the Honourable Mr. Batulcar, was “furious with rage” and “demanded 
damages for the ‘breakage’ of the pyramid.” 

• How did Aouda and Mr. Fogg feel when they learned that Passepartout had 
boarded the Carnatic? Aouda was delighted, and perhaps Mr. Fogg as well, 
“though he betrayed no emotion.” 

• How does Passepartout explain what happened to separate them and why doesn’t 
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he tell about Mr. Fix yet? He takes the blame for being intoxicated with opium, 
and for some reason doesn’t yet think it’s time to tell Mr. Fogg about Fix. Here we 
see that Passepartout can certainly hold his tongue when he wishes to as well.  

• How does Fogg respond? “…heard this narrative coldly, without a word; and then 
furnished his man with funds necessary to obtain clothing...” 

• What change is happening to Aouda? “…felt herself more and more attached to 
him by other ties than gratitude; his silent but generous nature impressed her 
more than she thought; and it was almost unconsciously that she yielded to 
emotions which did not seem to have the least effect upon her protector. Aouda 
took the keenest interest in his plans, and became impatient at any incident 
which seemed likely to retard his journey.” 

• How does Passepartout calm Aouda’s “doubts of a successful termination of the 
journey”? “…telling her that the most difficult part of it had passed, that now they 
were beyond the fantastic countries of Japan and China, and were fairly on their 
way to civilized places again.” 

• What does this mean: “The General Grant passed, on the 23rd November, the one 
hundred and eightieth meridian, and was at the very antipodes of London.” 
Phileas Fogg had traversed exactly one half of the terrestrial globe. 

• How many of the eighty days did it take Mr. Fogg to get halfway around the world 
from London? 52 

• Explain on p. 187 why, “though he was only halfway by the difference of 
meridians, he had really gone over two-thirds of the whole journey.” He had had 
to make indirect routes from London to Aden to Bombay to Calcutta to Singapore 
to Yokohama. Show on a globe how if he could have stayed on the 50th parallel 
from London, it would have been much shorter, but how could he have done that? 
So of the 26,000 miles that he had to travel, now he’d accomplished 17,500. Yes, 
he’s gone halfway around the world by longitude, but much more by distance in 
miles. Now his course is straight, and Mr. Fix won’t delay them anymore! Also 
make sure there is understanding of page 188 about why Passepartout’s watch 
would have shone 9:00 PM instead of AM had it been a 24-hour watch. 

• What delightful fact did Passepartout discover about his family watch? Because 
he’d kept it on London time, now on the other side of the world, it shows the 
“correct” time, agreeing with the ship’s chronometers.  

• What does Passepartout mean by “moonshine” in this quote: “ ‘The rogue told me 
a lot of stories,’ repeated Passepartout, ‘about the meridians, the sun, and the 
moon! Moon, indeed! Moonshine, more likely!’” Foolish talk or ideas. 

• Mr. Fix finally obtained his long-sought warrant of arrest in Japan. Why was it 
useless to him? He didn’t get it on English ground. 

• What did Passepartout’s punches to Fix prove? “…the great superiority of French 
over English pugilistic skill.” 

• Passepartout and Mr. Fix arrived at what agreement by the end of the chapter? 
They weren’t friends, but allies, both attempting to help Mr. Fogg get to England 
as quickly as possible. Pass will twist Fix’s neck at the least sign of treason. 

• True/False: Mr. Fogg gained time on his journey over the Pacific. False, but he 
also didn’t lose time. 
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Research:  

•  What does it mean in art when the exterior walls of the circus establishment 
were adorned with jugglers “in violent colours and without perspective”? 

• Who is the god Tingou and how is he important to the Japanese? 

• Steamers and steamship travel. Read article on “Steam Power.” 

• Geography: latitude, longitude, the history of measuring the earth, circumference 
of the earth in comparison to how many miles Mr. Fogg traveled. The history of 
time zones. 

Activity:  

•  Look up “Red Panda halftime show unicycle” to see a short, interesting equilibrist 
show. 

Character/Bible:  

• Once again we see the power of presuppositions and pride. “Passepartout was 
ignorant that, if the face of his watch…. But if Fix had been able to explain this 
purely physical effect, Passepartout would not have admitted, even if he had 
comprehended it. Moreover, if the detective had been on board at that moment, 
Passepartout would have joined issue with him on a quite different subject, and in 
an entirely different manner.” In the first section, we see again the pride in not 
wanting to admit that you have a wrong understanding of something, especially 
connected to something of sentimental value, like Passepartout’s family watch, of 
which he’s defensive. We also see Mr. Fix’s presuppositions held so firmly in this 
quote (p. 189): “The rogue evidently intends to return to his own country, 
thinking he has thrown the police off his track…” He had thought otherwise; and 
now can’t admit even mentally that the evidence points towards Passepartout’s 
explanation, and that Fogg isn’t the bank robber. 

• In the second part of the quote, we see human nature displayed: why is 
Passepartout arguing with and triumphant over Mr. Fix even mentally? Because 
he is angry over the past wrongs Mr. Fix did to him. This shows us that often 
when a person is bitter or angry over a past wrong, they remember or invent 
even more errors or sins in that other person. That other person may be right, 
but in their enemy’s eyes, they can do no right. Heb. 12:15 It is very important 
that we forgive quickly, and not allow bitterness towards a person to color all of 
our judgments and make us unfair or not teachable towards that person. 

• Do you think Passepartout should have told Mr. Fogg the whole truth about Mr. 
Fix? It seems this is a case where it would have been much better to tell the truth 
than to hold it back. Passepartout will greatly regret this decision, as we will see. 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays.  

Copywork or Dictation: “If one listened to that sort of people, a pretty sort of time one 
would keep! I was sure that the sun would some day regulate itself by my watch!” 
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Day 15: Discuss; help make connections between Verne’s biography and the novel. For 
example, he worked in the stock market, and that shows in chapter 5. Discuss the 
questions at the end of the lesson. For question #5, Around the World in Eighty Days 
doesn’t have as much “science fiction” as some of Verne’s other books, such as one that 
included going to the moon. In this novel, it only shows up some chapters later in the 
land “sailing sledge.” Also check the rest of their week’s work. Are they caught up? 

Day Sixteen: Chapters 25-27 
 
Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters and finishing their literary devices? Keep thinking about the 
conflict. Did they update their map? (San Francisco to Great Salt Lake, Utah) 

• Check to see if they added and example of irony with explanation in their own 
words to the list of literary devices.   

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters: Camerfield? Mandiboy? Colonel Stamp Proctor; porter, engineer?, 
Elder William Hitch—Mormon missionary, Mormon husband w/ one wife who flees from 
home.  

Literary devices:  

• Irony—a mode of speech expressing a literal sense contrary to the meaning 
intended by the speaker—“Passepartout, in his joy…thought he would manifest it 
by executing a perilous vault in fine style; but, tumbling upon some worm-eaten 
planks, he fell through them. Put out of countenance by the manner in which he 
thus ‘set foot’ upon the New World, he uttered a loud cry…” p. 192  Here 
Passepartout’s character is being used for humor. 

• Historical allusion: the 49ers and the Gold Rush of San Francisco “San Francisco 
was no longer the legendary city of 1849 – a city of banditti, assassins and 
incendiaries, who had flocked hither in crowds in pursuit of plunder; a paradise of 
outlaws, where they gambled with gold-dust, a revolver in one hand and a bowie-
knife in the other: it was now a great commercial emporium.” 

• Geographical allusion: Regent Street, London; the Boulevard des Italiens, Paris; 
Broadway, New York compared to Montgomery Street in San Francisco 

• Foreshadowing: “…Passepartout…asked…if it would not be well…to purchase 
some…rifles and …revolvers. He had been listening to stories of attacks upon the 
trains by the Sioux and Pawnees.” 

• Simile: “The undulations of the human surge reached the steps, while all the 
heads floundered on the surface like a sea agitated by a squall.” 

• Historical allusion p. 197: Fix surmises that perhaps the topic of the political 
meeting is about the “Alabama,” though the question “is settled.” Another 
reference to the Alabama claims; see the article in appendix. 

• Metaphor: p. 198 “Mr. Fogg, Aouda, and Fix found themselves between two fires: 
it was too late to escape. The torrent of men, armed with loaded canes and sticks, 
was irresistible….The human tide now swept by…” 
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• Irony: p. 200 Mr. Fogg to porter: “My friend, was there not some trouble today in 
San Francisco?” Porter: “It was a political meeting, sir.” Fogg: “But I thought 
there was a great deal of disturbance in the streets.” Porter: “It was only a 
meeting assembled for an election.” Fogg: “The election of a general-in-chief no 
doubt?” Porter: “No, sir; of a justice of the peace.” J--my emphasis  

• Historical allusion: “’From ocean to ocean’—so say the Americans…” Is this 
referring to “sea to shining sea”? “’From sea to shining sea,’ originally used in 
the charters of some of the English Colonies in North America, is an American 
idiom meaning ‘from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean’ (or vice versa).” 
– Wikipedia “America the Beautiful,” which song was written after this novel. 

• Historical allusion to the Civil War and how it affected the railroad: “It was in 
1862 that, in spite of the Southern Members of Congress, who wished a more 
southerly route, it was decided to lay the road between the forty-first and 
forty-second parallels. President Lincoln himself…”  

• Imagery p 205: “The locomotive, its great funnel emitting a weird light, with 
its sharp bell…mingled its shrieks and bellowings…” plus some sections before. 

• Personification? p. 205: “The railway turned around the sides of the 
mountains, and did not attempt to violate nature by taking the shortest cut 
from one point to another.” 

• Simile/Metaphor: “Sometimes a great heard of buffaloes, massing together in 
the distance, seemed like a movable dam.”  “…it is a torrent of living flesh 
which no dam could contain.” 

• Chapter 27: Simile: “The sun’s disc, enlarged by the mist, seemed an 
enormous ring of gold…” 

• Simile/Allusions/Pun: “…this strikingly American town, built on the pattern of 
other cities of the Union, like a checker-board, ‘with the somber sadness of 
right angles’ as Victor Hugo expresses it. [Allusion to French author] The 
founder of the City of the Saints [allusion to Brigham Young] could not escape 
from the taste for symmetry which distinguishes the Anglo-Saxons. In this 
strange country, where the people are certainly not up to the level of their 
institutions, everything is done ‘squarely’ – cities, houses, and follies.” What 
does this latter play on words mean? Here we see Verne’s French-ness 
showing. 

• Simile: “Trains, like time and tide, stop for no one.” 

• Irony: When Passepartout guesses that the Mormon who fled home for the 
quick jump on the train because of a fight at home must have several wives, 
and finds out that he only had one! 

Questions and Discussion:  

• How did Passepartout “set foot” in America? See comment on “irony” above. 
• How many different people groups can you remember being mentioned that 

Passepartout saw in San Francisco? Chinese, Mexicans (somebreros), plumed 
Indians, “negroes of darkest hue” (like “Coolie” in a recent chapter, this is 
considered a racial slur today, as well as Indian perhaps, but not then).  

• At what place in San Francisco did it seem to Passepartout that he hadn’t left 
England at all? International Hotel 
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• What seemed “very American” to Passepartout? The free food offered to passers-
by on the ground floor of the hotel, but payment made for the wines drunk. 

• What suggestion of Passepartout’s did Fogg see as a useless precaution? Buying 
some dozens of Enfield rifles and Colt’s revolvers in case of attack on the trains by 
Sioux and Pawnee tribes.  

• Mr. Fogg never lets on that mishaps aren’t foreseen or part of his programme, yet 
he doesn’t worry about the possible attacks on the trains, or wonder at having Fix 
follow them across the world. Doesn’t he suspect anything fishy about Fix going 
everywhere he does? Does this seem like credible characterization for such a 
“mathematical, mechanical” thinker as Fogg? Is he perhaps more distracted by 
Aouda than we know? 

• How has Mr. Fix changed in ch. 25? He now is trying to protect Fogg and get him 
to England as quickly as possible. He’s an ally, according to his word. He even got 
hurt for Mr. Fogg’s sake. 

• You can do this with Bible below: “I will come back to America to find him,” said 
Phileas Fogg calmly. “It would not be right for an Englishman to permit himself to 
be treated in that way, without retaliating.” The detective smiled, but did not 
reply. It was clear that Mr. Fogg was one of those Englishmen who, while they do 
not tolerate dueling at home, fight abroad when their honour is attacked. Is Mr. 
Fix smiling because he sees this as a double standard? Fogg’s comments are 
similar to the Scarlet Pimpernel’s remarks in the last chapter of that novel. It 
seems to me that Fogg connects this attack on honour not so much to himself 
personally, but to his country—even though he started by saying “Yankee!” 
contemptuously, the other man replied with “Englishman! We will meet again.” 

• Same as above—do with Bible: "It would not be right for an Englishman to permit 
himself to be treated in that way, without retaliating." p. 200 “Fogg says this just 
after nearly getting into a fight with Colonel Stamp Proctor at the political rally in 
San Francisco. Like many other incidents, it reveals his firm commitment to 
maintaining his honor in all situations. Honor is what really motivates him, not 
greed or ego, and he will do whatever it takes to preserve this along his 
journey.”13 

• How crucial was the U.S. Trancontinental Railroad to Fogg’s entire journey? Vital. 
Before “The journey from New York to San Francisco consumed, formerly, under 
the most favourable conditions, at least six months.. It is now accomplished in 
seven days.”  

• “It was supplied with saloon cars, balcony cars, restaurants and smoking cars; 
theatre cars alone were wanting, and they will have these some day.” P. 203 Did 
they ever get these? Now planes, especially international flights, have all sorts of 
DVD’s and entertainments of the like. 

• How has Passepartout changed towards Fix? “…did not talk to 
him.…relations…grown somewhat cold…no longer mutual sympathy or 
intimacy…very reserved, and ready to strangle his former friend on the slightest 
provocation.” 

• Why was it wise of the engineer not to try to run the train into the herd of 
buffalo? The train would have been thrown off track and helpless. 

• Chapter 27: Who is Elder William Hitch? Mormon missionary who gives lecture on 
the train 

• Passepartout “knew nothing of Mormonism except…” what? “the custom of 
polygamy which is its foundation.” Interesting that Verne states its “foundation” 

                                                
13 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 28 July 2020. 
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without doubt. Even today, most people will think of polygamy when they think of 
Mormonism. 

• How many states are mentioned in the story of Joseph Smith and Mormonism? 
Vermont, Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, Utah 

• At what point did Passepartout leave Elder Hitch? When Hitch asked if he’d join 
the Mormons, he said no “courageously” and walked out. 

• How does Verne explain the Mormon ladies desire to marry, even though it would 
be in a polygamous relationship? “according to the Mormon religion, maiden 
ladies are not admitted to the possession of its highest joys.” 

• Passepartout pitied both sexes caught in the Mormon religion. Explain why he 
pitied the women and why he pitied the men even more. Women: “These poor 
creatures seemed to be neither well off nor happy….P. could not behold without a 
certain fright these women, charged, in groups, with conferring happiness on a 
single Mormon.” Men: “His common sense pitied, about all the husband. It 
seemed to him a terrible thing to have to guide so many wives at once across the 
vicissitudes of life, and to conduct them, as it were, in a body to the Mormon 
paradise….He felt decidedly repelled from such a vocation….Happily, his stay there 
was but brief.” 

Research:  

• What’s a bowie-knife? 

• The TransContinental Railroad in the U.S. What does “great trunk line” mean? 
Pacific, Union Pacific, Central Pacific. Look up on a map the geographical points of 
the railroad mentioned on pages 201-202 beginning of ch. 26. Or Google a map 
of the Pacific Railroad, etc.  

• What is the “grade” of a railroad? “Its grade, even on the Rocky Mountains, never 
exceeding one hundred and twelve feet to the mile.” (STEM extension!) 

• What was it like to travel on that early train? P. 203 gives some idea. 

• Mormon history—driven from IL in 1845, colonized in the West 

• At what point were the wars with the Indians over in the West? 

• Chapter 27: Mormonism—history and beliefs; how to evangelize a cult like this. 
Did Joseph Smith really run for the Presidency of the U.S. in 1843? 

• Geography and science of the Great Salt Lake, p. 214 

Activity:  

• Play Ticket to Ride USA! 

Character/Bible:  

• “I will come back to America to find him,” said Phileas Fogg calmly. “It would not 
be right for an Englishman to permit himself to be treated in that way, without 
retaliating.” The detective smiled, but did not reply. It was clear that Mr. Fogg 
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was one of those Englishmen who, while they do not tolerate dueling at home, 
fight abroad when their honour is attacked. Does this fit with 1 Pet. 2:19-25? 

o Is this worthy to fight over? For the insult of one’s person or country? 1 
Tim. 6:12 We should fight about the fundamentals of the faith.  

o https://www.geriwalton.com/pistol-dueling-its-etiquette-and-rules/   This 
is a very interesting article, and based on this short amount of information, 
it seems that Fogg was wrong to duel with Col. Proctor.    

o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duel   This article is quite thorough and 
references that non-conformists (Protestants in Anglican England) were 
against it, and Christians tended to denounce duels as unnecessarily 
violent and “egocentric.” By the time of this book, duels had fallen out of 
favor and were rarely practiced. 

• Mormonism: notice on p. 211 how cults borrow from Biblical ideas and corrupt 
them. Often the followers of cults believe the most preposterous stories, such as 
this: “how Smith…received from a simply mummy showman a papyrus scroll 
written by Abraham and several famous Egyptians.” How is this credible?! 

• “These poor creatures seemed to be neither well off nor happy.” As How 
Christianity Changed the World shows, true Christian doctrine has raised the 
rights, freedoms, and joys of women in each society to which it reaches. 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays. P. 207 “’What a country!’ cried he. ‘Mere cattle stop the 
trains, and go by in a procession, just as if they were not impeding travel! Parbleu! I 
should like to know if Mr. Fogg foresaw this mishap in his programme!’” 

Copywork or Dictation: “The work was at once commenced and pursued with true 
American energy; nor did the rapidity with which it went on injuriously affect its good 
execution.”

Day Seventeen: Chapters 28-30 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters? Did they update their map today? (from Utah into Nebraska) 

• Discuss the literary analysis essay over chapters 22-26. (See notes below.) 

• On Days 16-18, the reading load is increased to three chapters per day. This is 
because the pace of this adventure novel is breath-taking, and kids won’t want to 
stop reading it over the weekend; so to allow them to finish the novel this week, 
we sped up the reading amount. If this is too difficult, arrange the schedule to 
suit you. This does make for a lot of discussion on these three days, but it’s worth 
it. To compensate for the extra reading and discussion work, I’ve not added 
writing components (except for the irony element on Day Sixteen and the extra 
précis per day.) If your students become discouraged, try to ease up in other 
subjects for these three days. Encourage them that the longer discussions are 
only for a few days, and this was done so that they could finish the book instead 
of having to wait over the weekend. You may also consider not discussing the 
literary devices on these days, unless it’s important. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters: Col. Stamp Proctor, the captain at Fort Kearney, the engineer of the 
train 
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Literary devices:  

• Foreshadowing and characterization: “She was attached to the man who, however 
coldly, gave her daily evidences of the most absolute devotion. She did not 
comprehend, perhaps, the depth of the sentiment with which her protector 
inspired her, which she called gratitude, but which, though she was unconscious 
of it, was really more than that. Her heart sank within her when she recognized…” 

• Imagery/Metaphor: “The whole northern and eastern horizon was bounded by the 
immense semicircular curtain which is formed by the southern portion of the Rock 
Mountains…” Lots of imagery here in these sections describing America.  “It was a 
desert in its vast nakedness.” p. 223 

• Character Mr. Fogg: “…that gentleman was naturally sedentary and little curious.” 

• Simile: “Passepartout, not daring to apprise his master of what he heard, listened 
with set teeth, immovable as a statue.” 

• Simile/Personification: “And they passed over! It was like a flash. No one saw the 
bridge. The train leaped, so to speak, from one bank to the other…” 

• Allusion: “The whistle of the locomotive, more powerful than Amphion’s lyre, was 
about to bid them [cities not yet existing] rise from American soil.” 

• Allusion: “son of John Bull” considered an insult by the colonel. John Bull was a 
stereotype of a British freeborn man.  

• Metaphor: “…Colonel Proctor appeared on the platform, attended by a Yankee of 
his own stamp as his second.” 

• Simile: “Aouda remained in the car, as pale as death.” 

• Metaphor: “Colonel Proctor and Mr. Fogg, revolvers in hand, hastily quitted their 
prison, and rushed forward where the noise was most clamorous.” 

• Simile: “The Sioux…skipping like enraged monkeys over the roofs…” 

• Simile: “…some of the cars were barricaded, and sustained a siege, like moving 
forts, carried along at a speed of a hundred miles an hour.” 

• Simile: “…the wheels crushed those who fell upon the rails as if they had been 
worms.” 

• Characterization: Passepartout “…the courageous Frenchman, whose devotion had 
just saved them.” This is the second time when Passepartout has acted as a hero 
quickly and successfully just before Mr. Fogg was about to act heroically himself. 

• Characterization Fogg: “Aouda retired…waited alone, thinking of the simple and 
noble generosity, the tranquil courage of Phileas Fogg. He had sacrificed his 
fortune, and was now risking his life, all without hesitation, from duty, in silence. 
Fix did not have the same thoughts, and could scarcely conceal his agitation.” 

• Metaphor: “He [Fix] began to accuse and abuse himself, and, as if he were 
director of police, administered to himself a sound lecture for his greenness.” 
Greenness used of a person means inexperienced, naïve, or gullible, like a fresh 
recruit at a job (referring to being new at something, like new unseasoned wood). 
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• Imagery: “…long whistles were heard…A great shadow, preceded by a wild light, 
slowly advanced, appearing still larger through the mist, which gave it a fantastic 
aspect.” 

• Metaphor: “The station platform burned his feet, and he could not stir.” Picture of 
how difficult the decision was for Fix. 

• Irony: Though Passepartout helped heroically in the Sioux attack, he also greatly 
hindered Mr. Fogg in time and money—$5,000 reward to the soldiers, and the 
loss of the bet. “It must certainly be confessed that I cost my master dear!” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• “What an idea!” he said to himself. “Why did my master make this journey in 
winter? Couldn’t he have waited for the good season to increase his chances?” 
Why do you think he traveled then in winter rather than waiting? Discuss. It was 
more dramatic, such as the storm on Bunsby’s ship trying to get to Shanghai? It 
allowed Verne his science fiction invention of the “snowship” in ch. 31? This also 
points to the conflict of Man vs. Nature. 

• What was Passepartout’s worried about as they went through the Rocky 
Mountains area? The snow and winter weather impeding them. 

• What was Aouda worried about? Col. Stamp Proctor boarded the train, and she 
didn’t want him to meet Mr. Fogg. 

• p. 219-220 Evidence that Fix, Pass, and Aouda are all 3 in the game as well, and 
they work together when they see Proctor as an enemy. 

• In ch. 28, we have a scene with its own conflict, stated in the novel with this 
question: “Was there any means of detaining Mr. Fogg in the car, to avoid a 
meeting between him and the colonel?” What was Mr. Fix’s solution? whist 

• At what point does the novel say, “There was reason to hope, then, that no 
accident would mark the journey through this difficult country”? when they were 
out of the Rocky Mountains and the snow had ceased falling 

• For what reason does the train stop in ch. 28? a bridge is unpassable. What 
solution does the conductor offer, which Passepartout thinks of as “an obstacle, 
indeed, which all his master’s bank-notes could not remove”? Another train at the 
Medicine Bow station, but it won’t arrive for 6 hours, and during that time they 
must make a circuit of 15 miles at least to ford a rapids and get to that station. 

• Why does Passepartout “not dare to apprise his master of what he heard”? 
Perhaps he doesn’t want him to meet with Col. Proctor 

• Stereotypes of Americans: see copywork, with quote from p. 226: “…the 
engineer—a true Yankee, named Forster—called out, ‘Gentlemen, perhaps there is 
a way, after all, to get over.’” “Passepartout was astounded…thought the 
experiment proposed a little too American….’Ideas are no use,’ returned the 
American…’as the engineer assures us that we can pass.’” 

• Group think: “Colonel Proctor…told stories…many of those present avowed 
themselves of the engineer’s mind…We have fifty chances out of a hundred of 
getting over…Eighty! Ninety!” Can’t change people’s minds: Passepartout—“I 
afraid! Very well; I will show these people that a Frenchman can be as American 
as they! ....But they can't prevent me from thinking that it would be more natural 
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for us to cross the bridge on foot, and let the train come after!’ But no one heard 
this sage reflection nor would anyone have acknowledged its justice.” 

• Ch. 29: look up some of the places discussed on a map—like the 101st meridian 
was passed. 

• How does Mr. Fogg “reassure” Aouda about the upcoming duel? “…blusterers were 
never to be feared.” 

• Humorous: “’I’m really very sorry, gentlemen,’ said the conductor. ‘Under any 
other circumstances I should have been happy to oblige you. But, after all, as you 
have not had time to fight here, why not fight as we go along?’....’Well, we are 
really in America,’ thought Pass, ‘and the conductor is a gentleman of the first 
order!’ So muttering, he followed his master.” 

• What obstacle prevents them in chapter 29? Sioux Indian attack on the train 

• Why was it necessary that the train be stopped during the Sioux fight? There was 
a garrison of a fort two miles away, that, if passed, the Sioux would then be 
masters of the train. 

• How was Passepartout a hero during the Sioux attack? He somehow worked his 
way under the speeding cars and managed to release the speeding engine from 
the rest of the train so they could stop just at the fort station—then was taken 
hostage. 

• Relate what happened to the characters in the Sioux attack: Passepartout 
disappeared—captured by Sioux or killed in the struggle? Col. Proctor wounded 
seriously. Aouda and Fogg safe. Fix slightly wounded.  

• Explain Phileas Fogg’s conflict in the beginning of ch. 30. He will lose the bet if he 
tries to save Passepartout, and Passepartout may be already dead. “…by this 
resolution, inevitably sacrificed himself; he pronounced his own doom….But as he 
thought, ‘It is my duty,’ he did not hesitate.’…[to Fix:] ‘Would you have me leave 
this poor fellow to perish – him to whom every one present owes his life? I shall 
go.” Again we see that life is more important (as well as gratitude for 
Passepartout’s selfless heroic actions on the train—Hero work calls for the same 
response), just as when he took time to save Aouda. Does this choice contradict 
his actions when he left Passepartout in China? Does this show that he cares more 
for Passepartout now than before? No, here he has more information. There he 
believed Pass might have gone on before in the Carnatic, and he had. He is not 
uncaring either time. Fogg has a consistent, just character. 

• Duty is a theme in this chapter. Chapter title—“Phileas Fogg simply does his 
duty.” The soldiers’ captain: “Nobody here has a right to teach me my duty.”  

• Explain Fix’s conflict in ch. 30. Also Fix’s conflict again is about his duty: He has 
followed Fogg step by step; what if he loses Fogg now in America? “…despite his 
suspicions and of the struggle which was going on within him, he lowered his eyes 
before that calm and frank look.” Then he believes after he does let him go that “I 
have been an idiot….how is it that I, Fix, who have in my pocket a warrant for his 
arrest, have been so fascinated by him? Decidedly, I am nothing but an ass!” This 
is ironic—he’s actually an “ass” because he doesn’t see how he’s wrong in spite of 
all the evidence! (Note, ass is considered a crude word in modern times and 
shouldn’t be used in clean speech.) “He did not know what to do. Sometimes he 
was tempted to tell Aouda all….What course should he take? He thought of 
pursuing Fogg across the vast white plains…Fix became discouraged. He felt a 
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sort of insurmountable longing to abandon the game altogether. He could now 
leave Fort Kearney station, and pursue his journey homeward in peace.” Should 
he abandon the chase and go on home with the train or stay and wait for Fogg? 

• How was the engineer of the train heroic? Even though it was dangerous to return 
the engine to the train, because the Indians might still be there, he turned the 
engine back to find the train cars, instead of going on to Omaha. This, then, 
leaves Aouda and Fix in another conflict. She unsuccessfully tries to get him to 
wait for the prisoners and then must let it leave without them. Fix: “The conflict in 
his mind again began; anger and failure stifled him. He wished to struggle on to 
the end.” 

• What conflicts does the commander of the fort endure? First should he sacrifice 
the fort’s safety or these prisoners to the Indians—should he help rescue them? 
Second, when they didn’t come back, should he send another detachment? (He 
does, but it’s not needed.) 

• Why do you think Verne decided not to tell much about the story of Fogg rescuing 
the prisoners, but rather focused on Aouda’s and Fix’s point of view during that 
time? He has never told much from Fogg’s point of view, and perhaps that would 
have been too distracting or out of his realm of knowledge. Instead he kept the 
focus on the conflict about time itself and Fix’s conflict. 

• Lit Analysis Essay Discussion: 1st paragraph— We actually did “see 
Passepartout alone” at the beginning of the book, and saw that he can definitely 
choose when to leave a master and how to run his life. Furthermore I don’t agree 
that “he is so used to taking Fogg’s orders and following in his shadow that he has 
difficulty figuring out how to function by himself.” Any of us would struggle to 
figure out how to get back home or reunite with the master penniless and halfway 
around the world. As already mentioned, he shows great resourcefulness to try to 
figure out his own situation before running to the consulate for help.  

• 2nd paragraph: Disagree: “She does not have much of her own voice, which 
speaks to the widespread perception of women as less capable than men during 
this time period, both in society and in literature.” This is feministic 
oversensitivity. Aouda is a minor character, and Verne is a male author writing an 
adventure novel. Let’s not read into her script-line amount too much. She also 
gets quite a bit of “screen-time” in chapter 30. 

• 3rd paragraph: Review motif.  

• 6th paragraph: Agree—last two sentences. Discuss the privilege and humor in 
seeing yourself or group through other people’s viewpoints. 

Research:  

• p. 218 about “the section included between this range and the Rocky Mountains 
that the American engineers found the most formidable difficulties in laying the 
road, and that the government granted a subsidy of $48,000 per mile, instead of 
$16,000 allowed for the work done on the plains. But the engineers, instead of 
violating nature, avoided its difficulties by winding around, instead of penetrating 
the rocks. One tunnel only, 14,000 feet in length, was pierced in order to arrive at 
the great basin.” You may find it interesting to watch this PragerU video which 
references the railroads and government investments: “Why Private Investment 
Works & Govt. Investment Doesn’t” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Xg4Uq1W4L8   

• Continental divide. What’s a watershed moment? “…the dividing ridge of the 
waters between the Atlantic and the Pacific.” p. 219 

• Study the geography and history of the Union Pacific Railroad mentioned in the 
beginning of ch. 29. 

• Amphion’s lyre from Greek mythology 

• Duels of honor—what’s the “second” to do?  

Activity:  

• Imagine you are driving the train: how do you handle all the dangers of your job? 
Write about your experience as the driver, managing snow, buffalo, and Indian 
attacks. 

• Imagine you are Aouda. Write a scene in which you describe what it is like to be 
on the train when it is attacked by the Sioux Indians. 

• Imagine you are Passepartout – Why do you decide to be so brave? In his words 
describe the experience of crawling underneath the train. 

• Write a new chapter of the story about Passepartout being captured by the 
Indians. What happened to him and how does Mr. Fogg and the soldiers help him 
escape? 

Character/Bible:  

• “…the simple and noble generosity, the tranquil courage of Phileas Fogg. He had 
sacrificed his fortune, and was now risking his life, all without hesitation, from 
duty, in silence.” Part of being a hero is guarding your tongue and not 
complaining about your troubles or how life was unfair to you. 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Christ suffered silently and sacrificed Himself in a much great way than Fogg. Yet, 
1 Peter says that if we imitate Christ in quietly suffering with patience, there is 
great honor or “credit” in that. This is truly heroic. 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen.  

• p. 220 “Chance alone, it was clear, had brought Colonel Proctor on this train; but 
there he was, and it was necessary, at all hazards, that Phileas Fogg should not 
perceive his adversary.”  

• p. 246 “…now that the train was there, ready to start, and he had only to take his 
seat in the car, an irresistible influence held him back.” 

Copywork or Dictation:  

• He did not in any way exaggerate the condition of the bridge. It may be taken for 
granted that, rash as the Americans usually are, when they are prudent there is 
good reason for it.  “Passepartout is often dismissed because he is merely a 
servant, and this case is no different. However, he repeatedly shows that he is 
quick thinker and clever problem solver, even though very few people will actually 
listen to him. This incident also contrasts Verne's stereotype of Americans being 
rash and bold while Europeans are more refined and sensible, since the Americans 
want to send the train careening over the broken bridge at high speeds with all 
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passengers aboard.”14 

• “I will find him, living or dead,” said he quietly to Aouda….Phileas Fogg, by this 
resolution, inevitably sacrificed himself; he pronounced his own doom. The delay 
of a single day would make him lose the steamer at New York, and his bet would 
be certainly lost. But as he thought, ‘It is my duty,’ he did not hesitate. 

• “Aouda retired…waited alone, thinking of the simple and noble generosity, the 
tranquil courage of Phileas Fogg. He had sacrificed his fortune, and was now 
risking his life, all without hesitation, from duty, in silence.” 

Day Eighteen: Chapters 31-33: 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters? Did they update their map today? (from Nebraska to England) 

• Discuss the literary analysis essay over chapters 27-31. (See notes below.) 

• On Days 16-18, the reading load is increased to three chapters per day. This is 
because the pace of this adventure novel is breath-taking, and kids won’t want to 
stop reading it over the weekend; so to allow them to finish the novel this week, 
we sped up the reading amount. If this is too difficult, arrange the schedule to 
suit you. This does make for a lot of discussion on these three days, but it’s worth 
it. To compensate for the extra reading and discussion work, I’ve not added 
writing components (except for the irony element on Day Sixteen and the extra 
précis per day.) If your students become discouraged, try to ease up in other 
subjects for these three days. Encourage them that the longer discussions are 
only for a few days, and this was done so that they could finish the book instead 
of having to wait over the weekend. 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters: Mudge, American inventor and driver of the sledge with sails; 
Andrew Speedy, captain of the Henrietta 

Literary devices:  

• Irony: chapter title “In which Fix the detective considerably furthers the interests 
of Phileas Fogg” Fix, as the antagonist, is supposed to work against Fogg.  

• Simile: “The sledge sped on as lightly as a boat over the waves.” 

• Simile: The prairie…was as flat as a sea. It seemed like a vast frozen lake.” 

• Simile: “These lashings, like the chords of a stringed instrument, resounded as if 
vibrated by a violin bow. The sledge slid along in the midst of a plaintively intense 
melody.” 

• Simile and characterization: “As for Passepartout, his face was as red as the sun’s 
disc when it sets in the mist, and he laboriously inhaled the biting air. With his 
natural buoyancy of spirits, he began to hope again….even felt a strong desire to 
grasp his ally, Fix, by the hand. He remembered that it was the detective who 

                                                
14 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 1 August 2020. 
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procured the sledge…but, checked by some presentiment, he kept his usual 
reserve. [foreshadowing?]” 

• Metaphor: “…the sledge flew fast over the vast carpet of snow….Fields and 
streams disappeared under the uniform whiteness….it formed a great uninhabited 
island….From time to time, they sped by some phantom-like tree, whose white 
skeleton twisted and rattled in the wind.” 

• Allusion to the Great Chicago Fire: “…Chicago, already risen from its ruins, and 
more proudly seated than ever on the borders of its beautiful Lake Michigan.” 

• Irony: Although Passepartout has heroically saved Aouda and the train during the 
Sioux attack, he has hindered rather than helped Mr. Fogg in the main. “It was 
his fault, for instead of helping his master, he had not ceased putting obstacles in 
his path! And when he recalled all the incidents of the tour, when he counted up 
the sums expended in pure loss and on his own account, when he thought that 
the immense stake, added to the heavy charges of this useless journey, would 
completely ruin Mr. Fogg, he overwhelmed himself with bitter self-accusations.”  

• Metaphor: “He was a man of fifty, a sort of sea-wolf, with big eyes, a complexion 
of oxidized copper, red hair and thick neck, and a growling voice.” Also later, “As 
for Captain Speedy, he continued to howl and growl in his cabin…” 

• Foreshadowing: “It seemed that Phileas Fogg had an idea, for he said to the 
captain, ‘Well, will you carry me to Bordeaux?’” How does going to Bordeaux 
[France] help Fogg? Remember, that’s why he rejected using French ships the 
evening before. 

• Hyperbole: “As for Fix, he said to himself that the Bank of England would certainly 
not come out of this affair well indemnified, when they reached England, even if 
Mr. Fogg did not throw some handfuls of bank-bills into the sea, more than seven 
thousand pounds would have been spent!” All along, Fix has been disgusted by 
the “flagrant” excess with which Mr. Fogg spends his money, and thinks it proves 
he’s the robber. 

• Irony: “At noon the next day, a man mounted the bridge…It might be thought 
that this was Captain Speedy. Not the least in the world. It was Phileas Fogg, 
Esquire.” 

• Conflict and foreshadowing: “If then – for there were ‘ifs’ still – the sea did not 
become too boisterous, if the wind did not veer round to the east, if no accident 
happened to the boat or its machinery…It is true that once arrived, the affair on 
board the Henrietta, added to that of the Bank of England, might create more 
difficulties for Mr. Fogg than he imagined or could desire.”  

• Simile: “…sometimes he boiled over with impatience, as if heated by the furnaces 
of the Henrietta.” 

• Metaphor: “Passepartout’s visage darkened with the skies…” 

• Metaphor: “…but he reflected that the unfortunate Fix was probably very much 
disappointed and humiliated in his self-esteem, after having so awkwardly 
followed a false scent around the world…” 

• Personification: “A few moments after, the funnel of the Henrietta vomited forth 
torrents of smoke.” 



 48 

• Metaphor/Hyperbole: “Fogg…called Passepartout, and ordered him to go for 
Captain Speedy. It was as if the honest fellow had been commanded to unchain a 
tiger. He went to the poop, saying to himself, ‘He will be like a madman!’ In a few 
moments, with cries and oaths, a bomb appeared…the bomb was Captain Speedy. 
It was clear that he was on the point of bursting…Had the poor man been 
apoplectic, he could never have recovered from his paroxysm of wrath…The bomb 
would not go off after all. Mr. Fogg had taken away the match.” 

• Simile (Cliché): “During this colloquy, Passepartout was as white as a sheet…” 

Questions and Discussion:  

• When chapter 31 begins, Fogg is how far behind time? 20 hours 

• How does Fix “considerably further the interest of Fogg”? He directs him to the 
man with the snow-sledge. (Here we see more reason for the trip being in 
winter.) 

• In our reading about Jules Verne, we find that he is considered the “father of 
science fiction” and that many of his novels include inventions, some of which are 
remarkably similar to inventions that came about in later times. This chapter 
includes the only “science fiction” portion of this novel. What is it? the snow 
sledge  Has any kind of snow sledge like Verne’s invention ever actually been 
made in modern times? No, but snowmobiles might be a modern parallel without 
sails. 

• When deciding to take the sledge and considering the travel in the open air, what 
does Mr. Fogg propose and is his proposal accepted? to leave her with 
Passepartout to go to Europe by a better route under more favorable conditions. 
“But Aouda refused to separate from Mr. Fogg, and Passepartout was delighted 
with her decision; for nothing could induce him to leave his master while Fix was 
with him.” 

• How does Verne try to maintain Fix’s idea that Fogg is the robber? He tried to 
make Fix’s nonsensical idea that Fogg was “an exceedingly shrewd rascal, who, 
his journey round the world completed, would think himself absolutely safe in 
England” credible by questioning if Fix’s conviction was shaken and saying that 
“Perhaps Fix’s opinion of Phileas Fogg was somewhat modified; but he was 
nevertheless resolved to do his duty, and to hasten the return of the whole party 
to England as much as possible.” Is this really Fix’s duty, or is he just unwilling to 
admit that after all this work, Fogg can’t be the robber? 

• How long would it take to reach Omaha on the sledge? 5 hours: 40 mph for 200 
miles 

• What were the only words Mr. Fogg uttered during the sledge journey? “These 
chords give the fifth and the octave.”  

• What one thing would Passepartout never forget: “…the sacrifice which Mr. Fogg 
had made, without hesitation, to rescue him from the Sioux. Mr. Fogg had risked 
his fortune and his life. No! His servant would never forget that!” 

• Do you agree that the sledge journey is the most unbelievable part of their 
journey? It’s hard for me to see how this sledge would “sail” like that, seeing as 
how the plains aren’t that flat and how could they avoid all trees and depressions 
by rivers, etc.? 
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• “They had seen nothing of Omaha; but Passepartout confessed to himself that 
this was not to be regretted, as they were not travelling to see the sights.” Again 
we are reminded of the theme of a journey without the goal of tourism. 
Passepartout had been able to satisfy some of his curiosity in the early parts of 
the journey, but the pace has quickened now. He is not able to tour here. 

• Chapter 32 begins with, “______, in leaving seemed to have carried off Phileas 
Fogg’s last hope.” What was his last hope? Catching that boat overseas. 

• Characters: Mr. Fogg “slept profoundly, but…the others, whose agitation did not 
permit them to rest.” Again, we see how Mr. Fogg can rest and doesn’t allow 
himself to worry, while the others are restless with fears. 

• How was the bargaining over transport different with Captain Speedy than with 
John Bunsby of the Tankadere? “Up to this time money had smoothed away every 
obstacle. Now money failed.” 

• When money fails to persuade Captain Speedy, what “venturesome,” impossible 
solution comes to mind for crossing the ocean? “by balloon” Remember that 
Verne’s first published novel had to do with hot air balloons as well. So Verne 
does bring up flight in this story! Some movie versions of this story include a 
balloon flight; and of course, nowadays, trips are made around the world much 
faster because of flight; but that wasn’t a feasible option for Fogg. 

• How did Captain Speedy overcome his repugnance for passengers? $2,000 a 
piece = $8,000, at which point they are “no longer passengers, but valuable 
merchandise.” 

• Explain how Fogg changed the ship’s destination to go to Liverpool? “…had so 
shrewdly managed with his bank-notes that the sailors…went over to him in a 
body.” He bribed the soldiers to mutiny to himself and shut up the captain in his 
cabin as prisoner.  

• What information do we get at the beginning of chapter 33 about Fogg? He had 
clearly been a sailor.  

• Explain how each of the other three characters felt about or reacted to Fogg’s 
taking over the Henrietta? Aouda—anxious; Passepartout—“thought Mr. Fogg’s 
manoeuvre simply glorious… was delighted. His master’s last exploit, the 
consequences of which he ignored, enchanted him… loquacious good-humour 
infected every one. He had forgotten the past, its vexations and delays. he only 
thought of the end…”; Fix—“understood nothing…amazed and confused…did not 
know what to think…began to seriously regret that he had embarked in the 
affair.” (plus 1st sentence below…) 

• Fix isn’t sure if the ‘stealing’ of the boat proves he’s a robber and if Fogg’s going 
to end up a pirate somewhere quiet. Verne says that “the conjecture was at least 
a plausible one.” Do you agree? Is this believable? Support your answer. For me, 
no, because why would Fogg pay $2,000 to have Fix come along and witness him 
stealing a boat and hiding away somewhere as a pirate? He could easily have left 
Fix behind, but kindly included him in his own costs, and Verne doesn’t even 
mention anymore Fix trying to pay him back.  

• While on the Atlantic Ocean, what danger did they run into? a winter storm 
around the “dangerous locality” of Newfoundland. 

• How did Passepartout comfort himself when distressed by the winter season 
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stormy weather? Again we see that he can control his tongue. “P— said nothing; 
but he cherished hope in secret…if the wind failed them, they might still count on 
the steam.” But at that moment, his comforts disappear, when he finds out that 
they’re running out of coal. 

• How did Passepartout keep himself from returning the retort to Mr. Fix when he 
called him a crude name? Both Passepartout and Fix cannot give up their 
presuppositions. Even though Fix just betrayed to Passepartout that he still 
doesn’t believe they’re going to Liverpool, Passepartout refrains from arguing by 
telling himself that Fix actually is humiliated and ashamed for trailing the wrong 
guy around the world. Both still hold to their positions and don’t believe the other. 
It’s so obvious to Passepartout that Fix is wrong, and so obvious to Fix that Pass 
is wrong that neither can sympathize with or help the other. 

• How did Mr. Fogg negotiate with Captain Speedy to obtain his permission and 
help? He paid him $60,000. And how was this a good bargain? The Henrietta was 
20 years old, and Speedy would still have the iron hull. 

• What compliment did Speedy pay Fogg? "Captain Fogg, you've got something of 
the Yankee about you." “This is the highest compliment that Captain Speedy, an 
American, can give to Fogg, and it shows that his antics have even earned him 
the respect of someone who he'd tied up at the beginning of the voyage across 
the Atlantic. Fogg certainly shows some of the typical qualities that Verne 
characterizes as American, but he balances these with his refined upbringing as 
an Englishman.”15 

• By what “supreme inspiration…was [Fogg] about to attempt once more to conquer 
ill-fortune”? How did Mr. Fogg plan to gain 12 hours? He’d get to Liverpool not by 
the Henrietta, but by catching an express train and steamer from Dublin on the 
mail trains and boats. 

• What was Fix greatly tempted to do in Queenstown, Ireland? To arrest Fogg.  
Conflict in Fix: “What struggle was going on within him? Had he changed his mind 
about ‘his man’? Did he understand that he had made a grave mistake? He did 
not, however, abandon Mr. Fogg.” 

• Lit Analysis Essay Comments: 1st paragraph--[Disclaimer to teacher: From 
what I can tell, these articles have some connection to Harvard students or 
teachers. In today’s politically correct atmosphere of multiculturalism, unbelievers 
want to paint all cultures as equally true, good, and beautiful. They correctly 
perceive that these cultures are based on religions, and therefore don’t wish to 
critique religion. Lacking biblical truths that false religions are controlled by 
demons—Dt. 32:17, 1 Cor. 8:4, 10:20—unbelievers will paint all religion equally 
as intolerant, simplistic, and foolish. But with the force of multiculturalism mixed 
in with apostasy, academia now paints mainly (or only) Christianity in that light. 
Other culture’s religions are discussed as part of another culture, from which we 
must all learn, or else run the risk of being called a racist.] I would argue that 
Verne didn’t “paint caricatures of certain religions.” If you read the firsthand 
accounts of people who witnessed the practices of these religions, you would 
agree. You must therefore either ignore those practices or revise history in order 
to say that someone who portrays their practices as barbarous is painting a 
caricature. Passepartout’s thoughts about Mormonism are “comic,” but as 
Christians we should go further and both pray and equip ourselves to answer this 
cult with biblical responses. 

                                                
15 Ibid. 
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• 2nd paragraph: Good comments here on characterization. Make sure the students 
are noticing this. Probably you already discussed above. Did they understand the 
comment on dramatic irony? 

• 3rd paragraph: Once again, we see the secular academic dislike of hierarchy, and 
a willingness to read non-existing vices into old literature. His “lack of power” is 
not “highlighted.” This has nothing to do with the fact that “he is merely a 
servant.” Mr. Fogg asked him to check on the situation and isn’t even there. Why 
isn’t Passepartout listened to? Because the Americans are too busy being rash 
and impatient and following the crowd. They have no idea who he is or what his 
station is and wouldn’t have cared much if they had known.  

• 4th paragraph: Excellent contrasts. At the end of the book, or even now you could 
try to discuss if you think Passepartout mainly helped or hindered Mr. Fogg. 

• 5th paragraph: This seems mostly true. I don’t know if I’d call it a “softer side”; it 
seems that Mr. Fogg is the consummate gentleman, so I’d point out his devotion 
to honor and duty, more than affection. 

• 6th paragraph: Do you agree that the solutions are getting more and more 
unbelievable or “absurd” and “ridiculous”? I do. But how else do you top riding an 
elephant, saving a woman, getting separated because of opium…the conflicts are 
supposed to get greater throughout a novel, and this riotous adventure is 
certainly doing that!  

Research:  

•  At that time, was it really impossible to fly in a balloon somehow from NY to 
England? 

• Study carefully the geography and points mentioned in chapters 31-33. 

• Read the article on steamers in the appendix, if you haven’t already.  

• Research the mail system in the British Empire. 

Activity:  

•  Look up “ice boating” and “Land sailing” and decide if something like the snow 
sledge actually existed in Verne’s time or if he invented it. 

Character/Bible:  

• The lit analysis essay says: “More so than any of his other feats, this one is 
morally questionable. For so long readers have tried to believe that Fogg is a 
good man and not the criminal that Fix repeatedly makes him out to be, but 
stealing a ship and imprisoning its captain is certainly a criminal act. He is only 
pardoned for it because he has the money he needs to get him out of the sticky 
situation; however, this does not change what he did in the first place. Was Fogg 
right to do this as a means to an end? Should morality be important, even in 
desperate times? These are both questions this situation poses.” Christians would 
of course say that it’s ‘never right to do wrong to do right,’ and that of course 
morality is important in all times, especially desperate times. But it seems to me 
there’s a slight slant to this essay, perhaps a loaded question. However, it does 
seem clearly wrong that Fogg encouraged the mutiny and took over the ship, 
imprisoning Speedy. Can you think of another way he could have handled the 
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situation? Seeing that Fogg did pay for the ship, he has the right to do what he 
did, correct? It’s just that he did it in the wrong way and order. Jms. 4:17 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen.  

• Chapter 32 title!—“In which Phileas Fogg engages in a direct struggle with bad 
fortune.” Chapter 33 title seems to indicate Fogg wins this struggle: “In which 
Phileas Fogg shows himself equal to the occasion.” 

• Ch. 33 p. 267 “This was a misfortune.” –the storm around Newfoundland. This 
also seems to indicate a conflict of man vs. nature (p. 268): “In summer, success 
would have been well-nigh certain. In winter, they were at the mercy of the bad 
season.” 

• ch. 33 p. 273 “…he was about to attempt once more to conquer ill-fortune.” 

Copywork or Dictation: (so many good ones in this chapter—see above if you don’t 
like this one) “An American can scarcely remain unmoved at the sight of sixty thousand 
dollars. The captain forgot in an instant his anger, his imprisonment, and all his grudges 
against his passenger. The bomb would not go off after all. Mr. Fogg had taken away the 
match.” 

Day Nineteen: Chapters 34-35 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters? Did they update their map today? (from Liverpool to London) 

• Catch up today: Check to see that they have written a second minor character 
entry in their notebook, if not already done.  

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Literary devices:  

• Hyperbole/Metaphor: Passepartout felt so badly about Mr. Fogg’s arrest that he 
“wept till he was blind, and felt like blowing his brains out.” [reference to suicide] 

• Metaphor: “…with the precision of a machine, knocked Fix down.” 

• Simile: “Passepartout watched all night, like a faithful dog, at his master’s door.” 

• Simile: “Passepartout understood, and his big, round face became as radiant as 
the tropical sun at its zenith.” 

Questions and Discussion:  

•  Why did Mr. Fix arrest Fogg? “…because it was his duty, whether Mr. Fogg were 
guilty or not.” 

• How is Fix’s arrest of Fogg Passepartout’s fault? He had “concealed Fix’s errand 
from his master…If the latter had been warned, he would no doubt have given Fix 
proof of his innocence, and satisfied him of his mistake; at least Fix would not 
have continued his journey at the expense and on the heels of his master…” 

• How much time did Fogg have to reach the Reform Club when he was in prison? 
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9¼ hours, and it would take 6 hours to reach London. 

• Finish the sentence: “The situation, in any event, was a terrible one, and might be 
thus stated: If Phileas Fogg was honest he was ___; if he was a knave, he was 
___.” Ruined; caught. This is a dilemma, a true conflict. There seems to be no 
good solution. 

• Verne maintains an unknowing point of view with Fogg’s characterization in 
prison. We can only guess his thoughts. This is one of the very few places in the 
book where Verne describes Fogg’s actions or guesses at his thoughts. “Was he 
being devoured by one of those secret rages…? No one could tell…Did escape 
occur to him? …Possibly…”  

• Symbolism of time—in prison Fogg is observing his watch and writing down the 
time, still calculating the time in his head and journal. 

• What was the only rapid motion Fogg ever made in his life? To punch Fix. Is this a 
satisfying close to our antagonist? Do you feel that justice was served? 

• Does your version of the book have a footnote on the sentence “…all the clocks in 
London were striking ten minutes before nine.” Footnote: “A somewhat 
remarkable eccentricity on the part of the London clocks!” Why does it say this? 
Clocks don’t “strike” at the 50-minute mark. 

• Did Mr. Fogg go to the Reform Club to see his friends after losing the wager? no 

• Did Mr. Fogg make the bet to enrich himself? If he had won, would he have 
become rich? No, he “laid wagers for honour’s sake than for the stake proposed.” 
Also remember that “So great had been the expense of his tour, that, even had 
he won, it would not have enriched him.” He spent almost 20,000 pounds on the 
trip, which is what he would have won. 

• From what you know of Mr. Fogg’s character, were you surprised that his “course 
was fully decided upon; he knew what remained for him to do”? What does this 
mean? You might think that he was so determined to win that he wouldn’t have 
any other plan, because he so expected to see that outcome. “Nothing is 
unforeseen.” On the other hand, wouldn’t we expect a man who so meticulously 
plans to have planned the alternative in case for some inexplicable reason, he 
couldn’t make the journey? What remained for him to do—put his things in order 
and go move to a smaller house or back to work somewhere? commit suicide? We 
have three hints—“he knew…From the words …dropped, she saw that he was 
meditating some serious project. Knowing that Englishmen …sometimes resort to 
the desperate expedient of suicide, Passepartout kept a narrow watch…” 

• What did Passepartout do first when he got home? extinguish the gas burner 

• What is Aouda’s response when Passepartout thinks she can influence Fogg? 
“What influence could I have? Mr. Fogg is influenced by no one. Has he ever 
understood that my gratitude to him is overflowing? Has he ever read my heart?” 

• Why didn’t Mr. Fogg go to the Reform Club? “His friends no longer expected him 
there…he had lost his wager.” What do you think of a friendship like this? If they 
were truly friends, don’t you think they’d want to discuss it or at least see him 
again and find out how his trip went? It seems he still doesn’t understand a true 
friendship. Or maybe he assumed that they still think he’s traveling, so he can 
spend his day quietly “setting his affairs in order.” 
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• How does Passepartout change in his thoughts towards Fix? “He thought of Fix, 
but no longer in anger. Fix, like all the world, had been mistaken in Phileas Fogg, 
and had only done his duty in tracking and arresting him; while he, Passepartout 
– This thought haunted him, and he never ceased cursing his miserable folly.” 

• In Mr. Fogg’s interview with Aouda that evening, what does he reveal were his 
plans for her? To get her to a safe place and “put a portion of my fortune at your 
disposal; then your existence would have been free and happy.” This is heroic, as 
Aouda states, “So, Mr. Fogg, not content with rescuing me from a terrible death, 
you thought yourself bound to secure my comfort in a foreign land?” 

• Characterization: Fogg says of himself—“I have need of nothing…I have no 
friends…I have no longer any relatives.” 

• Notice the momentary role reversals between Fogg and Aouda. 1-She is making 
the plans and proposing marriage. 2-She is now “saving” him. 3-She says, “Ah!” 
in response to his declaration of love, which is his usual response. 

• Notice how chapter 35 ends with another several references to time: “not too 
late?...Passepartout: ‘Never too late.’ It was five minutes past eight. ‘…tomorrow, 
Monday.’” is repeated three times as each speaker confirms it.  

• Do you think this is a satisfying ending for our book? That even though Mr. Fogg 
didn’t win against Fate and Time, he did change in the matter of relationships? 

Activity:  

• Imagine you are Phileas Fogg at home after you have lost the bet. Write a page in 
your journal for the day they arrive back in London. 

Character/Bible:  

• One of the most admirable qualities about Mr. Fogg is his personal responsibility. 
“I blame no one.” It would be so easy to blame-shift and make excuses for how 
“everything” seemed to go against him; but ultimately, he was the one who 
confidently and knowingly entered into the wager, so how can he blame anyone 
else—certainly not Passepartout, who had saved Aouda and the train? Ezek. 
18:20 

• Eccles. 4:9 “Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their 
labour.” Even though Mr. Fogg didn’t think so at the beginning of this book, he 
now agrees. We have seen the proof of this verse ourselves as readers 
throughout the novel. This goes excellently with Aouda’s words: “I pity you, then, 
Mr. Fogg, for solitude is a sad thing, with no heart to which to confide your griefs. 
They say, though, that misery itself, shared by two sympathetic souls may be 
borne with patience.” 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. Remember Fogg’s statement 
that nothing is unforeseen at the beginning of the wager. Let us see if he truly does meet 
up with unforeseen delays.  

• ch. 34: “He was not, it is true, resigned; but this last blow failed to force him into 
an outward betrayal of any emotion.”  

• ch. 35, p. 280: “Ruined! And by the blundering of the detective! After having 
steadily traversed that long journey, overcome a hundred obstacles, braved many 
dangers, and still found time to do some good on his way, to fail near the goal by 
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a sudden event which he could not have foreseen, and against which he was 
unarmed; it was terrible!”  

• p. 285 “But how do you look upon the fate, sir, which awaits you?” “As I am in 
the habit of doing.” Here is our reference to FATE that we’ve been looking for.  

Copywork or Dictation:  

• “I pity you, then, Mr. Fogg, for solitude is a sad thing, with no heart to which to 
confide your griefs. They say, though, that misery itself, shared by two 
sympathetic souls may be borne with patience.” 

• “The sincerity, rectitude, firmness, and sweetness of this soft glance of a noble 
woman, who could dare all to save him to whom she owed all, at first astonished, 
then penetrated him.” 

Day Twenty: Chapters 36-37 

Teacher Check:  

• Annotations? Vocabulary work? Check their précis. Are they taking notes about 
their characters? Map should be all done! 

• Discuss the literary analysis essay over chapters 32-37. (See notes below.) 

• Discuss as much of the following as you like.  

Minor characters: James Strand, bank-robber; Lord Albemarle, old gentleman; police; 
Reform Club antagonists—John Sullivan, Samuel Fallentin, Andrew Stuart, Gauthier 
Ralph, and Thomas Flanagan 

Literary devices:  

• Simile: “Phileas Fogg, like a racehorse, was drawing near his last turning-point.” 
“The hype in London reaches its peak as it is nearly time for Fogg to return to win 
his wager, and this comparison to a racehorse reveals much about the nature of 
his journey. Like horseracing, his goal was speed, and everyone bet on his 
success as they would bet on horses. But while Fogg's journey began as a 
mindless race around the world, he ended up gaining a lot more than that from it 
in the end.”16 

• Simile: “…all those who had laid bets, for or against him, revived their interest, as 
if by magic…” 

• In what ways did the men try to encourage themselves that they would win the 
bet? Stuart said Fogg hadn’t come in on the 7:23 train, or he would have reached 
them by then. Flanagan reminds them that even though Fogg was punctual, he 
wouldn’t be able to prevent delays, which were sure to occur, and even one delay 
“would be fatal to his tour.” Sullivan mentions that Fogg didn’t send him any 
telegrams along the way. Stuart says that he wasn’t on the China, the only 
steamer he could have taken from NY to get there. 

• Foreshadowing and characterization: When Stuart says that they know Fogg 
didn’t come in on the last train, so they must have won the bet [and we readers 

                                                
16 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 1 August 2020. 
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already know that he lost the bet], Fallentin replies, “Wait; don’t let us be too 
hasty. You know that Mr. Fogg is very eccentric. His punctuality is well known; he 
never arrives too soon, or too late; and I should not be surprised if he appeared 
before us at the last minute.” (Were you surprised when he did?)  

• Understatement: ch. 37 title “…Phileas Fogg gained nothing by his tour around 
the world, unless it were happiness.” 

• Imagery / simile: “With his hair in disorder, and without his hat, he ran along the 
street as never man was seen to run before, overturning passers-by, rushing over 
the sidewalk like a waterspout.” 

• Situational Irony: The Early Arrival “Fogg has meticulously planned every aspect 
of this voyage around the world. He is extremely organized and prepared for 
everything that comes their way. Because of this, it is extremely ironic that he 
failed to realize they would gain a day traveling eastward, and he had no idea 
that they arrived early when they made it back to London.”17 p. 294 “How was it 
that a man so exact and fastidious could have made this error of a day?” 

• Symbol Passepartout’s family watch: “…which had always kept London time, 
would have betrayed this fact, if it had marked the days as well as the hours and 
minutes!” No matter how faithful his watch was, it didn’t help them with days. But 
it foreshadowed the end of the story, when timing of days would be important.  

Questions and Discussion:  

• The first three word in chapter 36 are “It is time.” There’s that theme again.  

• Notice the excitement of the end of chapter 36, as references to time are 
repeated. They mention time throughout the end of the chapter. “The pendulum 
beat the seconds, which each player eagerly counted, as he listened with 
mathematical regularity…They left their cards, and counted the seconds.” 

• Finally we see Passepartout proves his worth! He saves the day! How? 
“Passepartout had seized his master by the collar, and was dragging him along 
with irresistible force. Phileas Fogg, thus kidnapped, without having time to think, 
left his house, jumped into a cab…and reached the Reform Club.” 

• When Phileas travelled around the world eastwards what happened to the length 
of the day and why? “…he had gone towards the sun, and the days therefore 
diminished for him as many times four minutes as he crossed degrees in this 
direction. There are three hundred and sixty degrees on the circumference of the 
earth; and these three hundred and sixty degrees, multiplied by four minutes, 
gives precisely twenty-four hours – that is, the day unconsciously gained. In other 
words, while Phileas Fogg, going eastward, saw the sun pass the meridian eighty 
times, his friends in London only saw it past the meridian seventy-nine times.” 

• How much money did Fogg gain? He’d spent almost 19,000 pounds, so he only 
gained a bit over a thousand. 

• What was Fogg’s goal—to earn money, or win honor by accomplishing the journey 
in the time allotted? “His object was, however, to be victorious, and not to win 
money.” How is this proven? He divided up the money and gave it away to 
Passepartout and Fix. 

                                                
17 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Irony". GradeSaver, 24 October 
2015 Web. 1 August 2020. 
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• How does Fix, who isn’t personally in these chapters, appear? Fogg forgave him 
and gave him the extra money. 

• How much money did Passepartout receive? Half the extra money minus the cost 
of the gas that had burned in his room!  

• Why does Mr. Fogg say that his fortune belonged to Aouda? “If you had not 
suggested our marriage, my servant would not have gone to the Reverend, I 
should not have been apprised of my error, and…” 

• Who gave Aouda away at the wedding? Passepartout What explanation does 
Verne give for his being entitled to that honour? “Had he not saved her?” 

• What evidence do we have that Mr. Fogg has ceased caring so much about time? 
They could have made it in 78 days, if they hadn’t crossed India. “But if I had not 
crossed India, I should not have saved Aouda; she would not have been my wife 
and—“ “This is one of the book's very last quotes, and it marks the completeness 
of Phileas Fogg's transformation. He sees at last that the greatest thing he gained 
from his journey around the world was Aouda's love, the kind of human 
connection that was missing from his life. He is no longer the hard-hearted man 
he was when he set out from London eighty days earlier.”18 

• Lit Analysis Essay Comments: 2nd paragraph—See Day 18 Bible/Character for 
discussion. 3rd paragraph—Do you admire Fogg? For what reasons? 4th 
paragraph—Do you feel any sympathy or understanding towards Fix for “doing his 
duty”? 6th paragraph—remember the quote from the beginning of the book about 
how relationships slow down a person. We definitely saw that in the novel! But 
now Fogg has come to realize that it is worth it!  

• Final paragraph—Do you agree with this quote? “Whether or not he had ultimately 
won the bet, Fogg needed this journey, because he never would have changed for 
the better had he remained in London.” 

Activity:  

• Draw or paint the wedding scene. 

Character/Bible:  

• Prov. 18:22 “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth favour of 
the LORD.” Relationships and people are more important. Phil. 2:2-5, Mk. 12:29-
30 Even Christ did not look out for Himself, but humbled and gave Himself for 
others. We need people, and people need us.  

• When you are exasperated by interruptions, try to remember that their very 
frequency may indicate the valuableness of your life. Only the people who are full 
of help and strength are burdened by other people's needs. The interruptions 
which we chafe at are the credentials of our indispensability. The greatest 
condemnation that anybody could incur--and it is a danger to guard against -- is 
to be so independent, so unhelpful, that nobody ever interrupts us and we are left 
comfortably alone.—Author Unknown 

Notes: Look for more mentions of things being foreseen. ch. 36, p. 291 “Even if we 
admit that fortune has favored him, he can scarcely have reached America.” 

                                                
18 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Quotes and Analysis". GradeSaver, 
24 October 2015 Web. 1 August 2020. 



 58 

Copywork or Dictation: What had he really gained by all this trouble? What had he 
brought back from this long and weary journey? Nothing, say you? Perhaps so; nothing 
but a charming woman, who, strange as it may appear, made him the happiest of men! 
Truly, would you not for less than that make the tour around the world? 

Day Twenty-One: 

1. Conflict: Check to see that they have updated the conflict. If they argue that 
actually they see the conflict as being more “Man vs. Nature” in spite of those 
quotations in their guide, because of the turning of the world itself and the aspect 
of the time zones being part of nature, let them write down their opinion—so long 
as they can support their answer with a reason for why they chose it. 

2. Climax: Check… 

a. That they condensed the book into 15-20 scenes and rated each one from 1-5 
for tension. They should only have one “5,” if at all possible.  

b. That they marked down the exposition, rising action, climax, denouement, 
and conclusion. Exposition: chapters 1-2 or 1-4. Rising action probably starts 
in chapter 5 or 6. If the student says chapter 3 because that’s when the 
wager takes place, okay. I believe that’s still setting up the conflict.  

Climax: “Though the novel has many small peaks, the main climax comes 
when they reach New York too late to catch the steamer to England, and Fogg 
commandeers a trade ship to take them across the Atlantic.”19 This is tough 
to tell. I believe the climax is on that trip as Fogg is burning the ship up to get 
there on time, then changes to get off in Ireland and gets arrested. Will the 
arrest stop him from getting there in time? Ask what your students think. 
Some might say that the most important point of conflict is when the Reform 
Club gentlemen are counting the seconds down, and Fogg walks in at the last 
second. Whatever they say, they must support why they think that point is 
the climax.  

The denouement starts right after the climax, wherever they chose that to be. 
I would say the denouement starts when Fogg steps off the train in London, 
and he’s five minutes too late. Now we “know” he’s not been successful, and 
it seems like Verne is explaining what will happen to him now, after his ruin. 
The action slows down considerably, as we, like Passepartout, wait to see 
what Fogg will do. We think that the “satisfying end” for our hero comes when 
he decides to get married. We think that the scene back in the Reform Club is 
tying up loose ends of what happened to those antagonists. We are then very 
surprised to find out that Fogg did succeed! 

The conclusion comes at the end of chapter 37, starting on the last page or 
two. I suppose the student could say that it is all of chapter 37, but I think 
there are still a lot of “tying up loose ends” at the beginning of chapter 37. 

                                                
19 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Literary Elements". GradeSaver, 24 
October 2015 Web. 13 August 2020. 
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Day Twenty-Two: Theme 

Older students should record at least two themes. Check that they wrote in their own 
words their choices for themes, along with some reasons from the book for their choices.  

Day Twenty-Three: Character Studies 

Check that they followed the rules for their 5-paragraph essay. You may have to help 
inexperienced writers to arrange their essay. 

Day Twenty-Four to Twenty-Five: Activity Project 

Check on what choice they made and give as much support as is needed for them to 
accomplish it successfully without taking over the project yourself! If you think they 
purposely chose the easiest, quickest task and didn’t try very hard, assign them one 
project per day until they’ve completed two projects.  

Here are some other options if they don’t like any of the ones in the guide. These options 
seemed more school-ish, with more research and writing, so I didn’t include them. Of 
course you could look back through the “research” and “activity” sections of this manual 
for more ideas as well. 

• Research and write about how technological innovations in the Victorian Era set 
the stage for Verne, Fogg, and later actual attempts such as Nellie Bly’s, to take 
this trip: America’s first Transcontinental Railway (completed in 1869), the Suez 
Canal opened in 1869, and railways linked the sub-continent of India in 1870. 
Also write an opinion about technology being a “double-edged sword.” How is it 
both good and bad?  

“Because of new advancements in transportation, Fogg and his group are able to 
make it around the world in just eighty days. Without these, an incredible journey 
like this would not at all be possible. As Passepartout remarks multiple times, 
though, the speed at which they travel means that they are not able to stop, take 
in, and appreciate the places they pass. This contradiction shows readers that 
technology is a double-edged sword. Of course, it makes many marvelous things 
possible—however, it is important, still, to take the time to appreciate the 
educational and transformative aspects of travel in the midst of a fast-paced 
journey.”20 

• Evaluate the worldview of the book. Does it end in a Christian way, even if the 
characters or writing doesn’t overtly reference God? Do the characters exhibit 
Christian values? Do men act like men and women like women? Is wrong-doing 
punished or made to look bad and acting righteously rewarded? What do the 
characters think is important? Is the main lesson or theme honoring to God? Does 
it inspire you in any way to be more virtuous, and if so, how? 

• Character studies: Which characteristics does the author think make for a real 
hero, according to this novel? Write a short composition telling the heroic traits 
that the novel’s hero demonstrates, and how they reinforce the main moral the 
author is trying to convey. If you are Christian, make sure to show how that 
character also exhibits Christian values. 

• Look over the copywork selections in this manual. Copy some of your favorites. 
                                                
20 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Essay Questions". GradeSaver, 24 
October 2015 Web. 13 August 2020. 
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Analyze a quotation that sums up the theme, and write an essay explaining the 
quote and its broader meaning in the story. 

• Verne often wrote about things that hadn’t come to pass, but later some of his 
ideas did! Now that it’s relatively easy to go around the world in eighty days, why 
is this tale still entertaining and relevant? Also, for Verne, the world was 
shrinking. Exploration gave way to tourism and imperialism. What lessons can we 
learn from this novel today about globalization? 

• I would say you could watch a movie, but I won’t for two reasons. First, I only like 
movies when they stick pretty closely to the book. It bothers me when 
screenwriters think they can do a better job than the writer of a classic novel. 
Second, we are very conservative, and so don’t want nudity, immorality, or 
cursing. Based on what I’ve heard and snippets I’ve seen on Youtube, the most 
recent movie version (with Jackie Chan and Schwarzenegger) is out on both 
accounts. It is VERY changed from the novel and has indecency. The long version 
by BBC, I believe, with Pierce Brosnan looked promising at first. But I wasn’t very 
far in before there was a made-up scene, not from the novel, with Fogg walking in 
on a woman lounging in a bathtub (holding up his trip), and talking with her. The 
movie from 1956 seems like it may be a good choice, but again, from what I can 
tell, there are several changes to the plot, one change including a bordello scene 
with several indecently clad women coming on to Fogg.  

Thank you for going on this journey with me, Mr. Fogg, and the rest of the gang. I hope 
you enjoyed the trip as much as I did! 
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Vocabulary Analysis 

Word Spelling Part of Speech Definition 

    

Synonyms  

Etymology & Word Lore  

Quotations  

    

Synonyms  

Etymology & Word Lore  

Quotations  

    

Synonyms  

Etymology & Word Lore  

Quotations  

    

Synonyms  

Etymology & Word Lore  

Quotations  
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Glossary by Chapter 
(Note to the instructor: A third option if you don’t want to spend time on written 

vocabulary work is to refer the student to this glossary for any words he doesn’t know or 
at the beginning of each chapter to read the definitions beforehand.) 

 
Chapter 1 
enigmatical—difficult to 
interpret or understand 
exchequer—the British 
government bank 
account (for taxes, etc.) 
entomologists—people 
who study insects 
pernicious—having a 
harmful effect, especially 
in a gradual, subtle way 
avaricious—having great 
greed for wealth 
anonymous—of unknown 
name 
taciturn—reserved and 
uncommunicative 
conjectures—an opinion 
based on incomplete 
information 
congenial—pleasant or 
agreeable 
domestic—a person paid 
to help with menial tasks 
porphyry—a hard 
igneous rock containing 
crystals… 
viands—an item of food 
eccentric—slightly 
strange, unconventional 
grenadier—a soldier 
armed with grenades 
aptness—being 
appropriate or suitable 
 
Chapter 2 
physiognomist—a person 
supposedly able to judge 
character or predict the 
future from facial 
characteristics 
repose—a state of rest, 
sleep, or tranquility 
phlegmatic—showing 
little emotion 
chronometer—an 
instrument for 
measuring time 
superfluous—
unnecessary, more than 
enough 
valet—a man’s personal 

male attendant, 
responsible for his 
clothes and appearance 
pert—impudent, lively 
rubicund—having a high-
colored complexion 
portly—having a stout 
body, somewhat fat 
vagrant—person without 
settled home or regular 
work who wanders 
chagrin—strong feelings 
of embarrassment 
whimsical—behaving in a 
capricious manner 
comprised—be made up 
of; constituted of 
scrutinized—examine or 
inspect closely 
 
Chapter 3 
edifice—a building, 
especially a large one 
repair—go to a place 
gilded—covered thinly 
with gold 
sumptuous—splendid, 
expensive-looking 
flunkey—a liveried 
manservant or footman 
functionary—an official 
ingot—a block of metal, 
oblong in shape 
incredulous—unwilling or 
unable to believe a thing 
stoical—enduring pain 
and hardship without 
showing feelings 
 
Chapter 4 
conscientious—wishing 
to do what’s right, to do 
one’s duty well 
mackintosh—full-length 
waterproof coat 
chary—cautiously or 
suspiciously reluctant to 
do something 
ensconce—establish, 
settle in a comfortable, 
safe, or secret place 
stupefaction—shock 

 
Chapter 5 
aberration—unwelcome 
departure from the 
normal or expected 
liability—a thing whose 
behavior is likely to put 
one at a disadvantage 
premium—amount by 
which the price of a 
share exceeds its value 
pretext—a reason, given 
to justify an action, that 
is not the real reason  
elude—evade a pursuer 
 
Chapter 6 
promenade—walking 
leisurely 
wharf—a level quayside 
area to which a ship may 
be moored to load 
incessantly—constantly  
manifesting—display  
bespoken—reserve or 
order in advance 
windfall—unexpected 
good fortune, typically 
receiving lots of money 
quay—a platform by or 
on the water for loading 
or unloading ships 
minaret—a tall slender 
tower, part of a mosque 
fellah—Egyptian peasant 
shrewd—having sharp 
powers of judgment  
 
Chapter 7 
preamble—introduction  
rogue—dishonest man 
phlegmatic—showing 
little emotion 
itinerary—planned 
journey, or its travel 
document recording it 
stipulate—specify as part 
of an agreement 
wont—accustomed  
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Chapter 8 
voluble—speaking 
incessantly and fluently 
fob—a chain attached to 
a watch for carrying in a 
waistcoat pocket 
deuce—used as a 
euphemism for “devil” in 
expressions of 
annoyance or to 
emphasize how bad or 
serious something is 
cogitate—think deeply 
equanimity—mental 
calmness, composure 
 
Chapter 9 
propitious—indicating a 
good chance of success 
scrupulous—diligent, 
thorough, extremely 
attentive to details 
toilet—process of 
washing, dressing, and 
attending to appearance 
while—pass time in a 
leisurely manner 
caprice—a sudden and 
unaccountable change of 
mood or behavior 
hull—main body of a 
ship: bottom, sides, 
deck but not the masts 
propitiate—win the favor 
of (a god or person) by 
doing something that 
pleases them 
indefatigable—persisting 
tirelessly 
capital—excellent 
(dated) 
ogre—a man-eating 
giant 
ravished—enraptured  
alacrity—brisk and 
cheerful readiness 
 
Chapter 10 
despotic—tyrannical 
rajah—an Indian noble 
cumbrous—unwieldy; 
cumbersome; large or 
heavy and therefore 
difficult to carry or use 
palanquin—a covered 
litter for one passenger, 
made of a large box 

carried on two poles 
hypogea—underground 
chambers 
palatable—pleasant to 
taste 
fain—compelled by the 
circumstances; obliged 
miter—tall headdress 
booby—a stupid or 
childish person 
pagoda—sacred building, 
many-tiered tower in 
India or East Asia 
agile—able to move 
quickly or easily 
obscure—not discovered 
or known about 
crestfallen—sad, 
disappointed 
 
Chapter 11 
opium—a reddish-brown 
heavy-scented addictive 
drug prepared from the 
juice of the opium poppy 
indigo—a tropical plant 
cultivated for blue dye 
viaducts—long bridgelike 
structure, a series of 
arches, carrying a road 
or railroad across low 
ground 
defile—a narrow gorge 
verdant—green with 
grass or vegetation 
derange—cause to act 
irregularly; interrupt 
(archaic) 
limpid—unclouded, clear 
reverie—daydream  
perambulate—walk or 
travel around, for 
pleasure or leisure 
maledictions—magical 
word uttered with 
intention of bringing 
about evil; a curse  
avarice—insatiable 
desire for wealth 
howdahs—a seat for 
riding on the back of an 
elephant or camel 
vitals—the body’s 
important internal 
organs, the gut 
 
 

Chapter 12 
phlegm—calmness of 
temperament 
copse—small group of 
trees 
discordant—harsh, 
jarring sounds lacking in 
harmony 
lugubrious—looking or 
sounding sad or dismal 
caparisoned—(of a 
horse) be decked out in 
rich decorative coverings 
zebus—ox of a humped 
breed tolerant of heat  
fakir—Muslim (or Hindu) 
religious ascetic who 
lives solely on alms 
ochre—earthy pigment 
damascened—inlaid with 
gold or silver decoration 
pillage—steal something 
using violence, as in war 
 
Chapter 13 
means—method  
abduction—action of 
forcibly taking someone 
away against his will 
reconnaissance—a 
search with the intention 
of acquiring information 
colloquy—a conversation 
anon—soon, shortly 
ascertain—make sure of 
assiduous—showing 
great care, perseverance 
aperture—hole, opening 
prudence—cautiousness  
sot—habitual drunkard 
specter—ghost  
prodigy—amazing thing 
resuscitate—revive from 
apparent death 
audacity—willingness to 
take bold risks 
apprise—inform or tell 
 
Chapter 14 
prostration—extreme 
physical weakness or 
emotional exhaustion 
bazaar—market in a 
Middle Eastern country 
pelisse—woman’s cloak 
with armholes / sleeves, 
reaching to the ankles 
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rhapsody—an effusively 
enthusiastic or ecstatic 
expression of feeling 
habiliments—clothing  
verdure—lush green 
vegetation 
ablution—act of washing 
oneself 
anglicize—make English 
in form or character 
panorama—unbroken 
view of the whole region 
surrounding an observer 
 
Chapter 15 
disgorge—yield, give up 
squalid—extremely dirty 
and unpleasant, 
especially as a result of 
poverty or neglect 
placid—not easily upset 
sacrilege—violation or 
misuse of what is 
regarded as sacred 
desecrate—treat (a 
sacred place/thing) with 
violent disrespect.  
moor—make fast a boat 
by attaching it by cable 
to the shore or anchor 
prodigal—spending 
money or resources 
freely and recklessly; 
wastefully extravagant. 
 
Chapter 16 
ply—travel over a route 
automaton—a moving 
mechanical device made 
in imitation of a human 
being 
essay—attempt or try 
intractable—stubborn  
extradition—handing 
over a person accused 
or convicted of a crime 
strait—a situation with 
trouble or difficulty 
crony—close friend 
berth—a fixed bunk on a 
ship or train 
 
Chapter 17 
divulge—make known 
(private information) 
inveterate—having a 
habit or interest that is 

long-established and 
unlikely to change 
amiable—having a 
friendly manner 
complacent—showing 
uncritical satisfaction 
with oneself 
cudgel—think hard about 
a problem 
chaff—tease  
reverie—daydream 
gourmands—a person 
who enjoys eating 
quota—a limited amount 
of people or things  
 
Chapter 18 
retard—delay, hold back 
tranquility—being calm 
unfurl—spread out from 
a rolled or folded state, 
especially in order to be 
open to the wind 
flotilla—fleet of ships 
 
Chapter 19 
macadamized—covered 
with macadam (broken 
stone of even size used 
in compacted layers for 
surfacing roads, typically 
bound with tar. 
antipodes—places 
diametrically opposite to 
one another 
parterres—a level space 
in a garden with an 
ornamental arrangement 
of flower beds 
inveigh—speak or write 
about with great hostility 
cadaverous—resembling 
a corpse in being very 
pale, thin, or bony 
vice—wicked behavior 
raillery—good-humored 
teasing 
complicity—being 
involved with others in 
wrongdoing 
essay—attempt or try 
 
Chapter 20 
serenity—state of being 
calm, peaceful, and 
untroubled 
remonstrance—a 

forcefully reproachful 
protest 
accost—approach or 
address someone boldly 
or aggressively 
consulate—the building 
in which a consul’s 
duties are carried out 
galvanized—iron or steel 
with a protective layer of 
zinc 
divan—a long low sofa 
without back or arms 
 
Chapter 21 
equinox—the time or 
date (twice each year) 
at which the sun crosses 
the celestial equator, 
when day and night are 
of equal length 
aft—toward the stern of 
a ship 
impunity—exemption 
from punishment  
boisterous— energetic, 
noisy, rowdy, cheerful  
eddies—circular 
movement of water 
counter to a main 
current, causing a small 
whirlpool 
capricious—given to 
sudden and 
unaccountable changes 
of mood or behavior 
scintillation—emitting 
flashes of light 
adroit—clever or skillful 
in using the hands or 
mind 
zephyr—a soft gentle 
breeze 
succor—help or aid 
 
Chapter 22 
narcotic—a drug 
affecting mood or 
behavior 
torpor—lethargy  
purser—officer on a ship 
who keeps the accounts 
inveigle—persuade to do 
something by deception 
peristyle—row of 
columns surrounding a 
space within a building 
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such as a court or 
edging a porch 
lac—a resinous 
substance secreted by 
the lac insect, used to 
make varnish 
motley—incongruously 
varied in appearance or 
character 
importunate—persistent 
to the point of intrusion 
 
Chapter 23 
jaded—tired, bored 
accoutered—clothed  
troupe—group of touring 
entertainers 
mountebank—one who 
deceives others to trick 
them out of their money 
equilibrist—acrobat who 
performs balancing feats 
precipitate—send 
someone suddenly into a 
particular condition 
juggernaut—a massive 
inexorable force that 
crushes whatever is in 
its path 
melancholy—pensive 
sadness 
shuttlecock—a cork to 
which feathers are 
attached to form a cone 
shape, struck with 
rackets in the games of 
badminton or battledore 
sectary—member of a 
religious or political sect 
cornice—ornamental 
molding around the wall 
just below the ceiling 
 
Chapter 24 
presentiment—an 
intuitive feeling about 
the future 
countenance—facial 
expression 
rectilinear—moving in 
straight lines 
coolies—unskilled native 
laborer in India, China, 
or other Asian countries 
eulogy—a speech or 
writing that praises 
someone highly 

locomotion—ability to 
move from one place to 
another 
pugilistic—boxer 
 
Chapter 25 
omnibus—bus (dated) 
banditti—plural of 
bandits—robbers or 
outlaws in a gang in a 
lawless or isolated area 
incendiary—person who 
stirs up conflict 
emporium—principal 
center of commerce 
diminutive—very small 
undulations—
movements of a smooth 
wavelike motion 
rout—dated: assembly 
of people who have 
made a move toward 
committing an illegal act 
that would constitute an 
offense of riot 
hubbub—chaotic din 
caused by a crowd 
 
Chapter 26 
perpendicular—at a 90 
degree angle 
dormitory—large 
bedroom for a number 
of people 
disposition—a person’s 
inherent qualities of 
mind and character 
precipice—very steep, 
tall rock face or cliff 
defile—steep-sided 
narrow gorge or passage 
ruminate—chew the cud 
impede—delay or 
prevent by obstructing  
 
Chapter 27 
cravat—a necktie 
polygamy—practice of 
having more than one 
wife at the same time 
gainsay—contradict  
visage—facial expression 
proselyte—person who 
has converted from one 
religion to another 
annals—records of 
events in chronological 

order 
artisan—worker in a 
skilled trade, especially 
makes things by hand 
ambuscade—ambush  
vicissitude—change of 
circumstances or 
fortune, typically one 
that is unwelcome 
 
Chapter 28 
culvert—a tunnel 
carrying a stream or 
open drain under a road 
or railroad 
sedentary—to spend 
much time seated; 
somewhat inactive 
adept—very skilled or 
proficient at something 
commence—begin  
declivity—downward 
slope 
insolent—rude; one who 
does not follow rules 
prodigious—remarkably 
great in extent, size, or 
degree 
sage—showing wisdom 
 
Chapter 29 
inaugurate—begin or 
introduce 
velocity—speed  
siege—military forces 
surround a place, cutting 
off supplies, to compel 
surrender of those inside 
garrison—a body of 
troops stationed in an 
area 
decamp—depart 
suddenly 
 
Chapter 30 
groin—area between the 
abdomen and thigh 
pallor—extreme 
paleness 
tranquil—free from 
disturbance; calm 
efface—erase (a mark) 
from a surface 
impassible—incapable of 
suffering or feeling pain 
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Chapter 31 
curious—strange  
brigantine—a 2-masted 
sailing ship with a 
square-rigged foremast 
and a fore-and-aft –
rigged mainmast 
conviction—a firmly held 
belief or opinion 
plaintively—sounding 
sad and mournful 
buoyancy—optimistic 
and cheerful disposition 
impetus—force with 
which a body moves 
antique—belonging to 
ancient times 
 
Chapter 32 
agitation—state of 
anxiety or nervous 
excitement 
oxidized—combine 
chemically with oxygen 
ballast—heavy material, 
such as gravel, placed 
low in a vessel to 
improve its stability 
venturesome—willing to 
take risks or embark on 
difficult or unusual 
courses of action 
repugnance—intense 
disgust 
gamut—complete range 
or scope of something 
indemnify—compensate 
(one) for harm or loss 

Chapter 33 
unpropitious—
unfavorable  
dexterous—
demonstrating neat skill 
loquacious—talkative  
vexation—something 
that causes annoyance, 
frustration, or worry 
epithet—adjective or 
descriptive phrase 
expressing a quality 
characteristic of the 
person or thing 
mentioned; sometimes 
as a term of abuse. 
apoplectic—relating to 
apoplexy (stroke) 
paroxysm—sudden 
attack or violent 
expression of a 
particular emotion  
pickaroon—a “picaroon” 
is a rogue, vagabond, 
thief, brigand, or pirate 
commiserate—feel pity  
 
Chapter 34 
portico—a structure 
consisting of a roof 
supported by columns at 
regular intervals, 
typically attached as a 
porch to a building. 
heinous—utterly odious 
or wicked 
knave—dishonest or 
unscrupulous man 

practicable—useful  
audible—able to be 
heard 
 
Chapter 35 
domicile—residence 
imperturbable—unable 
to be upset or excited 
pensive—thoughtful  
impassibility—not 
capable of feeling or 
suffering 
unwonted—unusual or 
unaccustomed  
rectitude—morally 
correct behavior or 
thinking; righteousness 
zenith—highest point 
reached by a celestial or 
other object 
 
Chapter 36 
transpire—occur  
paralytic—relating to 
paralysis 
 
Chapter 37 
fastidious—very 
attentive to accuracy 
and detail 
circumference—
enclosing boundary of a 
curved geometric figure, 
especially a circle 
pecuniary—of money 
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Glossary in Alphabetical Order 
(Note to the instructor: A third option if you don’t want to spend time on written 

vocabulary work is to refer the student to this glossary for any words he doesn’t know or 
at the beginning of each chapter to read the definitions beforehand.) 

 
abduction—action of forcibly taking 
someone away against his will 
aberration—unwelcome departure from 
the normal or expected 
ablution—act of washing oneself 
accost—approach or address someone 
boldly or aggressively 
accoutered—clothed  
adept—very skilled or proficient at 
something 
adroit—clever or skillful in using the 
hands or mind 
aft—toward the stern of a ship 
agile—able to move quickly or easily 
agitation—state of anxiety or nervous 
excitement 
alacrity—brisk and cheerful readiness 
ambuscade—ambush  
amiable—having a friendly manner 
anglicize—make English in form or 
character 
annals—records of events in 
chronological order 
anon—soon, shortly 
anonymous—of unknown name 
antipodes—places diametrically opposite 
to one another 
antique—belonging to ancient times 
aperture—hole, opening 
apoplectic—relating to apoplexy (stroke) 
apprise—inform or tell 
aptness—being appropriate or suitable 
artisan—worker in a skilled trade, 
especially makes things by hand 
ascertain—make sure of 
assiduous—showing great care, 
perseverance 
audacity—willingness to take bold risks 
audible—able to be heard 
automaton—a moving mechanical device 
made in imitation of a human being 
avarice—insatiable desire for wealth 
avaricious—having great greed for 
wealth 

ballast—heavy material, such as gravel, 
placed low in a vessel to improve its 
stability 
banditti—plural of bandits—robbers or 
outlaws in a gang in a lawless or isolated 
area 
bazaar—market in a Middle Eastern 
country 
berth—a fixed bunk on a ship or train 
bespoken—reserve or order in advance 
boisterous— energetic, noisy, rowdy, 
cheerful  
booby—a stupid or childish person 
brigantine—a 2-masted sailing ship with 
a square-rigged foremast and a fore-
and-aft –rigged mainmast 
buoyancy—optimistic and cheerful 
disposition 
cadaverous—resembling a corpse in 
being very pale, thin, or bony 
caparisoned—(of a horse) be decked out 
in rich decorative coverings 
capital—excellent (dated) 
caprice—a sudden and unaccountable 
change of mood or behavior 
capricious—given to sudden and 
unaccountable changes of mood or 
behavior 
chaff—tease  
chagrin—strong feelings of 
embarrassment 
chary—cautiously or suspiciously 
reluctant to do something 
chronometer—an instrument for 
measuring time 
circumference—enclosing boundary of a 
curved geometric figure, especially a 
circle 
cogitate—think deeply 
colloquy—a conversation 
commence—begin  
commiserate—feel pity  
complacent—showing uncritical 
satisfaction with oneself 
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complicity—being involved with others in 
wrongdoing 
comprised—be made up of; constituted 
of 
congenial—pleasant or agreeable 
conjectures—an opinion based on 
incomplete information 
conscientious—wishing to do what’s 
right, to do one’s duty well 
consulate—the building in which a 
consul’s duties are carried out 
conviction—a firmly held belief or 
opinion 
coolies—unskilled native laborer in India, 
China, or other Asian countries 
copse—small group of trees 
cornice—ornamental molding around the 
wall just below the ceiling 
countenance—facial expression 
cravat—a necktie 
crestfallen—sad, disappointed 
crony—close friend 
cudgel—think hard about a problem 
culvert—a tunnel carrying a stream or 
open drain under a road or railroad 
cumbrous—unwieldy; cumbersome; 
large or heavy and therefore difficult to 
carry or use 
curious—strange  
damascened—inlaid with gold or silver 
decoration 
decamp—depart suddenly 
declivity—downward slope 
defile—steep-sided narrow gorge or 
passage 
derange—cause to act irregularly; 
interrupt (archaic) 
desecrate—treat (a sacred place/thing) 
with violent disrespect.  
despotic—tyrannical 
deuce—used as a euphemism for “devil” 
in expressions of annoyance or to 
emphasize how bad or serious 
something is 
dexterous—demonstrating neat skill 
diminutive—very small 
discordant—harsh, jarring sounds 
lacking in harmony 
disgorge—yield, give up 
 

disposition—a person’s inherent qualities 
of mind and character 
divan—a long low sofa without back or 
arms 
divulge—make known (private 
information) 
domestic—a person paid to help with 
menial tasks 
domicile—residence 
dormitory—large bedroom for a number 
of people 
eccentric—slightly strange, 
unconventional 
eddies—circular movement of water 
counter to a main current, causing a 
small whirlpool 
edifice—a building, especially a large one 
efface—erase (a mark) from a surface 
elude—evade a pursuer 
emporium—principal center of commerce 
enigmatical—difficult to interpret or 
understand 
ensconce—establish, settle in a 
comfortable, safe, or secret place 
entomologists—people who study insects 
epithet—adjective or descriptive phrase 
expressing a quality characteristic of the 
person or thing mentioned; sometimes 
as a term of abuse. 
equanimity—mental calmness, 
composure 
equilibrist—acrobat who performs 
balancing feats 
equinox—the time or date (twice each 
year) at which the sun crosses the 
celestial equator, when day and night 
are of equal length 
essay—attempt or try 
eulogy—a speech or writing that praises 
someone highly 
exchequer—the British government bank 
account (for taxes, etc.) 
extradition—handing over a person 
accused or convicted of a crime 
fain—compelled by the circumstances; 
obliged 
fakir—Muslim (or Hindu) religious ascetic 
who lives solely on alms 
fastidious—very attentive to accuracy 
and detail 
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fellah—Egyptian peasant 
flotilla—fleet of ships 
flunkey—a liveried manservant or 
footman 
fob—a chain attached to a watch for 
carrying in a waistcoat pocket 
functionary—an official 
gainsay—contradict  
galvanized—iron or steel with a 
protective layer of zinc 
gamut—complete range or scope of 
something 
garrison—a body of troops stationed in 
an area 
gilded—covered thinly with gold 
gourmands—a person who enjoys eating 
grenadier—a soldier armed with 
grenades 
groin—area between the abdomen and 
thigh 
habiliments—clothing  
heinous—utterly odious or wicked 
howdahs—a seat for riding on the back 
of an elephant or camel 
hubbub—chaotic din caused by a crowd 
hull—main body of a ship: bottom, sides, 
deck but not the masts 
hypogea—underground chambers 
impassibility—not capable of feeling or 
suffering 
impassible—incapable of suffering or 
feeling pain 
impede—delay or prevent by obstructing  
imperturbable—unable to be upset or 
excited 
impetus—force with which a body moves 
importunate—persistent to the point of 
intrusion 
impunity—exemption from punishment  
inaugurate—begin or introduce 
incendiary—person who stirs up conflict 
incessantly—constantly  
incredulous—unwilling or unable to 
believe a thing 
indefatigable—persisting tirelessly 
indemnify—compensate (one) for harm 
or loss 
indigo—a tropical plant cultivated for 
blue dye 
ingot—a block of metal, oblong in shape 

insolent—rude; one who does not follow 
rules 
intractable—stubborn  
inveigh—speak or write about with great 
hostility 
inveigle—persuade to do something by 
deception 
inveterate—having a habit or interest 
that is long-established and unlikely to 
change 
itinerary—planned journey, or its travel 
document recording it 
jaded—tired, bored 
juggernaut—a massive inexorable force 
that crushes whatever is in its path 
knave—dishonest or unscrupulous man 
lac—a resinous substance secreted by 
the lac insect, used to make varnish 
liability—a thing whose behavior is likely 
to put one at a disadvantage 
limpid—unclouded, clear 
locomotion—ability to move from one 
place to another 
loquacious—talkative  
lugubrious—looking or sounding sad or 
dismal 
macadamized—covered with macadam 
(broken stone of even size used in 
compacted layers for surfacing roads, 
typically bound with tar. 
mackintosh—full-length waterproof coat 
maledictions—magical word uttered with 
intention of bringing about evil; a curse  
manifesting—display  
means—method  
melancholy—pensive sadness 
minaret—a tall slender tower, part of a 
mosque 
miter—tall headdress 
moor—make fast a boat by attaching it 
by cable to the shore or anchor 
motley—incongruously varied in 
appearance or character 
mountebank—one who deceives others 
to trick them out of their money 
narcotic—a drug affecting mood or 
behavior 
obscure—not discovered or known about 
ochre—earthy pigment 
ogre—a man-eating giant 
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omnibus—bus (dated) 
opium—a reddish-brown heavy-scented 
addictive drug prepared from the juice of 
the opium poppy 
oxidized—combine chemically with 
oxygen 
pagoda—sacred building, many-tiered 
tower in India or East Asia 
palanquin—a covered litter for one 
passenger, made of a large box carried 
on two poles 
palatable—pleasant to taste 
pallor—extreme paleness 
panorama—unbroken view of the whole 
region surrounding an observer 
paralytic—relating to paralysis 
paroxysm—sudden attack or violent 
expression of a particular emotion  
parterres—a level space in a garden with 
an ornamental arrangement of flower 
beds 
pecuniary—of money 
pelisse—woman’s cloak with armholes / 
sleeves, reaching to the ankles 
pensive—thoughtful  
perambulate—walk or travel around, for 
pleasure or leisure 
peristyle—row of columns surrounding a 
space within a building such as a court 
or edging a porch 
pernicious—having a harmful effect, 
especially in a gradual, subtle way 
perpendicular—at a 90 degree angle 
pert—impudent, lively 
phlegm—calmness of temperament 
phlegmatic—showing little emotion 
physiognomist—a person supposedly 
able to judge character or predict the 
future from facial characteristics 
pickaroon—a “picaroon” is a rogue, 
vagabond, thief, brigand, or pirate 
pillage—steal something using violence, 
as in war 
placid—not easily upset 
plaintively—sounding sad and mournful 
ply—travel over a route 
polygamy—practice of having more than 
one wife at the same time 
porphyry—a hard igneous rock 
containing crystals… 

portico—a structure consisting of a roof 
supported by columns at regular 
intervals, typically attached as a porch 
to a building. 
portly—having a stout body, somewhat 
fat 
practicable—useful  
preamble—introduction  
precipice—very steep, tall rock face or 
cliff 
precipitate—send someone suddenly into 
a particular condition 
premium—amount by which the price of 
a share exceeds its value 
presentiment—an intuitive feeling about 
the future 
pretext—a reason, given to justify an 
action, that is not the real reason  
prodigal—spending money or resources 
freely and recklessly; wastefully 
extravagant. 
prodigious—remarkably great in extent, 
size, or degree 
prodigy—amazing thing 
promenade—walking leisurely 
propitiate—win the favor of (a god or 
person) by doing something that pleases 
them 
propitious—indicating a good chance of 
success 
proselyte—person who has converted 
from one religion to another 
prostration—extreme physical weakness 
or emotional exhaustion 
prudence—cautiousness  
pugilistic—boxer 
purser—officer on a ship who keeps the 
accounts 
quay—a platform by or on the water for 
loading or unloading ships 
quota—a limited amount of people or 
things  
raillery—good-humored teasing 
rajah—an Indian noble 
ravished—enraptured  
reconnaissance—a search with the 
intention of acquiring information 
rectilinear—moving in straight lines 
rectitude—morally correct behavior or 
thinking; righteousness 
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remonstrance—a forcefully reproachful 
protest 
repair—go to a place 
repose—a state of rest, sleep, or 
tranquility 
repugnance—intense disgust 
resuscitate—revive from apparent death 
retard—delay, hold back 
reverie—daydream  
rhapsody—an effusively enthusiastic or 
ecstatic expression of feeling 
rogue—dishonest man 
rout—dated: assembly of people who 
have made a move toward committing 
an illegal act that would constitute an 
offense of riot 
rubicund—having a high-colored 
complexion 
ruminate—chew the cud 
sacrilege—violation or misuse of what is 
regarded as sacred 
sage—showing wisdom 
scintillation—emitting flashes of light 
scrupulous—diligent, thorough, 
extremely attentive to details 
scrutinized—examine or inspect closely 
sectary—member of a religious or 
political sect 
sedentary—to spend much time seated; 
somewhat inactive 
serenity—state of being calm, peaceful, 
and untroubled 
shrewd—having sharp powers of 
judgment  
shuttlecock—a cork to which feathers are 
attached to form a cone shape, struck 
with rackets in the games of badminton 
or battledore 
siege—military forces surround a place, 
cutting off supplies, to compel surrender 
of those inside 
sot—habitual drunkard 
specter—ghost  
squalid—extremely dirty and unpleasant, 
especially as a result of poverty or 
neglect 
stipulate—specify as part of an 
agreement 
stoical—enduring pain and hardship 
without showing feelings 

strait—a situation with trouble or 
difficulty 
stupefaction—shock 
succor—help or aid 
sumptuous—splendid, expensive-looking 
superfluous—unnecessary, more than 
enough 
taciturn—reserved and uncommunicative 
toilet—process of washing, dressing, and 
attending to appearance 
torpor—lethargy  
tranquil—free from disturbance; calm 
tranquility—being calm 
transpire—occur  
troupe—group of touring entertainers 
undulations—movements of a smooth 
wavelike motion 
unfurl—spread out from a rolled or 
folded state, especially in order to be 
open to the wind 
unpropitious—unfavorable  
unwonted—unusual or unaccustomed  
vagrant—person without settled home or 
regular work who wanders 
valet—a man’s personal male attendant, 
responsible for his clothes and 
appearance 
velocity—speed  
venturesome—willing to take risks or 
embark on difficult or unusual courses of 
action 
verdant—green with grass or vegetation 
verdure—lush green vegetation 
vexation—something that causes 
annoyance, frustration, or worry 
viaducts—long bridgelike structure, a 
series of arches, carrying a road or 
railroad across low ground 
viands—an item of food 
vice—wicked behavior 
vicissitude—change of circumstances or 
fortune, typically one that is unwelcome 
visage—facial expression 
vitals—the body’s important internal 
organs, the gut 
voluble—speaking incessantly and 
fluently 
wharf—a level quayside area to which a 
ship may be moored to load 
while—pass time in a leisurely manner 



 72 

whimsical—behaving in a capricious 
manner 
windfall—unexpected good fortune, 
typically receiving lots of money 
wont—accustomed  

zebus—ox of a humped breed tolerant of 
heat  
zenith—highest point reached by a 
celestial or other object 
zephyr—a soft gentle breeze 
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Chapter 5 Historical Allusion: The Alabama Claims, 1862–1872  

Introduction  

The Alabama claims were a diplomatic dispute between the United States and Great 
Britain that arose out of the U.S. Civil War. The peaceful resolution of these claims seven 
years after the war ended set an important precedent for solving serious international 
disputes through arbitration, and laid the foundation for greatly improved relations 
between Britain and the United States. 

British-Built, Confederate-Operated  

The controversy began when Confederate agents contracted for warships from British 
boatyards. Disguised as merchant vessels during their construction in order to 
circumvent British neutrality laws, the craft were actually intended as commerce raiders. 
The most successful of these cruisers was the Alabama, which was launched on July 29, 
1862. It captured 58 Northern merchant ships before it was sunk in June 1864 by a U.S. 
warship off the coast of France. In addition to the Alabama, other British-built ships in 
the Confederate Navy included the Florida, Georgia, Rappahannock, and Shenandoah. 
Together, they sank more than 150 Northern ships and impelled much of the U.S. 
merchant marine to adopt foreign registry. The damage to Northern shipping would have 
been even worse had not fervent protests from the U.S. Government persuaded British 
and French officials to seize additional ships intended for the Confederacy. Most 
famously, on September 3, 1863, the British Government impounded two ironclad, 
steam-driven “Laird rams” that Confederate agent James D. Bulloch had surreptitiously 
arranged to be built at a shipyard in Liverpool. 

The United States demanded compensation from Britain for the damage wrought by the 
British-built, Southern-operated commerce raiders, based upon the argument that the 
British Government, by aiding the creation of a Confederate Navy, had inadequately 
followed its neutrality laws. The damages discussed were enormous. Charles Sumner, 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, argued that British aid to the 
Confederacy had prolonged the Civil War by 2 years, and indirectly cost the United 
States hundreds of millions, or even billions of dollars (the figure Sumner suggested was 
$2.125 billion). Some Americans adopted this argument and suggested that Britain 
should offer Canada to the United States in compensation. Such proposals were not 
taken seriously by British statesmen, but they convey the passion with which some 
Americans viewed the issue. 

Treaty of Washington  

After years of unsuccessful U.S. diplomatic initiatives, a Joint High Commission meeting 
in Washington, D.C. during the early part of 1871 arrived at the basis for a settlement. 
The British Government expressed regret for its contribution to the success of 
Confederate commerce raiders. This agreement, dated May 8, 1871, and known as the 
Treaty of Washington, also established an arbitration commission to evaluate the merit 
of U.S. financial claims on Britain. In addition, the treaty addressed Anglo-American 
disputes over boundaries and fishing rights. The arbitration commission, which issued its 
decision in September 1872, rejected American claims for indirect damages, but did 
order Britain to pay the United States $15.5 million as compensation for the Alabama 
claims.  

from this website: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1861-1865/alabama 
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Chapter 9: Research steamers. 
 
 
FACT SHEET: Steam Power 
Steam power revolutionised travel and commerce in the 19th century. Steam was faster 
than sail and more powerful. It made bigger ships possible. At first, steam was 
expensive. In the 1840s steamships were only used for high-paying passengers and the 
imperial mail. 
 
This changed in the 1860s. The invention of iron hulls and screw propellers made 
steamships lighter and more stable. New engines slashed coal consumption. Steam 
became cheap enough to use for shipping freight. 
 
Britain led the world in steamship technology, and the country had huge coal deposits for 
fuel. The rich coal seams in South Wales gave Britain a head start over its European 
neighbours in fuelling steamers. Welsh steam coal was the fuel of choice for steam 
boilers everywhere. The first ocean steamers still had rigging for sails. When the wind 
blew they moved under sail. When it died down they fired up the steam engines. 
 
Between 1890 and 1914 Britain built two-thirds of the world’s ships. P&O’s mail and 
passenger liners to the East were famously fast and comfortable. Out of sight, an army 
of African and Asian seamen stoked the boilers in the fiery bowels of the ship. 
 
Courtesy of British Empire and Commonwealth Museum 
 
 
 
FACT SHEET: Commercial Shipping 
Britain’s vast commercial fleet imported raw materials from the colonies and carried 
manufactured goods back to them. Australians bought woolen blankets made in 
Yorkshire with Australian wool. Indians bought cotton saris woven in Lancashire with 
Indian cotton. The colonies earned some money from their exports, but British factory 
owners got the main share of the profit. 
 
Early engines burned a lot of fuel. On a long voyage coaling ships had to be sent out to 
re-fuel a steamship along the way. In the 1860s the compound engine cut the cost of 
steam power. It recycled the steam from a ship’s boilers and so reduced the amount of 
coal a ship needed for a long voyage. When the Suez Canal opened in 1869 it cut the 
voyage time from London to Calcutta by a third. 
 
Among the many goods imported to Britain from its colonies during the Victorian period 
were palm oil from West Africa (for making candles and soap), rubber from Malaysia (for 
making tyres) and jute from India (for making sacks). 
 
Courtesy of British Empire and Commonwealth Museum 
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Around the World in 80 Days Imperial Britain in India and Hong Kong21 

Throughout a large portion of modern history, the British Empire colonized and ruled 
over much of the world. Around the World in Eighty Days was written and published 
during this period of imperialism, and on his journey across the world, Phileas Fogg 
spends time in both India and Hong Kong, two territories owned and administrated by 
Britain at the time. Understanding the British occupation of these places can aid in 
further understanding the historical context of this novel. 

India 

The British came to rule India through the influence of the British East India Company 
over the region. The British East India Company was given a charter to pursue trade in 
the East Indies in 1600AD. The British began to build trading factories and settlements 
with the permission of local kings, and persuaded the current emperor of India's reigning 
Mogul Empire, Aurangzeb, to allow them to trade without paying taxes. 

When Aurangzeb died, however, the Company began to conflict with various Indian 
Nawabs, or governors of certain regions. In the mid 1700s, Sirajuddaulah, the Nawab of 
Bengal, knew that the British were planning to colonize India and tried to shut down their 
trading factories and warehouses. The British retaliated, resulting in the famous Battle of 
Plassey in 1757, which they won because of a bribe. 

From this point on, the British installed and periodically dethroned puppet kings 
throughout India so that they could gain power. They subdued revolts with imperial 
troops, and by 1858, the British monarchy took over supervising the region. In 1876 
Queen Victoria was crowned empress of India, and India officially became the largest 
colony of the British Empire. 

The British ruled two-thirds of the Indian subcontinent until 1947. By the early 20th 
century, nationalism began to rise in India, aided by leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi. 
Indians sought self-rule and independence from Britain, and this was pursued both 
through civil disobedience and through revolutionary violence. In 1947, India was 
officially granted independence, and the British colony was partitioned into two separate 
nations, India and Pakistan, because of rising tensions between Hindus and Muslims in 
the region. 

Hong Kong 

In the 19th century, the British Empire traded heavily with imperial China for their tea. 
They imported so much tea that trade was significantly imbalanced, so a substance 
called Opium became an additional British export to China. But China's Qing state 
opposed this opium trade, which resulted in the First Opium War. The British emerged 
victorious, and thus the territory of Hong Kong was ceded to the British as a colony in 
1842. 

Christian missionaries established schools and churches in Hong Kong, and as 
universities began to develop, individuals that would soon be important figures in 
Chinese history were educated in Hong Kong. This included Sun Yat-sen, who would lead 
the revolution that transformed China from an empire into a republic in 1911. 

                                                
21 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Imperial Britain in India and Hong 
Kong". GradeSaver, 24 October 2015 Web. 31 May 2020. 
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British rule was interrupted by Japanese occupation in Hong Kong from 1941-1945. After 
Japan surrendered in World War II, however, Britain reclaimed the territory. Despite the 
decolonization movement that emerged after World War II, the British chose to keep 
Hong Kong for various strategic reasons. It became a major economic center, but also 
began working more closely with Mainland China. In 1984 Britain and China signed an 
agreement that Hong Kong would be ceded to China in 1997. 

 
Chapter 10: The railroad in India 
 
FACT SHEET: Railways 
Between 1853 and 1913 almost 60,000 kilometres of track were laid in India. Colonial 
railway construction was magnificent. The bridges and tunnels were engineering 
wonders; tracks and trains were built to last. 
 
The British built railways in most of their Asian and African colonies. Politics 
and economics determined where the lines went: 

• Railways made tea growing in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) profitable. Planters sent their 
tea down from the highlands to Colombo to export overseas. 

• The famous railway line from Mombasa to Lake Victoria (1901) was built by the 
British to lay claim to the territory and to keep the French out of Uganda. 

 
But this quality came at a cost. Local taxpayers had to compensate the railway 
companies when a line did not make a profit. Indians alone paid £50 billion to British 
investors before 1900. Also most of the rolling stock and skilled workers were brought in 
from Britain. Local workers usually got the dirtiest, lowest paid jobs. 
 
Railways transformed colonial life. People flocked to use the cheap and speedy transport. 
Colonial governments moved soldiers by rail to put down uprisings, but they also sent 
food relief by rail to famine areas. The railways spread rumour and news quickly. 
 
Courtesy of British Empire and Commonwealth Museum
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FACT SHEET: The Opium Wars 
 
The opium poppy, Papaver somniferum, has long grown in India. In 1773 the East India 
Company declared a monopoly on trade in opium. The British were addicted to tea, and 
opium was the only thing that the East India Company could find to trade with the 
Chinese in return for it. The Chinese government had banned opium smoking in 1729, 
but many Chinese merchants still dealt in the drug. The Company grew the opium in 
India and sold it to other private traders to ship to China. Profits from sales to China 
helped pay for Britain’s government in India until 1917. 
 
At the time, Britons did not see opium as dangerous. Many used it as a painkiller and to 
soothe babies. Some smoked it for pleasure. The rich who could afford the drug often led 
outwardly normal lives. British merchants smuggled huge amounts of opium into China 
in the 19th century. When the Chinese government protested, Britain went to war. 
 
War broke out in 1839 after a Chinese official destroyed 20,000 chests of British opium 
at Canton. Britain won, thanks to a spectacular new weapon – the armed steamer. 
Steamers carried troops up narrow rivers where traditional warships could not sail, and 
pounded coastal defences with their guns. The Treaty of Nanking (1842) forced the 
Chinese to open up five ports to western merchants and give Hong Kong to the British. 
The rocky island grew into a thriving port city – a thorn in China’s side until Britain 
returned it in 1997. 
 
Opium devastated Chinese society. By 1900 there were over 13 million addicts. Because 
of poverty many workers abandoned their families and jobs, and often turned to crime to 
pay for the drug. But westerners still felt that the Chinese government were restricting 
their right to trade freely. In 1856-60 Britain (with France) fought a second savage war. 
It forced China to legalise the opium trade and admit merchants and missionaries 
everywhere. Western influence in China, especially Shanghai, grew enormously and 
marked the beginning of the end of the Qing empire. 
 
Courtesy of British Empire and Commonwealth Museum 
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Around the World in 80 Days Character List22 

Phileas Fogg 

Phileas Fogg is the primary protagonist in Around the World in 80 Days. The story details 
his attempt to go around the world in 80 days. He is a mysteriously wealthy Englishmen 
with a knack for gambling, and is generally seen as a confident, inspiring sort of man. 
His willingness to attempt the feat of going around the world in 80 days shows that he is 
a risk-taking sort of man with boundless confidence.  

Passepartout 

The honest and ever-comical French valet of Mr. Fogg; he is loyal yet inadvertently 
burdensome traveling companion. He is a brave, warm, man, yet seems to often throw a 
wrench in Fogg's attempt to travel round the world in 80 days. He is a very endearing 
though utterly comedic.  

Detective Fix 

As Fogg leaves on his journey, a major English bank is robbed. Detective Fix is led to 
believe that the culprit is none other than Phileas Fogg, who never intended to go round 
the world in 80 days but simply wanted to escape the police. He wants to catch Fogg so 
he can receive some of the stolen money as a reward.  

Aouda 

An orphaned Indian princess, forced to marry a Rajah at a young age. When the Rajah 
dies, eccentric Hindus attempt to bully her into sacrificing her life. Before they make her 
go through with it, however, Fogg and his crew rescue her. When she is unable to find 
her relative from Hong Kong, she returns with Fogg's crew to England.  

The Reform Club Members 

The members of the Reform Club to which Fogg belongs are all wealthy London men, and 
they believe Fogg is mad to try and go around the world in 80 days. They are, however, 
excited by the prospect of acquiring Fogg's fortune. 

Sir Francis Cromarty 

An Englishman who lives in India. Fogg and his party encounter him on the train from 
Bombay to Calcutta, and he travels with them by elephant between the two train 
stations. He knows quite a lot about the region and its customs, and aids in rescuing 
Aouda.  

The Parsee Guide 

Fogg hires a Parsee guide to lead their elephant between the two train stations in central 
India. In return for his guidance, Fogg gifts him the elephant at the end of the journey. 

 

                                                
22 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Characters". GradeSaver, 24 October 
2015 Web. 12 August 2020. 
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John Bunsby 

An English sailor living in Hong Kong. Fogg and his party to carry them to Shanghai as 
fast as possible so they can catch the steamer to Yokohama hire him.  

Long Noses 

The troupe of acrobatic dancers which Passepartout joins for a few moments in 
Yokohama, hoping to make some money for food. 

Colonel Stamp Proctor 

An American man with whom Fogg nearly gets into a fight in San Francisco, and whom 
he challenges to a duel later on the train to New York. Proctor is tough and rugged, 
fitting the group's stereotype of an American man perfectly.  

Mr. Camerfield  

One of the candidates for a political position present at a rally in San Francisco that turns 
into a brawl. 

Mr. Mandiboy 

One of the candidates for a political position present at a rally in San Francisco that turns 
into a brawl. 

Elder William Hitch 

A Mormon who boards the train across the United States in Utah. He preaches about 
Mormonism in one of the train cars, and Passepartout attends until he decides he has 
heard enough. 

Mudge 

The sledge driver who takes the group from the army fort to Omaha in order to catch up 
with the train. 

Captain Speedy 

The Captain of the trading ship; Fogg ties him up in order to steer the ship towards 
Liverpool. He is somewhat rude in refusing to help them at first, but he is eventually 
enticed by the money Fogg promises him in exchange for his ship.  
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Background Encyclopedia Information on Jules Verne 
 
Jules Verne, (born February 8, 1828, Nantes, France—died March 24, 1905, Amiens), 
prolific French author whose writings laid much of the foundation of modern science 
fiction. 

Verne’s father, intending that Jules follow in his footsteps as an attorney, sent him to 
Paris to study law. But the young Verne fell in love with literature, especially theatre. He 
wrote several plays, worked as secretary of the Théâtre Lyrique (1852–54), and 
published short stories and scientific essays in the periodical Musée des familles. In 1857 
Verne married and for several years worked as a broker at the Paris Stock Market. 
During this period he continued to write, to do research at the Bibliothèque Nationale 
(National Library), and to dream of a new kind of novel—one that would combine 
scientific fact with adventure fiction. In September 1862 Verne met Pierre-Jules Hetzel, 
who agreed to publish the first of Verne’s Voyages extraordinaires (“Extraordinary 
Journeys”)—Cinq semaines en ballon (1863; Five Weeks in a Balloon). Initially serialized 
in Hetzel’s Le Magasin d’éducation et de récréation, the novel became an international 
best seller, and Hetzel offered Verne a long-term contract to produce many more works 
of “scientific fiction.” Verne subsequently quit his job at the stock market to become a 
full-time writer and began what would prove to be a highly successful author-publisher 
collaboration that lasted for more than 40 years and resulted in more than 60 works in 
the popular series Voyages extraordinaires. 

Verne’s works can be divided into three distinct phases. The first, from 1862 to 1886, 
might be termed his positivist period. After his dystopian second novel Paris au XXe 
siècle (1994; Paris in the 20th Century) was rejected by Hetzel in 1863, Verne learned 
his lesson, and for more than two decades he churned out many successful science-
adventure novels, including Voyage au centre de la terre (1863, expanded 1867; Journey 
to the Centre of the Earth), De la terre à la lune (1865; From the Earth to the Moon), 
Autour de la lune (1870; Around the Moon), Vingt mille lieues sous les mers (1870; 
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea), and Le Tour du monde en quatre-vingts jours 
(1873; Around the World in Eighty Days). During these years Verne settled with his 
family in Amiens and made a brief trip to the United States to visit New York City and 
Niagara Falls. During this period he also purchased several yachts and sailed to many 
European countries, collaborated on theatre adaptations of several of his novels, and 
gained both worldwide fame and a modest fortune. 

The second phase, from 1886 until his death in 1905, might be considered Verne’s 
pessimist period. Throughout these years the ideological tone of his Voyages 
extraordinaires began to change. Increasingly, Verne turned away from pro-science tales 
of exploration and discovery in favour of exploring the dangers of technology wrought by 
hubris-filled scientists in novels such as Sans dessus dessous (1889; Topsy-Turvy or The 
Purchase of the North Pole), L’Île à hélice (1895; The Floating Island or The Self-
Propelled Island or Propeller Island), Face au drapeau (1896; Facing the Flag or For the 
Flag), and Maître du monde (1904; Master of the World). This change of focus also 
paralleled certain adversities in the author’s personal life: growing problems with his 
rebellious son, Michel; financial difficulties that forced him to sell his yacht; the 
successive deaths of his mother and his mentor Hetzel; and an attack by a mentally 
disturbed nephew who shot him in the lower leg, rendering him partially crippled. When 
Verne died, he left a drawerful of nearly completed manuscripts in his desk. 
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The third and final phase of the Jules Verne story, from 1905 to 1919, might be 
considered the Verne fils period, when his posthumous works were published—after 
being substantially revamped—by his son, Michel. They included Le Volcan d’or (1906; 
The Golden Volcano), L’Agence Thompson and Co. (1907; The Thompson Travel 
Agency), La Chasse au météore (1908; The Chase of the Golden Meteor), Le Pilote du 
Danube (1908; The Danube Pilot), Les Naufragés du Jonathan (1909; The Survivors of 
the Jonathan), Le Secret de Wilhelm Storitz (1910; The Secret of Wilhelm Storitz), Hier 
et demain (1910; Yesterday and Tomorrow, a collection of short stories), and 
L’Étonnante aventure de la mission Barsac (1919; The Barsac Mission). Comparing Jules 
Verne’s original manuscripts with the versions published after his death, modern 
researchers discovered that Michel did much more than merely edit them. In most cases 
he entirely rewrote them—among other changes, he recast plots, added fictional 
characters, and made their style more melodramatic. Scholarly reaction to these 
discoveries has been mixed. Some critics condemn these posthumous works as 
contaminated; others view them as a legitimate part of the Verne père et fils 
collaboration. The debate continues. 

With Michel’s death in 1925, the final chapter of Jules Verne’s literary legacy was more or 
less complete. The following year American publisher Hugo Gernsback used a 
representation of Verne’s tomb as a logo for his Amazing Stories, the first literary 
magazine featuring tales of “scientifiction.” As the term scientifiction evolved into science 
fiction, the new genre began to flourish as never before, and Verne became universally 
recognized as its patron saint. 

During the 20th century Verne’s works were translated into more than 140 languages, 
making him one of the world’s most translated authors. A number of successful motion 
pictures were made from Verne novels, starting in 1916 with 20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea (remade in 1954 by Walt Disney) and including The Mysterious Island (1929 and 
1961), From the Earth to the Moon (1958), Journey to the Center of the Earth (1959), 
and, perhaps the most popular, Around the World in 80 Days (1956). 

Verne’s influence extends beyond literature and film into the world of science and 
technology, where he inspired generations of scientists, inventors, and explorers. In 
1954 the United States Navy launched the world’s first nuclear-powered submarine, 
named for Verne’s Nautilus. And for more than 130 years, adventurers such as Nellie Bly 
(1890), Wiley Post (1933), and Steve Fossett (2005) have followed in the footsteps of 
Verne’s fictional hero Phileas Fogg by attempting to circumnavigate the globe in record-
breaking times. Verne and his enduringly popular Voyages extraordinaires continue to 
remind us that “What one man can imagine, another will someday be able to achieve.” 

• Contributor: Arthur B. Evans 
• Article Title: Jules Verne 
• Website Name: Encyclopædia Britannica  
• Publisher: Encyclopædia Britannica, inc.  
• Date Published: April 23, 2020 
• URL: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jules-Verne  
• Access Date: July 27, 2020 
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Around the World in 80 Days Themes23 

Time:  The most important theme in this novel is time. Fogg's wager is a race against 
time, and his adventures illustrate repeatedly that time is fickle, and either works for or 
against them. In many cases, time foils their plans, when the delays build up and ships 
and trains leave without them. In the end, though, time turns out to be what wins Fogg 
his bet, since they gained a day when crossing the International Date Line. The ultimate 
message is that no one can control time; time will work the way it wants to work, and 
humans are at its mercy. 
Imperialism: Written in the 19th century at the height of British colonization, this novel 
rings with themes of imperialism and Western influence on the world. Fix is able to chase 
Fogg for so long precisely because so many of the territories he ventures into are British-
owned. Places like India and Hong Kong hugely display the effects of colonization; mixed 
in with native cultures and customs are traces of English influence. Today, one country 
having this sort of control over the world seems impossible—then, though, it was taken 
as normal. 
Relationships: Before his journey around the world, Fogg lived a solitary life. He closed 
himself off to others and cared little about the way he was perceived by other people. By 
the end of the trip, though, he recognizes the importance of human connections, both in 
the form of love, with Aouda, and friendship and loyalty, with Passepartout. Above all, 
this new understanding and appreciation is the greatest thing he has gained from this 
trip. 
Perseverance: When Fogg resigns himself to his goal of making it around the world in 
80 days, he continues on despite numerous obstacles that stand in his way. He is 
constantly calm, cool, and collected as he strives to accomplish what he set out to do. 
But Fogg is not the only character that displays strong perseverance. Despite his 
misguided goals, Detective Fix also perseveres in his attempt to do what he believes is 
right: arrest Fogg as an alleged bank robber. Despite their contrasting goals, both 
protagonist and antagonist display admirable dedication.  
Honor: Though he has the opportunity to double his fortune, Fogg's motivation to 
embark on such a crazy adventure has little to do with the money. Instead, he wants to 
preserve his honor and prove his worth to the men of the Reform Club, to show that he 
can do what he sets out to do. Fogg spends nearly all of his money along the way, 
showing that riches are not what he is truly out for. For Phileas Fogg, honor is more 
important than money. 
Problem-Solving: Throughout the entire trip, Fogg and his group encounter various 
obstacles standing in their way. These challenges allow them to use their quick thinking 
to come up with innovative solutions to even the most complicated of problems, relaying 
the message that no problem is unsolvable. It is not only Fogg who shows his clever wit 
in coming up with solutions; Passepartout, too, shows his ingenuity in multiple 
situations, like when saving Aouda and stopping the train during the Sioux attack.  

                                                
23 Gundersen, Kathryn. Suduiko, Aaron ed. "Around the World in 80 Days Themes". GradeSaver, 24 October 
2015 Web. 12 August 2020. 
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https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Around_the_World_in_Eighty_Days (Go here to read the 
article with links and pictures—IMO, much better than reading this pasted text. Online, 
the student can research by following some of the links.) 

Around the World in Eighty Days (French: Le tour du monde en quatre-vingt jours) is 
a novel by Jules Verne, described contemporaneously as taking place in December 1872, 
as the historical British Empire on which "the sun never sets" was nearing its peak. The 
story describes Phileas Fogg of London and his French valet Jean Passepartout 
circumnavigating the world in 80 days in an effort to win a £20,000 wager—a small 
fortune in that era. The itinerary can, with some difficulty and deviations, be re-created 
today.  

Understand 

Le tour du monde. 

“  Monsieur is going to leave home? 
Yes, returned Phileas Fogg. We are going round the world.  ”  

Unlike much of Verne's work, Around the World in Eighty Days is not a work of science 
fiction. Widespread deployment of steam power on land and sea was slashing travel 
times on an unprecedented scale in the mid to late 1800s; a intercity journey by 
stagecoach that used to take a week was often completed same-day by rail. Advances 
such as the ceremonial last spike in a first transcontinental railroad in the United States 
of America (May 10, 1869), construction of the Suez Canal in Egypt (1869) and linking of 
Indian railways across the sub-continent (1870) were ushering in an era where—at least 
for a wealthy few—passengers on common carriers would be able to readily purchase 
around-the-world journeys which formerly were multi-year adventures attempted on 
sailing ships by a hardy, pioneering minority. The journey, as described in the story, was 
technically possible with the new technology of its era.  

In a certain sense, the story was also a showcase of the vastness of the British Empire at 
that time, as the majority of places visited by Fogg were British colonies. Such places 
include Egypt, Yemen, India, Singapore, Hong Kong and Ireland, with Shanghai also 
home to a British concession at that time.  

The complete text of the novel is on Wikisource in the original French and in an English 
translation. The book is available for free from Project Gutenberg with a free companion 
audio book. Some of the motion picture adaptations have set up Fogg and Passepartout 
travelling a leg of the journey in a hot air balloon. While those existed in 1872, and Jules 
Verne described balloon rides in other books, the original novel lets Fogg dismiss 
balloons as useless for travel.  

Since the novel was first published, people have been trying to recreate the main 
characters' adventurous journey. Elizabeth Jane Cochrane ("Nellie Bly" of the Joseph 
Pulitzer tabloid New York World) completed an 1889 round the world overland trip in 
seventy-two days; Elizabeth Bisland (of Cosmopolitan magazine) completed a 
simultaneous, rival trip in the opposite direction in 76½ days. Michael Palin completed 
the journey in 1988 for a BBC TV series, and an accompanying book. Countless others 
have followed in their footsteps; the starting point and exact list of cities visited varies 
between travellers.  

While trans-oceanic and trans-continental overland journeys have diminished with the 
growth of air travel, travel round the world overland remains possible. One may see 
much which would be missed if flying over countries instead of visiting them.  
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Prepare 

Travellers retracing the original 1870s voyage proposal in the modern era will find that 
much has changed; overland travel times have been slashed by more than half as diesel 
and electrified rail has replaced twenty mile-per-hour steam trains, while the number of 
ocean-going passenger vessels has greatly diminished as air travel has taken much of 
the trans-Atlantic and trans-Pacific passenger volume. While one Cunard passenger liner 
still plies the seas, most passenger ship travel is by cruise ships designed as 
entertainment rather than as the backbone of an efficient transport system. Departures 
are less frequent and the entire round-the-world overland journey may need to be 
structured to accommodate which sea crossings are available on which days; many only 
run seasonally or infrequently. On some crossings, freighter travel might be an option if 
there is no passenger ship, but the number of spaces on these vessels is limited; a 
private ocean-going vessel (such as a yacht) may also be an option.  

The "world cruise" offered (usually as a once-a-year tour) by cruise ship lines cannot be 
completed in eighty days as it's designed for sightseeing; it takes a hopelessly indirect 
route, calls in every port, and stops for a day or two to allow the traveller to tour each 
city. Certainly no replacement for the historic ocean liner, which was built for speed. By 
the time the passenger returns home, 120 days or so would have passed and any bets or 
wagers on the rapidity of this seemingly-mighty vessel would have been lost more than a 
month ago. Phileas Fogg would not be impressed.  

Passport and visa restrictions are not to be neglected, especially as overland travel 
requires entering a long list of multiple nations instead of merely flying over them. The 
days of passports claiming "An Australian (or Canadian, or whichever realm) citizen is a 
British subject" and that claim being largely respected throughout a vast Britannic 
Empire are long gone; every country applies its own arbitrary restrictions to the global 
traveller. A few points under British control in the depicted era are no longer part of the 
empire or Commonwealth; the Suez Canal is now controlled by Egypt, the political 
situation in much of the Middle East and Central Asia leaves much to be desired, and 
Hong Kong is now under the control of China. In addition to that, visa procedures often 
differ by port of entry and those for overland or ship entry tend to be harder than those 
for entry via air.  

While fitting a global circumnavigation into an eighty-day schedule is trivial with round 
the world flights, fitting an entirely-overland journey into this time frame is a challenge; 
while aviation has greatly reduced travel times, it has also all but ended the tradition of 
the great liners which once competed for the fastest ocean crossing times by sea. There 
is still regular transatlantic service (which will cost you), but trans-Pacific services are 
virtually nonexistent and require probably the biggest amount of advance planning.  

Select your sea crossings first; scheduling of overland portions needed to reach the 
docks should then fall into place. Once you have an itinerary and budget, start looking 
for individual-country visas.  

The original itinerary 

+- 
3000 km 
Wikimedia maps | Map data © OpenStreetMap contributors 
Around the World in Eighty Days 
 
Phileas Fogg's trip begins at the Reform Club in London. 

Phileas Fogg and Passepartout started out in London.  
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London – Paris – Turin – Brindisi by rail and boat 

See also: Rail travel in Europe, Rail travel in the United Kingdom 

Fogg travels from 1 London, to 2 Paris, 3 Turin and 4 Brindisi within three days. The 
novel describes this leg indirectly and without detail, through a laconic quote from Fogg's 
journal. Verne might have implied that Europe was the easiest continent to traverse.  

This remains possible; in the modern era one may take Eurostar from St. Pancras in 
London to Paris, then trains through Munich and Bologna to Brindisi in southeastern 
Italy, 29 hours total.  

While various proposals for a Channel Tunnel had been made as early as 1802, no one 
had attempted to build one; an 1881-82 attempt was abandoned after the first mile. 
Fogg would therefore almost certainly have crossed the English Channel by boat. A more 
authentic way to replicate this route would thus be to take a train from London to Dover, 
cross the English channel to Calais by ferry, then catch a train onwards to Paris from 
Calais. From Paris, take the Milan-bound TGV and get off at Turin. You can board a 
Frecciarossa high-speed train in Turin that takes you to Brindisi.  

Brindisi – Suez – Aden – Bombay by steamer 

Fogg takes the Mongolia, which arrives at 5 Suez in 4 days, stopping in 6 Aden to take 
on coal, reaching 7 Bombay 13 days later. In Suez, a Scotland Yard detective named 
Fix—who has been sent out from London in pursuit of a bank robber—notes that Fogg fits 
the description, so he follows them on the rest of the journey.  

This may be difficult to replicate as written, as Somali piracy disrupted sea traffic 
entering the Gulf of Aden from 2000 to 2017. Sailing on a freight ship or on a cruise may 
be possible. Otherwise it's going to be hard, time-consuming, expensive, bureaucratic 
and dangerous if you want to duplicate this leg as closely as possible. Additionally, 
because of Yemen's on-going civil war, stopping off in Aden is very dangerous and 
strongly discouraged (as of Dec 2018). Cruise lines no long ply the route from Europe to 
Alexandria, so you will have to go either via Malta to Tunisia or via Greece or Cyprus to 
Israel (though it's a bad idea to get an Israeli stamp in your passport, unless you have 
more than one) and then travel overland to Egypt. Continue overland down the Red Sea 
coast at least to Eritrea from where you can get a ferry across the Red Sea to Jeddah—
though for this route you would have to convince the Saudi authorities to give you a 
visa. Another alternative, then, would be traveling down to Djibouti and cross over to 
Yemen, one of the world's most dangerous countries. Either way, you'll then continue 
overland to the United Arab Emirates from where it might be possible to travel by dhow 
(traditional boat) to India.  

A modified version of this would be doing the trip mostly overland. Brindisi has good 
ferry connections to different ports in Greece, from where you can get by train or bus to 
Istanbul. Actually, you can skip the Brindisi part altogether and go from Paris via Munich, 
Budapest and Bucharest directly to Istanbul, approximately following one of the routes of 
the former Orient Express. Once in Istanbul, you have some options for getting overland 
to Delhi. Apparently you can pull this off in 15 days. From Delhi, then, take the train to 
Mumbai.  

Bombay through Allahabad to Calcutta by rail 

See also: Rail travel in India 
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In the novel, Phileas Fogg finds out that the Trans-Indian railroad is 50 miles short of 
completion between Kholby and 8 Allahabad, and therefore has to ride an elephant 
through the jungle. He and Passepartout also rescue a young Parsi woman named Aouda 
from suttee (suicide on her husband's funeral pyre) and bring her along on their journey. 
Fogg was nevertheless able to make it to Allahabad in time to catch the train bound for 9 
Calcutta.  

The 2000 km from Mumbai to Kolkata is now 27–38 hours by train, or 33 hours by road. 
Today's travellers don't have to purchase and ride elephants.  

Calcutta through Singapore to Hong Kong by steamer 

Fogg reaches Calcutta in time to catch the Rangoon bound for Hong Kong. The Rangoon 
stops in 10 Singapore to take on coal, during which Fogg disembarks with Aouda for a 
horse carriage ride through Singapore, before going on to 11 Hong Kong.  

Going via Singapore is not the shortest path since China borders India. This border is 
disputed, the border area is very mountainous, and road infrastructure is quite limited. 
The border crossing between China and India is only open to traders, and not to tourists. 
The route therefore must make a lengthy detour via a third country, or go by air or sea. 
Freight ships do frequently ply the route taken by Fogg, but there's likely no passenger 
ship as direct flights to Hong Kong take about four hours.  

Land travel is problematic eastwards from India; some areas of easternmost India 
require special permits on the top of your visa and Myanmar regulates their land borders 
fairly strictly in all directions. Going north, you will hardly have any problems getting into 
Nepal, though crossing into Tibet will require some bureaucracy.  

One alternative would be flying to Singapore and traveling from there by land to Hong 
Kong through Southeast Asia. You can get by train from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur and 
further to Butterworth and Bangkok. From there, consider the options in the itineraries 
Bangkok to Ho Chi Minh City overland and Ho Chi Minh City to Shanghai overland. 
Budget a week or so for this alternative. Alternatively, Star Cruises occasionally operates 
long-haul cruises from Singapore to Hong Kong, typically taking about 10 days.  

Another possibility would be to fly from India into China and continue by train to Hong 
Kong or Shanghai. Perhaps the most interesting route would be to fly from Delhi to 
Lhasa and continue on routes given in Overland to Tibet, but that risks altitude sickness 
since Lhasa is at 3,650 m (12,000 ft), and the Chinese government has complex and 
varying regulations for travel permits for Tibet. A shorter and easier route that avoids 
both problems would be to fly Kolkata-Kunming (called going "over the hump" during 
World War II; see Burma Road), then continue on routes described in Hong Kong to 
Kunming overland.  

Hong Kong – Shanghai – Yokohama by steamer 

In the novel, Fogg was supposed to catch the Carnatic to Yokohama, but the ship left 
early, and Passepartout was prevented by Fix from informing Fogg about the change. 
While Fogg was unable to find another steamer headed for Yokohama, he manages to 
hire the Tankadere to take him to 12 Shanghai, where he was then able to board the 
General Grant, the steamer that he was originally supposed to have boarded in 
Yokohama.  
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Modern cruise ships connect Hong Kong's busy seaport to many destinations, including 
Tokyo and Okinawa. A trip to Tokyo takes 12 days with multiple stops in China and 
South Korea; Okinawa can be reached in five days with fewer intermediate stops.  

You can also take a train from Hong Kong to Shanghai. High speed trains depart daily 
from Hong Kong and takes 8 hours to reach Shanghai. A cheaper option is to take the 
slower, sleeper train that departs every 2 days from Hong Kong and arrives in Shanghai 
in 20 hours.  

Again, if you're a bit flexible with the itinerary, it's possible to travel with regular ferries. 
Continue north from Hong Kong to e.g. Shanghai, Suzhou or Qingdao. From there, there 
are ferries to Japan running every few days.  

Yokohama to San Francisco by steamer 

The General Grant makes its scheduled stop in 13 Yokohama, where Fogg had intended 
to board. Fogg was reunited with Passepartout in Yokohama, and they board the General 
Grant together for the trans-Pacific crossing to 14 San Francisco.  

Crossing the Pacific is probably the hardest problem to solve for anyone who'd like to 
travel around the world without flying. Modern cruises run from both Tokyo and 
Yokohama; one Princess cruise takes a huge circle from Japan north to Alaska then down 
through Vancouver, San Francisco and Hawaii, arriving in Australia 45 days later. Modern 
day cruises usually take about 20 days to complete the journey from Tokyo or Yokohama 
to San Francisco, almost always stopping in Alaska and Canada on the way. Freighter 
travel is probably your best bet here.  

San Francisco – Salt Lake City – Medicine Bow – Fort Kearney – Omaha – 
Chicago – New York City by rail 

See also: Rail travel in the United States, Old West 

The Jules Verne itinerary (written in 1872) makes its North American transcontinental 
journey entirely through the United States by rail; a railway across Canada would not 
exist until 1885 and a system of United States Numbered Highways (which included the 
once-famous Route 66) would not exist until 1926.  

In the book, Fogg boarded an Omaha-bound Pacific Railroad train at Oakland Railway 
Station. From there, the train would make its way via Sacramento and Reno to Ogden, 
from which Fogg and would visit 15 Salt Lake City via a branch line. The train then 
proceeded though the Wasatch Range towards Wyoming. It was, however, forced to stop 
near 16 Medicine Bow, as the bridge crossing some rapids on the Medicine Bow River 
had been damaged by a storm and was not sturdy enough to support the weight of the 
train. Nevertheless, the engineer made the decision to attempt the crossing at full speed, 
which allowed the train to barely make it across, with the bridge collapsing immediately 
after. The train then proceeded on towards Fort Kearney and Omaha, though it was far 
from smooth-sailing as they would be attacked by a tribe of Sioux on the way, during 
which the conductor was incapacitated. Though the train was stopped at 17 Fort 
Kearney, where soldiers were able to board and chase the Sioux away, Passepartout 
was kidnapped, leading Fogg to mount a rescue attempt. Though the rescue was 
successful, Fogg would miss the train, and had to make his way to 18 Omaha by sled, 
where he is barely in time to board the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad train for 19 
Chicago. At Chicago, Fogg then transferred onto a Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago 
Railway train, which traversed the states of Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
before finally arriving in 20 New York.  
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Covering this route by rail exactly as Phileas Fogg did is difficult if not impossible today. 
Due to the growing popularity of private car ownership and air travel in the 20th century, 
rail travel declined; many US rail lines have been dismantled or now only carry heavy 
freight. In particular, the main transcontinental line no longer passes through Wyoming 
(which has been left without passenger railroads altogether), instead having been routed 
further south through Denver, Colorado. This means that you will have to hitchhike on a 
freight train for the leg between Salt Lake City and Omaha if you want to replicate the 
route taken by Fogg. Similarly, the train between Chicago and New York City has since 
been re-routed further north via South Bend, Toledo, Cleveland and Albany, and no 
longer follows the route taken by Fogg through Fort Wayne, Mansfield, Alliance, 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Newark and Jersey City.  

As the Oakland Bay Bridge had yet to be built, Fogg's carriage may have headed down 
south to San Jose, and later headed back up north towards Oakland, where he would 
have caught the train. Alternatively, Fogg may be boarded a ferry across the bay from 
San Francisco to Oakland. However, Oakland railway station is no longer served by 
transcontinental trains with those now serving Emeryville instead.  

Although the experience would be far less authentic, an attempt to retrace the journey 
by car could allow a closer approximation to the exact route taken by Phileas Fogg in the 
novel. Nonetheless, the speed of rail travel has increased substantially since the 1870s, 
despite the priority of freight and the comparatively low general speed limit of 79 mph 
(127 km/h) in the US.  

The modern Amtrak "California Zephyr" Emeryville–Chicago and "Lake Shore Limited" 
Chicago-NYC take about three and a half days.  

New York City – Queenstown – Dublin – Liverpool – London by steamer and rail 

See also: Rail travel in Ireland 

Phileas Fogg arrives in New York City late, and just misses the sailing of the China, which 
would have taken him across the Atlantic to Liverpool. However he manages to convince 
the captain of the Henrietta to take his party on board. While the Henrietta was headed 
for Bordeaux, Fogg manages to bribe the crew to change its course for Liverpool against 
the captain's wishes. However, the ship runs into bad weather and runs out of coal, so 
Fogg purchases the ship from the captain and burns the wooden parts of the ship as fuel, 
though it was only enough to get him as far as 21 Queenstown. Fogg catches one of 
the express mail trains from Queenstown to 22 Dublin, followed by a fast boat from 
Dublin to 23 Liverpool, where he is arrested by Fix on reaching English soil. Fogg is, 
however, later found innocent and released, and is able to charter a train to London. His 
only hope of winning the bet is to report back to the Reform Club within 80 days of 
departure and, at this point, he no longer has any time to spare.  

Today, Cunard's Queen Mary 2 ocean liner runs NYC-Southampton in seven days, with 
trains onward running hourly to London. This operation is seasonal and the number of 
departures are limited. There are also occasional sailings to Liverpool for special 
anniversaries. For those who want to replicate Fogg's journey more faithfully, Cunard's 
Queen Victoria occasionally makes a stop in Cobh (the modern name of Queenstown) on 
the way to Southampton, where you can get off and catch a train to Dublin (with a train 
change in Cork). You can then catch one of the ferries from Dublin to Liverpool, from 
which you have multiple options for catching a train onward to London. 
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Project: Passport Bookmark 
 

Name: Phileas Fogg 

Sex:  Male 

Country of Cit izenship:  England 
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