
Comparison of Grammar Curricula 
 

ABeka Rod & Staff Primary Language Lessons (MFW) First Language Lessons 

Price:  
1st & 2nd language text $15.40 
3rd--$16 workbook + $40 
curriculum= $56 There are also 
test books, answer keys, etc. 

Price: 3rd--$13 textbook, $3.25 
worksheets, $2.25 tests, $16 
teachers manual=$34.50  
Each grade thereafter increases a 
couple $ in total for the set. 

Price (from MFW): 2nd-3rd $11. (one 
textbook) 4-6th uses intermediate $16.  

Price: 1st & 2nd levels $15 each. 3rd 
$30 instructor guide + $19 student 
workbook=$50. Cheaper pdf 
versions available. 

Weaknesses: Combines grammar 
with composition. (This is a 
weakness if you didn't want their 
composition, because it increases 
the price.) Grades 1-2 are 
consumable workbooks. They are 
nice to have; but you have to buy 
them new for each child, making 
them not as cheap as the other 
choices. 

 

Weaknesses: Begins in 2nd grade 
with no worksheets. (Most 
educators don't start grammar 
instruction until second grade.) 
WTM says it may be too much 
copywork and physical writing, 
even for grades 3-4. Not as 
scripted as FLL or ABeka. Some 
complain that though it is 
thorough, it gets dull every year. 
Most grammar courses may bore 
to death and be repetitive, but 
R&S gets this comment more than 
some. Workbook not as colorful as 
ABeka's. 

Weaknesses: Nothing for 1st. Begins in 
2nd grade with no worksheets for any 
grades (not a weakness if you consider 
it busy work). No tests or teacher’s 
manuals. Discusses nature/farm life that 
may be difficult for average modern 
child. Is not overt in grammar 
instruction; more is taught through 
attention to detail in copywork and 
dictation. Charlotte Mason-style 
grammar. Pictures study is in black and 
white. More teacher intensive; not 
independent. 

Weaknesses: No worksheets for 1st 
and 2nd (not a weakness if you 
consider that “busy work.”) Some 
says it’s too simplistic or 
repetitious in 1-2 grades. Poems 
may have been shortened or 
tweaked. The pictures for picture 
study are in black and white. 

Strengths: A good choice to use if 
you are already using their phonics 
or handwriting instruction, as it 
reviews and integrates the 
subjects all together. Combines 
grammar with composition. Comes 
with workbooks only in grades 1-
2; teacher's manual and 
workbooks for grades 3 and 
following. 

Strengths: (1) Rigorous, excellent, 
demanding, no-fluff 
curriculum.Very strong in grammar 
and punctuation. Includes 
diagramming in elementary. (2) 
Worksheets (which begin in 3rd) 
can be copied and used for the 
other students. These are extra. 
(There are only 70 for 3rd grade.) 
You only purchase them for extra 
practice, if desired.  Includes 5 
tests. (3) Includes instruction in 
composition. (4) One of the 
cheaper options, including more 
non-consumable options. 

Strengths: CHEAP!! More flexibility to 
adapt to your student’s needs. A gentler 
approach. Used along with their reading 
for comprehension and oral exercises. 
See MFW’s listed strengths of PLL 
below: The moral content is excellent. 
PLL and ILL are reprints of public school 
books from the early 1900s. ILL even 
begins with a story about Moses. The 
programs are very efficient and quick 
to teach. They teach skills without a lot 
of "fluff" and "extras" that really aren't 
needed. …PLL takes about 15 minutes 
and is only taught three times per week. 
·  They are very flexible. You can 
adjust lessons to your child's needs or a 

Strengths: (1) 1st & 2nd grades are 
cheap and non-consumable; no 
workbook for 1st-2nd grades. 
Scripted texts for teachers. These 
are helpful to guide exactly what 
to say, especially if teaching 
narration for the first time. 1st and 
much of 2nd grades are primarily 
oral, with only some writing. (2) 
Combines Charlotte Mason's ideas 
(such as using pictures, poems, 
and short writings to teach reading 
comprehension, narration, and 
writing) with classical ed elements 
(such as memorization and 
recitation). (3) Offer cheaper PDF 



 particular day's responsibilities. If a 
child has already been writing a lot in 
one day, you can often give the PLL 
assignment orally. REALLY speeds up 
the lesson! They are cost-effective…. 

downloads of student workbook 
and instructor guides. (4) Can 
order an audio companion for 1-2. 
(5) Review of all concepts and 
memory work is in the lessons. 

Description: Gr 1: “Designed for 
use during seatwork time, this 
write-in text provides one page per 
day to help your child increase his 
thinking skills, improve his reading 
comprehension, and develop his 
creative writing ability. By the end 
of the year, your first grader will 
be able to write in complete 
sentences; capitalize the first word 
of a sentence and of the days and 
months; place a period at the end 
of a sentence; know and use 
suffixes and prefixes; and 
alphabetize words. Lively reading 
comprehension and creative 
writing exercises appear 
throughout the book.” 
Gr 4: “God’s Gift of Language A 
emphasizes usage and the writing 
process. Students are given 
extensive instruction in writing 
book reports, letters, and an 
encyclopedia report. There are also 
a number of creative writing 
exercises and an excellent section 
on using the dictionary and the 
encyclopedia. Traditional grammar 
training continues as students 
learn to recognize all eight parts of 
speech; identify simple and 
compound subjects and verbs; 
diagram subjects, verbs, 
adjectives, and adverbs; and learn 
simple rules for correct word usage 
and subject/verb agreement.” 

Description: “English 3 has 125 
regular lessons and 10 review 
lessons. Communication skills are 
taught. Understanding sentence 
type and structure is basic to 
writing sentences, and then 
paragraphs and stories. Sentence 
parts are studied, and some simple 
diagramming. Nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and adverbs and 
their correct usage are exercised. 
Dictionary work, capitalization and 
punctuation, proofreading, and 
communication skills round out 
this English course. 

“A separate booklet of 70 
worksheets is available for 
additional practice. These may be 
used as workbooks for all the 
students or as a resource for the 
teacher to select and copy the 
ones needed. A test booklet 
provides a test for each of the 5 
units. The teacher's manual gives 
guidance for presenting the 
lessons. It shows a reduced copy 
of the pupil's pages with the 
answer key beside the exercises. 
Answer keys are also included for 
the worksheets and text booklets.” 

 

Description: “A Charlotte Mason-style 
approach with short, easy-to-teach 
lessons cover English usage, 
composition, punctuation, poem 
memorization, oral language skills, 
letter writing, and dictation. Fables and 
writings by famous authors such as 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, and William 
Shakespeare are included. Prominent 
paintings are included, and used to 
develop observation and discussion 
skills. It is not a workbook, but contains 
a wide variety of oral and written 
activities that may be used exactly as 
written or adapted to a child's specific 
needs and learning style.” 
•   
 

Description: Scripted texts include 
grammar, memorization 
assignments, picture study, and 
narration exercises (encourage the 
child to express thoughts in 
complete sentences), poem 
memorization assignments, and 
copywork and narration exercises 
designed to reinforce grammar 
learning. Review of all concepts 
and memory work is built into the 
lessons. 1st—primarily oral, with 
optional writing; 2nd—slightly more 
writing.  



Comments/Modifications:  

I respect ABeka's grammar (and 
phonics) over the other subjects 
they publish. They do a great job 
at thorough, incremental 
instruction with nice, colorful 
workbooks. You also must 
remember when comparing the 
prices of ABeka's language 
programs with other programs that 
ABeka includes composition 
instruction in their language 
package, so you can't separate 
them. If you are deciding between 
good programs based solely on 
price, recognize that with First 
Language Lessons (FLL) or Primary 
Language Lessons (PLL), you 
would usually want to purchase a 
separate writing curriculum. 

I grew up with ABeka's grammar 
instruction for grades 7 through 
college level. I won a state 
competition for grammar in twelfth 
grade and then tested out of 
English 101 in college. ABeka is 
excellent for grammar. I feel that 
ABeka's instruction in composition 
was lacking, however. I personally 
would want a separate course for 
composition. 

 

Comments/Modifications:  

Rod and Staff (R&S) is similar to 
ABeka in philosophy, both curricula 
fitting the traditional model of 
education. Both are recommended 
in The Well-Trained Mind for 
grammar. Our Bible institute here 
in South Africa uses Rod and 
Staff's grammar handbook for its 
English course, so I had an 
opportunity to peruse that during 
my research of curricula. 

As with ABeka, I respect R&S most 
for its thorough, God-honoring 
grammar course, as well as its 
excellent spelling course. Their 
composition beats ABeka's, but 
rarely do users use solely R&S for 
writing. R&S's writing instruction 
would be sufficient though, 
especially for the upper grades 
when the course understandably 
begins to emphasize composition 
more. Some find the amount of 
guidance for writing limited and 
frustrating and use another writing 
course. If you do use another 
writing course, skip the writing 
lessons in R&S, so as not to overly 
tire children. 

You can start R&S at any grade 
level, as it reviews previous years' 
work. Some say the second grade 
course is structured differently 
than the other years, and that it's 
fine to just start in third grade with 
the formal grammar. Make sure to 

Comments/Modifications:  
 
I had not heard very much of Primary 
Language Lessons until I began 
researching My Father's World for 
history, which I chose to use, thus 
encouraging me to take seriously their 
recommendations for language arts, 
which is Primary Language Lessons by 
Emma Serl for 2nd-3rd grades and the 
second level, Intermediate Language 
Lessons, for 4th-6th grades. Most of my 
description of Primary Language 
Lessons comes from MFW's website, 
where they explain why they 
recommend what they recommend for 
language arts and math. 
 
Duffy says FLL is based on this model, 
but more scripted/ little more classical. 
 

I bought the book as well as a teacher's 
manual for them (which MFW says is 
not needed).  I did read through much 
of it, but coming from a traditional 
background, and leaning more classical 
than Charlotte Mason regarding 
grammar (at this point), I felt that it 
was not as blatant in grammar 
instruction as I would like, nor as 
scripted for me. Also, several of the 
pictures or exercises involved American 
flora and fauna that not only did I not 
know, but also my children wouldn't 
have a chance to experience. A small 
part of me wishes that I felt brave 
enough to try the Charlotte Mason 
philosophy of grammar. But for now, I 

Comments/Modifications:  
 
Can go into it at any grade level, 
as it reviews previous year’s work. 

TWTM says, "Many language arts 
programs fold the study of 
grammar into complex programs 
that require too much writing and 
often do not present grammar 
clearly and sequentially." That is 
why Jessie Wise developed these 
grammar books. At one time Peace 
Hill Press (publishing company of 
all of Jessie's and Susan's 
textbooks) was also coming out 
with Advanced Language Lessons 
for the logic stage (grades 5-8) to 
follow up on the FLL series; 
however, they felt that there were 
many adequate resources for 
grammar but fewer resources that 
taught writing according to their 
philosophy, so they have been 
concentrating on finishing their 
writing course (The Complete 
Writer series) first. 

I love Peace Hill Press materials. I 
feel that they understand 
homeschoolers! Most of their 
materials are affordable, well-
done, scripted and well-laid out, 
and non-consumable. They allow 
you to copy the student sheets for 
all of the children in your family. 
They also give flexibility in several 
of their programs regarding how 
many of their suggestions to use. 
And they allow homeschoolers to 



look at the samples before buying 
each grade. You may not need the 
teacher's manual for second grade, 
for example. 

I found this homeschool forum 
thread comparing R&S and ABeka 
grammar. 

 

haven't given my heart to it! 

Those who want more updated poetry 
or pictures for the picture study in color 
may want to check out Hillside 
Education's reprint (Catholic). Here is a 
workbook someone made to go along 
with PLL. Living Books Press' version is 
said to be likely most easiest to use. 

Some have said that PLL is free on 
Google books. I cannot say for sure 
because that is only true for those in 
America; being in South Africa, I can't 
get it. You may try my link but will 
probably have to change it from 
google.co.za...etc. to google.com...etc. 
That would be great if it is! Even if you 
did want a hard copy, it would afford 
you the chance to peruse it in detail 
without purchasing it, like I did! 

For a good article comparing this one 
and the next box see the link on it from 
the pdf of Cathy Duffy’s Top 100 picks, 
or go to website 
http://cathyduffyreviews.com/grammar-
composition/first-language-lessons.htm. 

teach a classical education at 
home without having to invent a 
curriculum themselves. 

I have been using FLL 1 for several 
weeks now, and I am enjoying 
how it's laid out. It is thorough, 
flexible, pick-up-and-go, and 
doesn't require much handwriting. 
We will continue with FLL 2 before 
(probably) switching over to Rod 
and Staff for grades 3-4. 

For a wonderfully helpful 
explanation of FLL and a short 
comparison with PLL, check out 
Cathy Duffy's review of FLL. 

 

 
 

Summary: Today I wanted to begin sharing my personal curricula comparison chart for grammar. I don't know how helpful it will be for others, since 
grammar is so connected to your philosophy of education--whether you believe in solely teaching it through literature, whether you think it should be 
taught rigorously in elementary (classical) or "gently" in elementary and more meticulously in junior high (Charlotte Mason or relaxed). I am not sure 
how firmly I hold to my position, but I think for now that I would like to teach grammar in elementary (including diagramming), at least from third grade 
on. 

So for me, just looking at the "Grammar" stage of classical education (concentrating more on grades 1-4), my top four choices were ABeka, Rod & Staff, 
Primary Language Lessons, and First Language Lessons. 



When I was researching homeschool curricula, I made charts to compare my top three or four choices for history, math, writing, spelling, and grammar. 
Lately I’ve been working on sharing my comparison of grammar curricula, starting with ABeka language arts (ABB), then Rod & Staff Building Christian 
English (R&S), Primary Language Lessons (PLL), and finally First Language Lessons (FLL). 

Making a decision about which curricula to use for our homeschool was a difficult decision. My decision was made harder by the cost of international 
shipping. In order to save money on shipping, we planned to buy all of our homeschooling items for the next four years during our furlough and ship it 
together. Most homeschoolers only buy a year at a time, so the pressure is not so great if they change curriculum. But whatever I chose needed to work 
for me for four years. 

I narrowed the choices down to four companies that meshed well with our family’s needs and philosophy of education and made a comparison chart for 
those companies. I compared their prices, descriptions, strengths, and weaknesses, as I perceived them, based on what I saw or reviews I had read 
online. Then I chose, and I'll try to describe here how I came to my decisions. Warning: This will probably bore anyone who is not in the same position I 
was in, choosing between similar curricula; but for the small group of people like me, I hope this helps. 

I find I am highly motivated by price. In fact, in almost every subject, I ended up choosing the cheapest of my choices at first. Eventually I was able to 
move past that mental roadblock of price and allow myself to purchase curricula outside of the lowest price bracket--though price is still highly 
motivating to me. :) 

That to say, that when so many choices look similarly good, I usually go with the cheapest. Originally I had not seen Primary Language Lessons, so I 
purchased it used but did not plan to use it until I had gotten a good look at it. It was so cheap though, that I thought it would be good to have on the 
shelf in case I did like it. 

I chose to go with Rod and Staff starting in 3rd grade because they were described as rigorous and thorough in grammar, biblical in content, included 
better writing instruction than ABeka, and were cheap; and they allowed me to copy extra student worksheets if I needed, which is very helpful to the 
missionary who has to ship everything. But I decided to use the ABB language workbooks for 1st-2nd grade, since I was already using their phonics and 
language programs, which instruction is combined in the teacher's manuals for those grades. 

Then I found the used curriculum for sale homeschooling sites all over the web, and I went a little crazy! I bought R&S grammar for several grades, 
including 2nd (because I got a great deal), PLL (and Intermediate Language Lessons, it's successor), still planned to buy the ABB workbooks, and then I 
found the original publication of FLL, which published levels 1&2 together in one book, sold for only $5. How could I resist? :P 

When I went back to America for our 4-month furlough, I was able to sit down and compare PLL, FLL, and R&S. I also had an ABB Language TM for 
grade 3 to look at. I am happy to say that three of my choices--ABeka, Rod & Staff, and First Language Lessons--were on Cathy Duffy's top 101 Picks for 
homeschool curriculum. I chose to use FLL for grades 1-2 and then move to R&S grammar. 

Why not Primary Language Lessons? 



I wasn't impressed with the organization in teaching grammar concepts. It was not as rigorous, at least on the surface, as I desired. I lean more classical 
than CM at this point in my homeschooling journey, and I didn't want to go that route. It didn't make sense to me as a teacher, even with the TM to 
help. I wasn't impressed with the picture study in the black and white edition I had. (This may have been solved with one of the other editions I linked to 
in my review.) And it used too much American flora and fauna my kids wouldn't know. I sold ILL and tried to sell PLL. 

Why not ABeka Book? 

I like ABB's colorful workbooks, Christian content, and thoroughness. I like their pick-up-and-go teacher's manuals. But their prices were higher than 
R&S (though R&S isn't in color), their American content a little overdone, and their writing instruction not what I wanted. I still thought I would use ABB 
in 1st and 2nd, since they also review phonetic concepts and alphabetization but decided against it when I found the FLL 1-2 copy for $5. I would have 
paid $120 with ABeka plus shipping for 8 workbooks total (for four children for 1st-2nd grades) versus $5 plus shipping for one small book with FLL. 

So that explains why I went with FLL and R&S. Since beginning FLL, I am very happy with it and could see myself continuing with levels 3-4 before 
moving to R&S, but I'm not sure. I already have R&S 3-4 here, so will probably just move over to R&S after FLL 2. I really do like Peace Hill Press 
materials though (the publishing house of FLL), so I may stick with FLL through its final level. 

The only minor quibbles I have with FLL is that perhaps children don't need so much grammar in 1st grade, it doesn't include Christian content (though 
it is Christian-friendly), workbooks aren't colorful, and I liked the poetry slightly better with ABB (but ABB includes poetry with their spelling curriculum, 
which is another curriculum comparison!) 

The only minor quibbles I have with R&S is that their workbooks are not in color, they are said to be more "boring," they don't include poetry or picture 
study (though I can do that myself in other ways), and I am not sure at this point whether or not I will use their writing instruction. I am glad to have 
the writing instruction in there, however. 

As we approach 5th or 6th grade, I would really like to look into Michael Clay Thompson's grammar for a year or two for a change of pace and to give 
the "big picture" of grammar and make it more real and fun than the traditional, dry approach. Because of the cost, I doubt I would use it more than a 
year or two. Another grammar choice I will look into for later is Easy Grammar. And a final language arts choice that I was very impressed with for 
around 2nd-3rd grade was the Classical Writing Primer. Other language choices that might be interesting for a year or two are those that integrate 
grammar instruction with a literature unit study, like Total Language Plus. 

If you are researching curricula, Cathy Duffy’s site is helpful to succinctly describe how a specific curriculum works. For actual user’s reviews, look on 
The Well-Trained Mind forums or Homeschool Reviews. 

You might also be interested in my History Curricula Comparison. 

 


