
COMPARISON OF HISTORY CURRICULA 
 

Tapestry of Grace (TOG) My Father’s World (MFW) BiblioPlan (BP) 

www.tapestryofgrace.com 
 
Price:  
See other document. Most expensive when you 
include books. Prices begin at $170 for a year-
plan. Plus books—see www.bookshelfcentral.com 
Extras: 
Map Aids $25 per year-plan (geography 
supplement—easy to print PDF of every map and 
answer key assigned in TOG) 
 
Writing Aids $50—one-time only cost (writing 
handbook covering every writing genre assigned 
in TOG with explanations, direction, grading 
helps, and graphic organizers) 
 
Evaluations $50 per year for all levels; $15 per 
year for one level (history tests and quizzes for 
TOG and answer keys—at least 1 history quiz or 
wksheet per week per level, unit-end exams, a 
year-end exam, and answer keys.) 
 
Lapbooks kits (each makes 1 lapbook) $55 per 
year, templates (makes multiple lapbooks of 1 
per unit) $75 per year. An activity folder made of 
colorful booklets you either assemble from pre-
printed kits or print yourself. Geared toward 
upper grammar, but also for LG and Dialectic. 
 
Pop Quiz $50 per year. 15-minute audio 
summaries of what students study each week, 
and question cards designed to start great 
conversations. Designed for dads (and moms and 
students). Includes 2-CD set and question cards. 
 
Missionaries may contact TOG for a discount. 

www.mfwbooks.com 
 
Price:  
See other document. Good prices. They work 
hard to keep prices low. 
 
Includes: complete curriculum for grades K-2. 
(reading, math, science, Bible, creative thinking, 
character development, children’s lit, and art and 
music in 2nd.) Grades 3-8 include Bible, 
literature, history/geography, science, music 
appreciation, art, and character development 
plus recommendations for grade level math and 
language arts. Grades 9-12 include Bible, 
history, English, literature, government, 
economics, speech, and biblical worldview; you 
may also purchase their sets for math 
(Saxon/Jacobs Geometry with MFW lesson plans 
and DIVE CDs) and science (Apologia), electives, 
and Rosetta Stone for foreign language. 

www.biblioplan.net 
 
Price:  
Apparently least expensive, but not getting 
science and other extras.  
 
Buy a “bundle” and save 5%; enter code and get 
10% off. Have “bundles” for “littles” (K-2), 
middles (gr. 2-6), upper middles (gr. 6-8), and 
advanced (gr. 8-12).  
 
Family Guide e-book $33, hardcopy $43. 
Companion e-book $30, hard $60. 
Cool history littles or middles $14/$22 
Cool history upper middles or advanced $17/$25 
Hands-on maps $14/$22 
Timeline $14/$22 
Craft book $5/$6 
Coloring book $6/$9 
Answer key $5 e=book only 
 
Includes: grades K-12 Bible, history, church 
history, literature, geography, social studies, and 
a bit of music/art history, plus some creative 
writing assignment ideas. 



Description:  
“TOG is a plan of study that helps parents 
provide a Christian, classical education using a 
guided unit-study approach, with the history of 
the world as the core organizational theme. 
Students in grades K-12 cycle through world 
history every four years, with all ages studying 
the same slice of history each week, at their own 
learning level. Detailed assignments and 
discussion outlines enable parents to become 
their children’s primary teachers and mentors by 
shaping their biblical worldview. 
 
Includes: “Tapestry covers the humanities—
history, church history, literature, geography, 
fine arts & activities, government, philosophy, 
and writing & composition. Does not include: 
phonics, science, math, grammar, spelling, 
foreign language. Lampstand Press does, 
however, recommend and sell complementary 
logic, spelling, and grammar programs. 
 
“Week to week, Tapestry integrates all subjects: 
people, events, and movements are studied in 
the time period in which they were most 
influential. Lessons are presented from all 
modalities: visual, auditory, and tactile. For 
younger children, a variety of hands-on ideas are 
supplied each week. Rich weekly studies are 
always provided, from which students and 
parents choose the best content and quantity for 
their unique families, meaning that the teacher is 
always in control of assignments with TOG.”  
Has “weekly reading and writing assignments, 
activities, discussion scripts, background 
information, and more” 
 
Four-year breakdown: Year 1—The Ancient World 
(creation to the Fall of Rome)  Year 2—The 
Medieval World (Byzantium to the US 
Constitution)  Year 3—The 19th Century 

Description:  
Recognizes the Bible, God’s truth, to be the 
foundation of wisdom and education.  
• Utilizes hands-on unit studies with daily lesson 
plans that are easy to teach.  
• Enables families and schools to teach children 
of multiple ages and grades together. 
• Combines the best of Charlotte Mason’s 
ideas and classical education with a Biblical 
worldview, an international focus, and our 
own observations of how children learn. 
• Uses a comprehensive, sequenced learning 
program beginning with preschool learning 
toys to develop readiness skills. Our complete 
unit-based curriculum includes a phonics- 
based learning-to-read program focusing on 
God’s amazing creation (kindergarten), the world 
of the Bible (first grade), and U.S. history 
(second or third grade). Then a year of 
geography sets the foundation for 
chronological world and U.S. history 
(through eighth grade). Our high school 
curriculum provides a Biblical framework for 
English, history, and other subjects. 
• Provides easy-to-teach, integrated curriculum 
that is enjoyable, academically strong, and 
focused on character development. 
• Is committed to the Lord of All, who tenderly 
searches for people from every tribe and 
language. A portion of our profits helps support 
mission work overseas, especially Bible 
translation projects. Our heart’s desire is that 
someday soon all people would be able to read of 
God’s love in their own language. 
 
Bible is integrated into the study of history, 
science, and literature in each year of our 
program, helping children learn a Biblical 
worldview from kindergarten all the way through 
high school. From Genesis to Revelation, the 
Bible is studied in three cycles, each at a more 

Description:  
BiblioPlan for Families is a Classical Christian 
History and Literature Curriculum designed for 
Homeschooling parents, Homeschool 
cooperatives and Christian schools. BiblioPlan's 
curriculum is Christ-centered, literature-based, 
easy to follow and inexpensive. 
 
For each of these years, BiblioPlan offers seven 
helpful products: 

The BiblioPlan Family Guide, which outlines 
your course of study and provides reading 
choices and assignments 

The BiblioPlan Companion, which summarizes 
each week’s lessons and adds plenty of fun and 
interesting facts to liven up your class time 

BiblioPlan Cool Histories, weekly homework 
assignments based on the lessons in the Guide 
and the Companion 

BiblioPlan Hands-On Maps, weekly map 
assignments based on the lessons in the Guide 
and the Companion 

BiblioPlan Timelines, charts with cutouts of 
important historical figures that children can 
assemble 

BiblioPlan Craft Books, collections of arts, 
crafts and activities that highlight the lessons in 
the Guide and the Companion 

BiblioPlan Coloring Books, collections of 
simple sketches from history for the little ones to 



(Napoleon to Teddy Roosevelt)  Year 4—The 20th 
Century (Age of Innocence to Obama) 
 
Can be confusing: there are four years of 
history; potentially you’d cycle through them 
three times with your children (if you use TOG 
for 12 years) on their respective classical 
learning level each time, but the learning levels 
are broken into 4 levels—lower grammar (LG—
basically picture books), upper grammar (UG—
more chapter books, independent reading), 
dialectic (D), and rhetoric (R).  
 

detailed level. Further reading at 
www.mfwbooks.com on the authors 
(missionaries, educators, Bible translators); also 
read on “How Is Bible Integrated into Our 
Curriculum?” 
 
Five-year cycle: Exploring Countries and Cultures 
(geography) (ECC), Creation to the Greeks 
(CTG), Rome to the Reformation (RtR), 
Exploration to 1850, 1850 to Modern.  

color. 

Four-year breakdown: Year 1—Ancients (creation 
to the Fall of Rome)  Year 2—Medieval (Fall of 
Rome to the Renaissance)  Year 3—Early 
America and the World (1600-1850) Year 4—
Modern America and the World (1850-2000) 

Strengths:  
1. TOG is the BEST when it comes to the 

dialectic and rhetoric levels (grades 6-12), 
because they offer scripted Socratic 
discussions to help you help your child sift 
through worldview or government (R level). 
Goes into greater depth into the philosophies 
behind world movements. Couldn’t have done 
this myself. 

2. Classical, Christian, can be Reformed 
3. The whole family is learning all together. 

Makes for great discussions and memorable 
learning. Even Dad and Mom are self-
educating along with the kids. 

4. High standards—rigorous and thoughtful, 
when you look at the upper levels especially, 
at the worksheets, discussions, and writing 
assignments. 

5. Include evaluations (tests). And just about 
everything else you’d want. 

6. Literature-based; ties literature in with 
history. LOVE connecting these two. 

7. Includes literature worksheets/ 
comprehension questions. 

8. Includes encyclopedic info for Mom to read 
ahead to stay abreast of the topics. 

9. Flexibility in scheduling for Mom. 
10. Buy it once, use it again and again. 

Strengths:  
1. Combines best of classical with the best of 

Charlotte Mason methods. (nature walks 
/character development/living books) 

2. Includes more subjects for the price! 
Science, art and music appreciation (not just 
history), a bit more literature (potential).  

3. Grades K-8 (esp. 2-8) are all learning 
together. Makes for great discussions and 
memorable learning. High school students 
learn by themselves, but sometimes the 
years will still line up. 

4. Big emphasis on missions/global picture; 
MFW financially supports Bible translation. 

5. The requirements are reasonable, 
progressing gently, not too time-consuming. 
Hands-on activities include a lot of cooking, 
not too many useless throw-away projects. 

6. Low costs; even lower than Rainbow 
Resources prices for books sold thru MFW. 

7. Ties literature in with the history you’re 
learning. Love connecting these two. 

8. Book basket! Neat idea. Great annotated 
book list. Flexibility in the books you choose.  

9. Teacher’s Manual (TM) is organized well with 
a daily schedule and extra comments, as well 
as tips on how to notebook, etc.  

10. Buy it once, use it again and again. 

Strengths:  
1. Cheapest option.  
2. Goes w/ #1, but they sell e-versions of 

everything in their curriculum. So you don’t 
have to ship it all, could put the pdfs on your 
e-reader device, and could print only the 
things you want.  

3. They offer a schedule for several popular 
history textbooks—Story of the World, 
Mystery of History, Greenleaf Guide to the 
OT, Streams of Civ… You choose the “spine,” 
or even a couple, and they’ll pull it all 
together in a schedule for you. 

4. Companion—their own short “spine.” Has a 
lot of cool facts, based on the samples. I 
learned from it! 

5. Cool histories—really are cool! Include 
evaluations for upper levels. 

6. Maps and timelines looked more colorful and 
fun than any other example I’ve seen—but I 
haven’t seen too many. J 

7. The whole family is learning together. Makes 
for great discussions and memorable 
learning.  

8. Includes literature lists. 
9. Great customer service! 
10. Buy it once, use it again and again. 



Weaknesses:  
1. Expense. Many people balk at this. If you 

commit to using it every year for all of your 
children, however, the price of the curriculum 
itself is actually reasonable (not adding in all 
of the extras—which are desirable!) But if you 
do not have access to a good library, the cost 
of the books is incredible for mainly history 
with some literature and other items mixed 
in. Price tag carries guilt if you don’t like it. 
There are cheaper options for doing history. 

2. Complicated. (Big.) 100s of pages for each 9-
week unit. But still in all of that, the 
assignments are assigned weekly not by day. 
Mom has to do a lot of work—planning and 
tweaking to decide which resources to use, 
which assignments and activities to do, on 
what days, etc. It’s not “open-and-go” for 
most of the year. Some TOG lovers would say 
that you get used to the general way you’ll do 
the schedule (reading on Mon/Wed, activity 
on Thurs, etc.), and it isn’t so much work. 
Some love the “flexibility.” Depends if you 
want to pay that much for “flexibility.” There 
are simpler options for getting history done. 

3. No “spine.” Some people get annoyed 
constantly jumping between books to get 
history done; they’d rather have a main 
textbook with some extra books on the side. 
TOG takes a Charlotte Mason approach here 
with using only “living” books, no main 
textbook. The heaviness of the reading might 
fluctuate as well between weeks. 

4. The “fog.” TOG has SO much to it, that it 
notoriously takes people a month to 9 weeks 
to get into a groove with how it will fit their 
family and how they will make it work.  

5. Some people don’t like that while the firstborn 
goes through the historical cycle in order 
nicely, the following children may not “hit” the 
cycle beginning with ancients.  

Weaknesses:  
1. Doesn’t include the high school on the same 

historical year plan as the youngers. This 
could be a weakness or strength, depending 
on how you see it.  

2. Doesn’t have a 4-year cycle—awkward 5-yr. 
3. Doesn’t seem to include much reading 

comprehension/literature worksheets. This is 
good if you want your kids to READ, not 
spend hours on workbooks like BJU; but 
might want more. They do use Progeny Press 
lit guides (highly recommended!) on the 
junior high levels though.  

4. Some don’t like the science or Bible choices 
(or art/music), so that makes it not worth it 
to them to buy the TM ($98 new) just for 
history/literature. 

5. Some say it’s too easy/too little, or moves 
too slowly. I personally don’t understand 
this. MFW uses textbooks that are extremely 
popular amongst homeschooling families 
(history—Story of the World, Genevieve 
Foster, Streams of Civ; science—Usborne, 
Apologia, Janice Van Cleave, Answers in 
Genesis), so I’m not sure how much more 
people would want to add in for non-core 
subjects. The critique may be accurate for 
kindergarten/first grade however. ? 

6. Their recommendation for grammar is not 
rigorous. (cheap, though!) If you believe 
grammar should be taught rigorously before 
junior high, may not want to use MFW’s LA 
recommendation. It’s not required to use 
their recommendations, however.  

7. No evaluations.  
8. Some don’t like the departure from Story of 

the World vol 1 for Creation to the Greeks. 
They say Streams is too hard for 4th grade or 
below. (Because that year is so connected to 
the Bible, MFW uses the Bible and Streams 
of Civilization 1 [CLP] as the core textbooks.)  

Weaknesses:  
1. 3-day schedule only. (a strength for some 

people) So Bible also is only scheduled 3 days. 
2. Bible doesn’t seem very strong. Mainly church 

history in the last three years. 
3. Not as meaty, especially for the high school 

years. 
4. Nothing for literature except the lists and 

schedule—no worksheets.  
5. Coloring sheets for littles seem corny/cheap. 

People seem to like SOTW activity guide 
better. 

6. Doesn’t include as much neat extras. More of a 
basic history program with literature 
suggestions. (maybe this comment is a repeat 
of #3?) 

7. Have heard some complain that the projects 
are more “busy work”—more useless. 



Comments/Modifications:  
TOG suggests possibly slowing down the year-
plans into two years for each year-plan, so that 
in 8 years (grades 1-8) would actually only go 
through the 4-year cycle one time. Then as soon 
as your oldest child hits 9th grade, you bump 
everybody up to the actual year-plan schedule. 
That way it’s not so overwhelming. 
 
Many say the literature choices on the LG level 
are arbitrary and can easily be substituted with 
anything in the library on the subject. TOG really 
shines on the D and R levels. To save costs, 
many suggest just using Story of the World for 
LG levels. (SOTW is a recommended alternate 
resource scheduled in TOG.) Also to save money, 
some use SOTW activity guide (AG) instead of 
buying the different activity books for TOG. This 
also simplifies TOG instead of jumping around 
between “spines.” 
 
You can also cut costs by using the digital 
version, but then you can’t resell it if you decide 
not to stick with it. You can cut costs if you have 
a great library, or by searching the used “for 
sale” homeschooling sites on the internet. In the 
end, though, TOG is most expensive no matter 
which way you look at it, because a good library 
would likewise cut the same costs down for MFW 
or BP or whatever other option you used.  
 
If you do substitute books with TOG, to me, that 
just adds on to the amount of work and prep for 
Mom. If I’m paying that much for a curriculum, I 
want to be able to use most of it, not make up a 
lot of it as I go. If I’m going to make up my own 
literature and history readings, might as well just 
do SOTW history and SOTW AG/WTM reading 
suggestions. So then I think it’s important in 
many cases to stick with their book choices. They 
do have a helpful sister site—Bookshelf Central—

Comments/Modifications:  
After much deliberation, research, prayer, and 
discussions with Seth, I plan to use MFW. The 
strengths listed are important to me. I think it 
fits my personality a bit better—would like more 
hand-holding/open and go, rather than so much 
work on my part with TOG. Though I could do it 
with TOG, MFW sounds more helpful; as a 
beginner, I don’t value the “flexibility” offered in 
TOG’s schedule. Maybe this wouldn’t be an issue 
to me further on.  
 
MFW gives an excellent book list organized by 
week and reading level, but you have much more 
flexibility in the books you choose. This type of 
flexibility is fun to me, not stressful! (Might not 
be fun for a non-book lover, though, but still 
much easier on the budget. The book basket idea 
is not “required,” though I think it is important 
and boosts MFW’s program tremendously.) 
 
Here’s how I handle MFW’s weaknesses listed 
above: 

1. Part of me loves the idea of having the kids all 
together (same historical year) through high 
school; part of me is unconcerned because 
you want high school kids to work 
independently anyway, and some of the years 
line up fairly well anyway. I may switch in high 
school to TOG or Veritas Press, so can’t base 
my decision on this. I don’t know what I’ll be 
doing 9 years from now! 

2. At first, I was really bothered about not going 
through the historical cycle three full times like 
TOG. However, if you do use MFW’s 1st grade, 
they say you go through history 3 times—1st 
grade is a light overview of world history, 2nd 
American history, ECC starts when your oldest 
hits 3rd grade. Either way, the kids get the 
cycle about two and a half times, and that’s 
fine! I kept trying to adjust the system (like 

Comments/Modifications:  
I know the least about BP. But I did look at every 
single thing on their website! And I have a 
BiblioPlan Family Guide for ancients. It is so nice 
that BP schedules so many popular resources for 
you, lining them all up together. That way if you 
wanted to use SOTW, but didn’t want it so 
secular, you could add in their Bible 
recommendations or readings from other 
Christian texts. Some people like to do Story of 
the World on the first run-through (gr. 1-4) and 
Mystery of History on the second (gr. 5-8).  
 
It’s unfortunate though that with something 
called “BiblioPlan,” I would probably want to 
supplement the Bible part of it. However, I know 
another homeschooling mother (minister’s wife) 
who doesn’t do Bible at all, because she feels 
they get enough Bible through church, daily 
family devotions, and personal devotions. There 
may be a point to this. 
 
I was very impressed with their maps and 
timelines. To me, this sounds like a dry part of 
classical ed, but theirs looked fun! I also like 
their family companion, and that their cool 
histories include evaluations. However, I believe 
the evaluations are based more on the 
companion, rather than a textbook, because BP 
is set up so that the families may use different 
textbooks. In that case, the evaluations may not 
prove as helpful.  
 
BP is a good product for the price, and is not too 
much overkill for history and literature. I would 
want to supplement for reading comprehension 
though—maybe Progeny Press on the upper 
grades. 
 



and you could buy all of the books with one click 
if you wanted to spend that much money on 
history. So then TOG either consumes money or 
consumes time and money as you search for the 
books elsewhere to save costs. J [The 
missionary discount only applies to the 
curriculum, not the books.) 
 
Another note on their site Bookshelf Central: you 
can look at the books by year, unit, or topic 
(literature, history, worldview, etc.). Each book 
has a description with how many weeks it is used 
in TOG. Sometimes TOG will mention whether 
that book is tied to literature worksheets, or 
whether the book may easily be substituted with 
other books you may find on the topic. So some 
books will be more “necessary” than others. 
 
TOG seems to require such a commitment to 
make the money worth it. TOG says you should 
start with them while children are small to 
educate yourself to be ready for the upper levels. 
That way it won’t be so hard to do the Socratic 
discussions, etc., on the R levels. I am not 
convinced on this point, however: first, I think 
many moms are not reading the encyclopedic 
information as they teach through the first 2 
cycles with their children. Second, I think many 
of the WTM-type curricula below would educate 
the mom sufficiently or in the same way that 
TOG would. Either way, it would require more 
study on Mom’s part to use TOG’s R level than 
most other curricula.  
 
I have decided to go with MFW; some reasons 
are listed here, some in MFW’s column. The cost 
of TOG is a concern to me. We want a great 
library for our children, but if I went with TOG, I 
wouldn’t have much budget left for other books 
beyond TOG’s selections. This wouldn’t be an 
issue for someone in the US with access to a 

use BP for grades 1-4, then skip ECC and go 
to MFW for grades 5-8 with Caleb). That 
seemed crazy though. If I bought BP just for 
Caleb’s first 4 years, and then switched to 
MFW for all of the other children, it would 
seem wasteful. In the end, we liked the idea of 
ECC, with its global and missions emphases. 
So we decided to use the program as is. I will 
do SOTW volume 1 with Caleb for 1st grade 
and start MFW Adventures in 2nd.  

3. Not a huge concern to me. I’m planning to use 
ABeka’s reading program through 3rd grade. If 
I want extra reading comprehension, I can 
order a couple Progeny Press guides for 4th-6th 

4. I also debated this. I wasn’t sure on the Bible. 
But MFW’s Bible seems stronger than many 
other choices, and we do so much at home 
and church. For science, I had thought to use 
solely Apologia science, but some of the other 
texts MFW chose are also loved by 
homeschoolers—VanCleave, Answers in Gen., 
Usborne, and two written with MFW’s help to 
make them more Christian—1 received a “top 
pick” recommendation by Cathy Duffy. So in 
the end, I’m happy to have some variety 
there, and taste some of the other companies 
with MFW to help me schedule and teach it all. 
Science isn’t a biggie to me. Glad it’s included. 

5. I believe I’ll like their pacing and actually 
struggle to accomplish it all. History and 
science shouldn’t take all day. 

6. You don’t have to use their Language Arts 
recommendations. I will use R&S, but since 
MFW’s books are cheap, I will look at them. 

7. Could buy from the textbooks’ companies, like 
SOTW, AIG, or Streams’ tests. That’s what I 
have done. Also, some homeschoolers firmly 
believe tests are mainly for classroom 
situations, not home school where the child is 
individually taught and evaluated. 

8. I’m also not crazy about this, but this isn’t a 



good library. With MFW, I have managed to get 
lots of awesome books recommended by TOG, 
VP, SL, and MFW’s book basket list, and have 
obtained an excellent library for a third of TOG’s 
price so far.  
 
However, I am most sad about losing TOG for 
the scripted Socratic discussions on philosophy 
and biblical worldview on the D and R levels. I 
am considering using TOG for my children in high 
school so that we can have those discussions. 
They are truly excellent! It was those discussions 
that had me the most in knots about which 
curriculum to use. I thought, if I’m going to get 
TOG anyway, might as well start when they’re 
young to make the costs more worthwhile. But I 
think I have found the best bang for my buck 
with my plan thus far. 
 
 

deal-breaker to me. SOTW is so cheap (can 
get it for $10) that you could get it just in 
case. Use MFW as is, and if you don’t like 
Streams, chuck it, and plug in SOTW instead. I 
will already have SOTW 1 to use with Caleb in 
1st grade. Perhaps I will like Streams better 
anyway. I appreciate MFW’s thoughtfulness 
and care to make history as biblically-centered 
as possible. Also, I like MFW’s breakdown of 
the four years better. More time is spent on 
ancient/medieval history; whereas TOG 
spends two years on the last 200 years of 
history. Depends whether you want to 
emphasize modern or ancient.  

 
None of these three programs plan memory work 
on the grammar stage level. If you want to be 
consistent with this facet of classical education, 
and want aids for how to plan the memory work, 
check out Living Memory (a book), or Veritas 
Press or Classical Conversations history cards. 

 

 
Summary: When I first heard of Tapestry of Grace (TOG), I had formerly only known of ABeka and BJ, and was dissatisfied with the thought of history 
being taught in such a dry fashion, with only American history being taught up through 5th grade. It seemed very myopic to me, especially living 
overseas. I wanted a bigger picture. I also didn’t know how I’d manage ALL those teacher’s manuals for each grade and subject. I had heard whispers of 
Story of the World, but didn’t know it. Then I heard about TOG.  

I was thrilled at the prospect of all my children learning together, thus saving me time and sanity. I loved the idea of tying in literature with 
history as a unit study, and anything else that would fit—church history, art, music, geography, philosophy, government, etc. I am now sold on the Well-
Trained Mind (WTM) way of doing history—chronologically, preferably over four years, with maps, timelines, notebooks, and narrations. TOG also 
included “hands-on activities.” I had a chance to peruse the nine-week unit on Rome—the last unit of year 1, and carefully read through it for 
understand of its inner workings. But then through research and God’s providence, I found many other curricula that were very similar to the TOG idea 
with history as the core of a unit study, tying in literature and using the classical Christian model of instruction. What an amazing wealth of astoundingly 
similar choices we have. Homeschooling moms can now choose whichever one fits their personality, budget, and their children’s learning style the best.  
 
For an overview of each curriculum, go to http://cathyduffyreviews.com/unit-studies/unit-studies-index.htm and click on the respective program you 
want to read about. For users’ reviews, go to http://www.homeschoolreviews.com and browse by curriculum to find comments on the specific 
curriculum. For more users’ reviews, try http://www.welltrainedmind.com/forums/ and search for posts (usually on the Parents’ Forum K-8 Curriculum 
Board) about those curricula; also look at the “tags” like tog, or mfw. 



Plethora of other similar programs to choose from:  
 
Story of the World (SOTW)—Written by Susan Wise Bauer, author of the layman’s primer of classical education, The Well-Trained Mind (WTM), these 
history textbooks are for grammar and logic stages, written to be used with all of your children grades 1-8. This accomplishes history the way she 
suggests in WTM without making you go bananas inventing the curriculum yourself. Can order “Activity Guides” (AG), large manuals with hands-on 
activities, some literature suggestions, review questions, and other helps for the teacher. Other extras: timeline figures, tests, or CDs of Jim Weiss 
reading the texts. Very reasonably priced, and very easy to find used. 
 
Mystery of History (MOH)—Best for grades 4-8, they say it can be used for the lower and upper grades as well, but most people stick with the middle 
grades. These are written like mini-biographies, from what I hear. Also come with CDs of printables and extras (timelines, notebooking ideas, etc.) More 
expensive than SOTW, but these are tomes.  
 
Truthquest History (TQ)—Highly recommended for being Christ-centered, for questions that try to get the child to think from a biblical worldview about 
history and old philosophies. However, you have to do a lot of scheduling yourself. Gives a ton of flexibility, but more work for Mom. Some complain that 
the script is annoying as well—flip-flops between addressing the parent and child and has a lot of ……..!!!!!!! J Most similar to BP in my opinion.  
 
Veritas Press (VP)—Rigorous, a great example of classical Christian education. Many classical Christian schools use their full curricula. They use Saxon 
math, Shurley English, Latin, logic, and have their own Bible, history, and literature. Seems pricey. I originally didn’t go with them, in spite of their 
wonderful catalog, because I thought you had to do different history with each child. (It’s scheduled to go chronologically through history in five years, 
from 2nd to 6th grade. Then you begin “Omnibuses” in junior high and high school.) Then I heard that all the children from 2nd to 6th can do history 
together and just read literature on their level. I’m not sure how that works. I didn’t like that they don’t have a textbook for history or Bible. They print 
Bible and history “cards,” with a small caption on the front and some historical information in paragraph form on the back, with some suggestions on the 
card for activities or books to read. The children memorize the cards, play games with putting them in order, etc. Seems pretty light and dry, outside of 
the memorization. Now however, they have published the first volume of a two-volume “spine”While I prefer a textbook, VP’s method is true to classical 
technique, to have the children memorize the history facts in the grammar stage. I managed to get the 5-year set of cards used and laminated from 
someone, so hope to implement that for the memory portion of our classical education, as most other classical curricula actually don’t seem to have a 
plan for that, amazingly, outside of VP and Classical Conversations. Their catalog is an annotated list of the best books to go along with history. Some 
overlap with MFW and TOG book choices, but a lot of great ideas. I pull it out and drool over it every couple of months, and cross off more purchases I 
made. J I also like Douglas Wilson, who helped edit the omnibus, apparently, and some of his fiction is in their catalog. 
 
WinterPromise (WP)—I checked this out months ago, and don’t remember everything. At first, it seemed impressive. Really great website. It uses 
MOH, SOTW, Usborne, and some other neat books. But it was expensive. They do offer ebook collections. I also didn’t like their groupings of ages and 
studies. Users’ reviews thought that sometimes the books were wildly difficult or easy for the age group recommended. Some of the activities suggested 
seemed useless or crazily involved. They have their own language arts and science programs that seem unheard of. They use Saxon, Horizons, and Life 
of Fred for Math. There were too many things I didn’t like about it enough to advance it up my lists of favorites. 
 
Diana Waring’s –I briefly checked this out. Some people love it. It also cycles chronologically through history. I don’t know if you can use it for all of 
your children though. I have seen it sold used on the used websites. I believe it’s through Answers in Genesis, which seems great. 
 
Classical Conversations (CC) –This seems to work best through a co-op. I haven’t heard of anyone trying it by themselves. They used to use VP’s 
history cards, but just published their own. They also heavily emphasize the memorization of facts for every subject up through 7th grade—math fact for 



the week, grammar fact for the week, history fact for the week, etc. They have a little jingle to sing to help memorize the history facts. Not totally my 
type, but thorough. History is chronological in a 3-year cycle. edit 
 
Sonlight (SL)—Well-loved by many, around for years, SL sells all subjects you need for homeschooling (@$900/year), or I believe you can just buy 
their history cores separately if that’s all you want. The full list of all subjects is expensive, but that includes some pricey textbooks, like Teaching 
Textbooks for math (which seems like a good math program!) Many people have complained about SL’s language arts. SL doesn’t use literature books 
(elementary) or very many history textbooks. SL is like a glorified reading list. You can try to purchase the Instructor’s Guide separately, and buy all of 
the books used, or you could purchase them all through SL at their prices. However, most of the books could easily be found very cheap—like Henry 
Huggins, etc. I don’t like that you can only combine a couple of grades together, so usually you can only teach two of your children together in one core. 
That’s better than teaching each one separately, but another negative is that they do history in a 2-year cycle, I believe (maybe it’s 3-year?) There are 
lots of different cores to pick from. Even if you don’t go with Sonlight, it is worth it to save their reading lists in a document somewhere and learn the 
titles, so you can introduce good literature to your children. They have some neat titles in their Eastern Hemisphere list. 
 
Heart of Dakota (HOD)—Loved by users, but some negative reviews. HOD is high up on my list of favorites. It seems like a really neat program, but 
maybe difficult to implement with several children. Big downer for me—you can only teach at most two grades together. HOD doesn’t like combining 
children of ages far apart. They feel that is not best for the children. Similar to MFW, they provide most subjects; in fact, they also schedule poetry, 
spelling, grammar, and writing. Some users complain that HOD is not as easy to work with if you want to depart from their LA selections. I like their 
grammar selection—Rod and Staff. They teach history chronologically in a 4-year cycle; the cycle doesn’t begin however, until Creation to Christ, which 
your child will hit at earliest, 10 yo, more probably 11 yo. They have four read-aloud package selections for each year of history—history interest 
package, boy interest, girl interest, or self-study extension for older students. They use some Yesterday’s Classics books for history and science that are 
cheap on the Kindle. Many of the other books are popular and recommended in TOG, MFW, and VP. To complete your package for literature study, you 
have to buy a student book and teacher’s guide called Drawn into the Heart of Reading, which received a Top 101 Pick by Cathy Duffy. They schedule 
Singapore Math in an appendix, but you can choose a different math. Their science selections seem like a lot, but neat—Apologia, Beautiful Feet books, 
Answers in Genesis, Yesterday’s Classics, etc. Based on a 4-day week that can be stretched to 5 days when needed.  
 
Ambleside Online (AO)—free classical education organized on the internet by week/year! Based on Charlotte Mason’s philosophy of eduation. In 
connection with the Baldwin Project, which enters many famous old history books online, so you can read them for free, AO seems like a great program. 
Their chronological history cycle seems awkward, though. They don’t study ancients until last in the cycle for elementary. They are more on a 6ish-year 
cycle. Their readings are rigorous. Might be interesting to use their selections for literature or read-aloud choices along with another history program. 
Many of their history spines are YC titles on the Kindle. This site is also extremely helpful to read summaries of Charlotte Mason’s thought. This is also 
helpful if you wanted to do art and music appreciation through them. They have a cycle with internet links all set up for you. 
 
Heritage History (HH)—a digital collection of e-books that can be used to teach history on its own, or can use their books to replace books from TOG or 
AO lists in order to save money. For missionaries, it is especially helpful to note their CDs of digital libraries of e-books organized by history and region 
of the world. 
 
Beautiful Feet (BF)—Seems light, but has great collections of old books that only they print now, such as Genevieve Foster’s books for history. Lots of 
really excellent books. They also teach the history of the horse-drawn carriage or California. ! They have a unit study for history of science and music as 
well that have lots of neat books. The packages are grouped by topic and age level. This is another website that lovers of childrens’ books will want to be 
familiar with! 
 


